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THE BPJTISH ARMY, 


EGYPT, PENINSULA, AND WATERLOO. 

EAIILY MILITAEY MEDALS. 

Befoee proceediog to describe tlie War Medal and tlie 
services for wbicb it was granted, it may be advisable '.to, 
- consider Military Medals generally, ■ as far as particulars 
can , be collected regard.ing tliem, Tlie custom of strildng 

medals to commemorate victories may be traced to'' tbe 
..ancients, and tlie Moguls ai'e believed to liave granted tliem 
.for civil and ni.uitary services in tbe twelftb century; 
but it is only in modern times tbat -tliey have been issued 
...in. order to^ be worn as personal decorations. Sir Yicbolfis 
Harris Yicbolas, in bis ^^History of tbe Orders of Iinigbtbood 
of tbe Britisli Empire,” publisbed. in 1842, lias given mueli 
valuable and interesting information regarding many of lliesc 
decorations, botb mibtary and naval,' 'altbougb tbere lias been 
quite an era in war m.ed'als •■■since tbo publication of bis 
work. It appears that no proof 'Can be afforded of medals 
being conferred in England for services, in the field, ea.rlier 
than tbe time of Charles the . Ei'rst, who, in May, 1648, 
authorized a badge for such' soldiers,, as might distmguisb 
themselves in ^Yorlora , hopes.”. ■■■■ This , ■was directed to Ijc 
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silver, and bj tlie warrant, dated from the Court at 
OxibrJ, ISth. Ifaj, 1643, it was, ordered that the ^^loyal 
linage, and that of oiu* dearest' son, Prince Charles,” should 
he contained thereon. ■ This medal was to be worn on the 
Inmf of everT man who should be certified by the Commanders 
I!! C‘:iief to hare done faithful service is the forlorn hope. It 
mo'is also torbidden that any soldier should sell, or any one 
sIoDiiId buy or wear the badges, other than those on whom 
they were conferred, under such pain and punishment as a 
comneil of war miglit think fit to inflict. The commanders 
aiid wardens of the Mint were required to keep several 
registers of the names of those, and their county, for whom 
tluy were to give their certificate. 'Eobert Welsh, or Walsh, 
an Irish gentleman, w'ho commanded a troop of horse at the 
battle of Edgehiil, on Sunday, the 23rd. of October, 1642, 
snecet'cled in recovering from the Parliamentary forces, the 
standard of the King’s oto regiment, taken by them, and. 
als:) captured two pieces of cannon, the waggon belonging to 
the Earl of Esses. The ' following , morning,, the king, npon 
the top of Edgehiil, knighted -Mr. Walsh, who was presented 
to him with these trophies by Prince Eupert; , and on the 1st. 
of June, 1643, a gold medal -was ordered for this officer, the 
obverse to bear the royal figure and his son Prince Charles, 
the reverse to have the royal banner used in the,. above battle, 
to be inscribed ‘Tee Eegale .''Mandatum:. Caeoli Eegis ■ hoc 
A ssiGXATUE I'loBEKTO Welch MilitiJ’ Sfr' Hariis Nicholas states 
that a copy of the warrant, with ■ a ' drawing .of. the medal, 
which is oval, having on one side the effigies of the king 
and of Prince Charles, inscribed .Cab... ,Eex.' M. B. E. et H. 
Cae. Pehvceps; and on the reverse' the- .royal standard, in 
bend sinister, inscribed Fee Eegale ':MANnATv’' 'Caeoli . Eeois 
HOC AssiGNATim Eob: Welch Militi,, was, recorded in .the 
College of Arms, on the i4th. of August, 1685. This medal 
was carried on the breast, as appears by the knight’s own 
narrative, printed for himself in 1679. The long parliament 
passed an act in 1649, enacting that the tenth of all prizes 
due to the Lord High Admiral, should be appropriated for 
medals or other rewards for eminent service at sea. This 
ordiaarice was repeated in the succeeding year, hut as it 
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relates to mval services it is not necessary to dwell tliereoiij 
tills work being confined to medals. 

After ike defeat of tlie Scots at Biiabarj on iiie Srd, of 
September, 1650, tke House of Commons "‘ordered tkat it be 
referred to tlie committee of tiie army, to consider what 
medals may be prepared for oMcers and soldiers, that were 
in tills service in Seotlaad, and set tke proportions and tke 
Tallies of tliem, and tkoir number, and present tke estimate 
of tkem to tke House.” Tke house voted tkat tke officers 
and men ^%kick did this excellent service” slioald be pre- 
sented with gold and silver medals. Simon, an , eminent 
engraver of that day, was sent to Cromwell, to consult with 
liioi as to tke device for this medal. Dr. Harris, in tke 
appendix to Ms /^Historical and Critical Account of Oliver 
Cromwell, page 538, lias printed an original letter of CrGiii- 
welFs to',, tke paiiiaiiieiit, (tlieii in tke possession ,of James 
Lamb, Esq., of Eairford, in Gloucestersliire, and subseqiieiitiy 
of John Eaymond Barker, of tke same place,) on Symoiid’s 
(Simon) proceeding as above stated. Tke letter is kiglily 
ckaracteristic, and is as follows: — 

‘■‘For ye HoiiMe tke Comittee for tke. Army, these. 

^'^Gentl., — It was not a little' wonder to me to see that yon 
should send Mr. Symonds so great a journey about a business 
importiiige so little, as far as it relates to in.e, wlieii, as if 

my poore opinion may not be rejected by you, I' have to 

offer to that well I tliinke tke most noble end, to witt, the 
coirim.emoracon of tkat great mercie at Dunbar, and tke 
gratuitie to the army, wck might better be expressed iipion 
the nieddal' by engraving as on tke one sid,e the Parliamt, 
well I, keare was ..in.tended, and will do singularly well; so, 
on. tke. other side, an army wtk tkis' inscription over the 
head of it, The .Lord ..of ..Hosts, wck was or word that day: 
wherefore, if I may, kegg it as a ■ favor from you, I most 
earnestly beseech .you, '.if I ■mEy..do. it. wtk out ofienee, tkat 
it may be soe; and if ,'you ■ tkinke 'iiot .fitt to have it as I 

offer, you may alter it as'- you s'ee -cause, only I doe tliinke 

I may troely say . it will " be verie thankfully acknowledged 
by me, if you will spare the having ' .my effigies in it. 
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XliG !?Gntleiiiaiis pajiies and tronblG hither JiaTe been Terie 
2rear and I shall make- it niv seconde. suite unto 3 ’ou that 
Tou wiil please to, coiiferr upon him that implojnit in yr 
service iveh Nicholas Briott had before him; indeed, the man 
is ingenious, and woithie of encouragemt. ' I may not presume 
much, but if at my request and for my sake he may obteyne 
this favor, I shall put it upon the accompt of my obligacons, 
U’cli are not a few, and I hope shal be found readie 
ii'ratefiilly to acknowledge and to approve' myself, GentL, 

‘'‘Tor most real! servant, 

‘'diainbiirgh, 4th. of Peh, 1650-1.’’ '‘’0. Ceomwell.” 

CromwelFs modesty was over-ruled, and the medal bears his 
On the obverse is the head of Cromwell, profile; 
rirnh::!- the shoulder, Tho: Simon P.; the motto about the 



liead, Told ax Bunbal, — The Lold op Hosts, — Septem ve 
o, 1650; behind the head a prospect of the battle. The 
rrvcTSG has the House of Commons sitting, as represented 
on tiie Parliament Great Seal, 1648, and also on that of 
the Commonwealth, 1651. It is remarkable also for CroTawell’s 
liktuiess when Lieutenant- Generd. This is engraved in ^‘Tlie 
i^fedalliek History of England,” and in ^hSimon’s Medals and 
Coins.” The Dunbar medal is of two sizes,*" and is the 
first given generally to officers and men, as is the present 
practice, and no instance occurred of a general distribution of 

* Both are in tlie British Museum, which tlu’ough the hindness of 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., I have examined; one is in gold and the other 
ill diver; there Ls an aperture at the top for the ribbon. They are well 
wortiiy of inspection, and the engraving given is an accurate copy. 
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medals bj the SoTereigu's comiBand- until tlia.t for Waterloo 
•was aiitliorized."^ 

In tine two works imniediatelj refeiTed to tbe-re are eii- 
grao'liigs of several me-dals, probably worn by ofoccrs urd 
soldiers as bonoraiy badges; some contain tlie efoigy of King 
Charles tlie First or Prince Enxjertj or Sir Tliornas Fairfax 
or Ills soBy or the Earls of Essex, Maiicliester, or EoiLfeiiine, 
General Eossiter, or of oilier Parliamentary eomiiiariders; on 
tlie reverse w’ere tlieir names or aimis, or a representation 
of the Parliament, or tlie words Meeeisti, or Pno Eeligioxe 
Liege et Paeliamento, or Foe Kixa axd Paeliambxx. It 
now seems impcsssible to discover tlie precise liistorr of these 
medals. Tlie victory of Kaseby, on the 14th. of June, 1645, 
■was commemorated by a silver^gilt medal, w’itli a ring: on 
one side was the effigy of Sir Thomas Fairfax, inseribecl, 
Tho: Faiefax aiiles Milit. Pael. Dxjx Gex.; tlie reverse 
bore Meeuisti, witliin a circle, and Post HiEC Melioea, 1645. 
The medal of Parliament, which Avas distinct from the naval 
medal, before adverted to, cannot be described Avitli certainty; 
but ' it is supposed to have had the effigies of the Anctoiious 
generals on one side, and the Parliament on the other. It 
appears to have been instituted soon after that for Buiibar, 
as .the , House' of Coiiimons conferred it on Colonel Mack worth, 
hy resolution dated the 27th. of xiugiist, 1651, with a chain 
of gold to the value of one hundred pounds. This officer 
Avas gOAmrnor of Shrewsbuiy^, and Ms service consisted in 
refusing to surrender the castle and garrison Avhen siimmoiicci 
by the forces of the royalists. . . ' 

' With these exceptions, the medals of the Comniomvealtli 
era appear to have been giAmn for naval services against the 
Hutch, such distinctions being granted to Generals Blake 
and Monk, Tice- Admiral Penn, ■ and Eear- Admiral Lawson, 

* It i$ recortled that wlien Napoleon surrendered Inrnself on l>oard the 
Belleroplion, he %vas received by a captain’s detachment of the Koyai 
^Marines. After acknowledging the salute he minutely inspected tlie men, 
and having remarked thafthey Avere veiy fine and well appointed, the 
ex-emperor added, “arc there none amongst them who have seen service?” 
Upon being told that nearly the whole of them had seen much service, 
he exclaimed, “What! and no marks of, merit.” The officer cxplaiiiecl 
that it Avas not customary to confer medals, except tipoii officers of the 
highest ranks. The conversation terminated by Napoleon remarking “Siit’li 
is not the way to excite or cherish the military virtues.” 
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Tlie gentlemans payiies and trouble Mtlier liave been verie 
greatj and I sball make it my seconde suite unto you tliat 
you will please to conferr upon bim that imployint in yr 
service wch Mcho^^^ Briott had before Mm; indeed, the inan 
is ingenious and worthie of encouragenit. I may not presume 
much, but if at my request and for my sake he may obteyne 
this favor, I shall put it upon the aceompt of my obligacons, 
wch are not a few, and I hope shal he found readie 
gratefully to acknowledge and to approve myself, GentL, 

^^Yor most reall servant, 

‘‘Edinburgh, 4tli. of Feh., 1650-L’^ ^^0. Ceomwell.” 

Croniweirs modesty was over-ruled, and the medal bears his 
bust. On the obverse is the head of Cromwell, profile; 
under the shoulder, Tho: Simon E.; the motto about the 



head, YMed at Dunbah,^ — The Loud of Hosts, — Septem ye 
Sj 1650; behind tlie head a prospect of the battle. The 
reverse has the House of Commons sitting, as represented 
on the Parliament Great Seal, 1648, and also on that of 
the Commonwealth, 1651. It is remarkable also for CromwelPs 
likeness when Lieutenant-General. , This is engraved in '-'The 
Medaliick History of England,^^ and in “Simon’s Medals and 
Coins.” The Dunbar medal is of two sizes,"’ and is the 
first given generally to officers and men, as is the present 
practice, and no instance occurred of a general distribution of 

* Both are in the British Museum, which through the kindness of 
Edward Hawkins, Esq., I have examined ^ one is in gold and the other 
in silver; there is an aperture at the top for the ribbon. They are well 
worthy of inspection, and the engraving given is an accurate copy. 
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medals by the SoTereign^s command until that for Waterloo 
was antliorized.'" 

In tlie two wox'ks immediately referred to there are en- 
gravings of several medals, probably worn by officers and 
soldiers as honorary badges; some contain the effigy of Iiing 
Charles the First or Prince Bupert, or Sir Thomas Fairfax 
or his son, or the Earls of Essex, Manchester, or Bnmferline, 
Creneral Eossiter, or of other Parliamentary commanders; on 
the reverse were their names or arms, or a representation 
of the Parliament, or the words Meetiisti, or Peo EeligiojS^b 
Liege et Paeltamexto, or For Kixg axd Paeliamekt. It 
now seems impossible to discover the precise history of these 
medals. The victory of ISTasehy, on the 14th. of June, 1645, 
was commemorated by a silver- gilt medal, with a ring: on 
one side was the effigy of Sir Thomas Fairfax, inscribed, 
Tho: Faiefax miles Milit. Pael. Bxjx Gen.; the reverse 
bore Meruisti, witbin a circle, and Post Hjec Melioea, 1645. 
The medal of Parliament, wbicli was distinct from the naval 
medal, before adverted to, cannot he described with certainty; 
but it is supposed to have had the effigies of the victorious 
generals on one side, and the Parliament on the other. It 
appears to have been instituted soon after that for Piinbar, 
as the House of Commons conferred it on Colonel Mackwortb, 
by resolution dated tlie 27tb. of August, 1651, with a chain 
of gold to the value of one hundred pounds. This officer 
was governor of Shrewsbury, and his service consisted in 
refusing to surrender the castle and garrison when summoned 
by the forces of the royalists. 

With these exceptions the medals of the Commonwealth 
era appear to have been given for naval services against the 
Dutch, such distinctions being granted to Generals Dlake 
and Monk, Yice- Admiral Penn, and Ecar-Admiral Lawson, 

* It is recorded that when Kapoleon surrendered himself on hoard the 
Bcllerophon, he was received by a captain’s detachment of the Royal 
Marines. After acknowledging the salute he minutely inspected the men, 
and having remarked that they were very fine and well appointed, the 
cx- emperor added, “arc there none amongst them who have seen service?’’ 
Upon being told that nearly the whole of them had seen much service, 
ho exclaimed, “What I and no marks of merit.” The officer explained 
that it was not customary to confer medals, except upon officers of the 
highest ranks. The conversation terminated by Napoleon remarking “Such 
is not the way to excite or cherish the military virtues.” 
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and certain oiScers of the fleet. Blake’s medal for the victory 
over the Dutch fleet off the Texel, in 1653, was purchased 
by ■William the Bourth for one hundred and fifty guineas. 
At this period the position of these officers was scarcely 
defined, for at times they appear to have fought on land 
as well as at 

The laedals of succeeding reigns appear to have heeii 
cotifined to naval services: although medals were struck in 
commenioratioii of the victories of the great Duke of Mari- 
horough, it is certain that they were not worn by either 
officers or soldiers. It was not so however with the naval 
service. 

After the battle of CuUoden, on the 16th. of April, 1746, 
a medal was struck, having on the obverse the head of the 
Duke of Cumberland; the reverse had a figure of Apollo, 
and a dragon pierced by an arrow, inscribed Actuh est iiicet 
PEE iiT, and on the exergue, Colod. Ap. xvi, mdccxlvi. 

Although this medal has a ring, which would seem to imply 
that it was intended to be wmm, there is no account of 
its having been conferred as an honorary badge on the 
officers and men serving under His Eoyal Highness. 

Early in 1767 a system of honorary distinctions for long 
continued good behaviour was introduced into the 5th, 
Eusiliers, which was found to be productive of the best 
effect. These distinctions consisted of three classes of medals, 
to be worn, suspended by a ribbon, at a button-hole of the 
left lappel. The first, or lowest class, which was bestowed 
on such as had served in-eproachably for seven years, was of 
gilt metal, bearing on one side the badge of the regiment, 
Bt. George and the Dragon, with the motto fata meant 
and on the reverse, Yth. Eoot, The second was of 

♦ ^Friday, Marcli the 2nd., 1659-60. Resolved that commissions he 
granted under the Great Seal, unto General George Moiik and General 
Edward Montagu, to be Generals and General, jointly and severally 
of the Fleet, for the next summer's expedition ; and that the commis- 
sioners for the Great Seal do pass commissions to them under the 
Great Seal of England.” The fiery Prince Rupert and the Puke of 
Albemarle also jointly commanded the fleet in 1666, in the engagements 
with the Dutch. At the siege of Barcelona, in 1705, (according to 
Carleton’s Memoirs,) “the admirals forgot their element, and acted as 
general officers at land ; they came every day from their ships with 
a body of men formed into companies, and commanded by captains 
and lieutenants of their own.” 
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silvei’j bearing on one side tbe badge and motto, and on the 
other ^‘Eeward of fourteen years’ military merit.” The tliird 
was similar to the second, but was inscribed with the name 
of the individnal whose conduct had earned it, — B., for 
twenty-one years’ good and faithful seiwice as a soldier, had 
received from his commanding ofEcers this honorable testimony 
of his merit.” These medals were bestowed only upon soldiers 
who, for tlie respective periods of seven, fourteen, or twenty- 
one years, had never incurred the censure of a court-martial. 
They wei*e given by the commanding officer at the head of 
the assembled battalion; and if, which rarely happened, the 
owner of a medal subsequently forfeited his pretensions to 
enrolment among the men of merit, his medal was cut from 
his breast by the drum-major as publicly as he had been in- 
vested with it. Those who obtained the third, or twenty-one 
3^ears’ medal, had also an oval badge of the colour of the 
facings on the right breast, embroidered round with gold and 
silver v^eaths, and inscribed in the centre with the word 
in gold letters.*^*' This may be considered as the 

* This “Order of Merit” having attracted the notice of the local military 
authoritievS, the commanding officer was called upon to explain under 
what regulations and arrangements it was conferred. The information 
produced the following letter: — 

“Horse Guards, 20th. June, 1832. 
have had the honor to submit to the General Commanding 
in Chief your letter of the 4th. instant, with its enclosure, on the subject 
of the ‘Order of Merit’ existing in the 5th. Foot, and am directed to 
acquaint you, that the explanation afforded by Lieutenant-Colonel Suther- 
land, shews that the order in question is dispensed under the most laudable 
regulations, and has been productive of the best effects, during the long 
period since its original establishment in the regiment. 

“It is considered highly desirable, however, that both officer and soldier 
should, under all circumstances, be taught to expect professional honors 
from the Sovereign alone; and, under this impression, Lord Hill has been 
induced to recommend to the King to give the royal authority for the 
confirmation and continuance of this regimental badge of distinction, an 
arrangement which, while it bestows upon it legitimate existence, will, 
at the same time, no doubt enhance its value in the estimation of those 
on whom it is conferred. 

“You will, therefore, be pleased to communicate this decision to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sutherland, and acquaint him that he is at liberty 
to proceed in the distribution of the medals and badges as heretofore. 

“I have, etc., 

“Lieutenant-General John Macdonald, 

“Sir William Houstoun, G.C.B. & G.C.H,, Adjutant-General.” 

“Commanding at Gibraltar.” 

Other instances of medals having been presented by commanding officei’s 
to non-commissioned officers and privates might possibly be cited, but 
the custom has been prohibited for the reasons given in the above letter. 

On the 30th. of June, 1814, certain soldiers of the 74th. were permitted 
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foreranncr of tlie good conduct medal of a subsequent period, 
whicli ‘will be described in its order of date. 13 ut the mode 
of conferring it was far superior, for a soldier could not at 
first obtain the latter until discharge, which was contraiy to 
the original design of military decorations: this has since 
been remedied. 

In 1794 a medal was bestowed by the on certain 

oifieers of the 12th. Lancers. Shortly after the taking of 
Bastia, in Corsica, a portion of the above regiment proceeded 
to Italy, and landed at Civita Veechia, where the conduct 
of the officers and men was such as to gain the notice ot 
Pope Pius the Sixth, who ordered gold medals for the ofiicers. 
Some of the officers proceeded to Borne, and were very 
graciously received. The number of medals bestowed amounted 
to twelve. On enquiry it appears that there is no specimen 
preserved in the British Museum. 

A gold medal was presented by the Emperor of Germany, 
to each of the officers of the two squadrons of the 15th. Light 
Dragoons engaged in the action at Yiliicrs-en-Couche, near Cam- 
hray, on the 24th, of April, 1794, when a handful of men attacked 

Ly the Commander-in- Chkf to wear silver medals, given to them tlie 
regiment, on account of their merit and particular good conduct iu the 
Feninsula, 

* The accompanying letter from the Pontiffs Secretary of State, 
Cardinal de Zelada, announced the honour to be confcrreil. 

**From the Vatican, May SOth., 1794. 

^‘The marked consideration which the Holy Father has always enter- 
tained, and never will cease to entertain, for the generous and illustrious 
luiglish nation, induces him not to neglect the opportunity of giving a 
proof of it which is now afforded by the stay of a British regiment at 
Civita Vecchia. As His Holiness cannot but applaud the regular and 
praiseworthy conduct of the troops in question, lie has determined to 
evince his entire satisfaction by presenting a gold medal to each of the 
officers, including General Sir James Stewart, Bart., and Colonel Erskinc, 
though absent; and since these medals, twelve in number, are not, at 
the present moment, in readiness, nor can be provided before the de- 
parture of the regiment from Civita Vecchia, the Holy Father will be 
careful that they shall be sent, as soon as possible, to Sir John Cox 
Hippesly, who will be pleased to transmit them to the respective officers, 
making them acquainted, at the same time, with the feelings by which 
His Holiness is animated, and with the lively desire which he entertains 
of manifesting on all occasions his unalterable regard, whether it be 
towards the nation in general, or towards every individual Englishman 
In thus making known to Sir John Cox Hippesly, member of the British 
Parliament, the dispositions of the Supreme Pontiff, the Cardinal de 
Zelada, Secretary of State, begs leave to add an offer of his own services 
and the assurances of his distinguished esteem.” 
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the Frencli, killed and wounded one thousand two hiindrecl, 
and captured three pieces of cannon. This gallant charge 
prevented his Imperial Majesty, who was proceeding from 
Yaleiiciennes to Catillon, from being taken prisoner. Tilliees- 
EF-CoucFE was subsequently authorized for the guidons and 
appointments of this regiment. The celebrated Sir Eobert 
Yrilson, then a cornet in the loth., was one of the eight 
officers who received this medal, which bore the following 
inscription, — ^^Forti Britannico in Fxeroitii Feederato ad Came-- 
raciim: xxiv Aprilis, 1794.” His Majesty George the Third 
in 1798 permitted the recipients to wear these medals con- 
stantly Yvuth their uniforms. Only nine were struck, one 
being deposited in the imperial cabinet at Yienna. In 1800 
crosses of the order of Maria Theresa were confen*ed on the 
eight officers, the doubt that this decoration eouM be granted 
to foreigners having been then overcome. The royal license 
to accept this additional honour was at once accorded. 

Medals were issued by the East India Company for the 
Mysore Y"'ar and Siege of Seringapatam, in 1799; these were 
permitted by The Queen to be worn in 1851, and will be 
described, with other Indian Medals, in the third section of 
this work. 

The next military medal was given by the Grand Seignior 
for the campaign in Egypt, in 1801. This, together with the 
gold medals for services in the Peninsula and other parts 
during the protracted contest terminating with Waterloo, will 
be described in the accounts of how they were icon. 


THE WAB MEDAL. 

Whest the distribution of the “Waterloo Medal both to 
)fficers and men took place, it was no wonder that the 
veterans who had fought through the several actions of the 
Peninsular war should desire to have a similar distinction. 
By a letter from the Duke of Wellington, dated Brussels, 
13th. April, 1815, to His Eoyal Highness Eield-Marshal the 
Duke of Kent, then Colonel of the Eoyals, it would appear 
that there was some general distinction intended to be con- 
ferred on the Peninsular army : — ^When your Eoyal Highness 
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first commiiiaeated to me your desire that tlie 3rd. battalion 
Kovals should wear a distiiigiiishiiig badge for them services 
uiider my comniaiid, it was in the coiiteKiplation of His 
Koval Highness the Commander- in -Chief, that the whole 
army which served in the Peninsula and in the South of 
France should wear one. I have not heard what has 
prevented His Boyal Highness from carrying that intcntioii 
into execution, but I will enquire, and I will recommend 
that the Eoyals shall have one, if it is not intended that 
one should be given to the whole army.^^ This design appears 
to have been abandoned. 

It has been shewn that during the reign of King Charles 
the First, and the period of the Commonwealth, the humblest 
soldier was eligible for a medal, and that for Waterloo is 
the first since that time which has been conferred by the crown 
on both officers and soldiers. Major Mackie, in a poem entitled 
‘'Britannia Ingrata,” made a poetical appeal in behalf of the 
gallant Peninsular army. There were volumes of correspon- 
dence in the several military journals, in which the grievances 
of veterans were set forth; officers who had passed through 
the fields of Corunna, Talavera, Busaco, Salamanca, and other 
sanguinary actions, felt they deserved the red and blue -edged 
ribbon as well as the more fortunate Waterloo man. Even 
the badge of merit was defined, some thinking that it should 
be a cross formed of the metal of guns taken during the war. 

The hardship continued for years, and there is no doubt 
that the Duke of Kichmond in his place in parliament, aided 
by public opinion, was mainly instrumental in obtaining the 
desired honour. While these pages were in progress the late 
Duke had granted permission for this section to be dedi- 
cated to him, and it is but recently that his country has had 
to regret his loss. So sensible were the war officers of his 

* Major Mackie was not the only one who ptit this grievance into 
verse, for Colonel (now Lieutenant-General) Sir Philip Bainbrigge, K.C.B. 
when serving on the statf in Ireland, as Deputy-Quartermaster-Generai 
in nublm, wrote a song for the thirty-fourth anniversary of the battle of 
Salamanca, fought on the 22nd, of July, 1812, commemorative of that 
victory, the last stanza of which well describes the feeling of the undeco- 
rated veterans. Sir Philip subsequently received the long-deferred war 
medal, with^ clasps for Ciudad Kodrigo, Badajoz, Salamanca, Yittoria, 
Pyrenees, Kivelle, and Toulouse. * » 
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exertions in tlieir cause, tliat a testimonial was subscribed 
for and presented to His Grace at a grand dinner at Willis’s 
Eooms, on Saturday, tbe 21st. of June, 1851 . Tlie cliair 
was occupied by Lieutenant-General tbe Eiglit Honourable 
Lord Saltoun, G.G.H., and tbe Tice-cliair by Sir 

Grabam Eden Hamond, Bart., K.C.B. It was a most in- 
teresting gathering, and many of tbe Peninsular veterans 
were present. Tbe testimonial was^ exhibited on tbe occa- 
sion, but it was in an unfinished state, some of the figures 
i relief being represented by plaster models. It was placed on 
in ebony triangular pedestal, in a recess behind the cbairman. 
Tbe whole was to be completed by Messrs. Hunt and Eoskell, 
in solid silver, tbe value of tbe being about fifteen 

hundred guineas. The inscription was as follows : — ^Tresented 
on June 21st., 1851, 38tb. Anniversary of tbe Battle of 
Yittoria, to His Grace tbe Dube of Eicbmond, Lennox, and 
Aiibigny, H.G., by tbe Eeeipients of tbe lYar Medal, in 
grateful remembrance of his long and unwearied exertion in 
their behalf, as a token of tbe Admiration, Eespect, and 
Esteem, from bis bumbler brethren in Arms, who successfully 
aided in defending their Island Home tbrougbout a long and 
sanguinary war, in which they gained a series of resplendent 
victories, that led to tbe capture of Madrid, Paris, Wasbington, 
and finally to an honourable and lasting peace.’^ 

His Grace’s first commission as ensign in tbe 8tb. garrison 
battalion, bears date the 9tb. of June, 1809, and on tbe 
21st. of June of the following year, be was promoted lieu- 
tenant in tbe 13tb. Dragoons, and on the 9tb. of July, 1812, 
was appointed to a company in the 92nd. regiment. On tbe 
8tb. of April, 1813, His Grace became a captain in tbe 
52nd. Light Infantry; and on the I5tb. of June, 1815, re- 
ceived tbe brevet rank of major, and that of lieutenant- colonel 
on tbe 25tb. of July, 1816. He joined tbe army in Portugal 
in July, 1810, as aide-de-camp to tbe Duke of W^ellington, 
with whom be remained until tbe close of tbe war in 1814, 
and was present in all the skirmishes, affans, general actions, 
and sieges, which took place during that period, amongst 
which were the battles of Busaco and Euentes d’ Onor, 
storming of Ciudad Eodrigo, when be placed himself in tbe 
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Tanks of tlie 52n(l. regiment with the storniers, Badajoz:, battles 
of Salamanca, Yittoria, and the Pyrenees; the first storming 
of St, Sebastian, action at Yera, and battle of Ortbes. At 
the last-mentioned battle, having left in January, 1814, the 
Duke of ^Wellington’s staif, in order to obtain a practical 
knowledge of regimental duty in the field, he served with 
the first battalion of his regiment, the 52nd. Light Infantry, 
and took command of his company, on which occasion he 
was severely wounded in the chest by a mnsket-ball, which 
was never extracted. He was sent home with the duplicate 
despatches of the battle of Salamanca and the capture of 
Astorga by the Spaniards, and with the despatches of Y era 
and the entrance of the army into Prance. During the cam- 
paign in the Netherlands he was aide-de-camp to the Prince 
of Orange, (the late King of the Netherlands,) and was 
present with him at the battles of Quatre Bras and Water- 
loo. After the Prince of Orange was wounded at Waterloo, 
he joined the Duke of Wellington’s staff as aide-de-camp, 
and remained wdth that illustrious commander during the rest 
of the campaign. Por his military services he had received 
the silver war medal and eight clasps for Biisaco, Puentes 
d’ Onor, Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Salamanca, Yittoria, Pyre- 
nees, and Orthes. His Grace was, with the exception of 
the Harqnis of Exeter, the senior Knight of the Garter, 
having received that illustrious order in 1828. He was 
Lord-Lieutenant and Gustos Rotulorum of Sussex; Yice- 
Admiral of the coast of Sussex; Colonel of the Royal Sussex 
Artillery and Light Infantry Battalions of the Militia, (whicli 
His Grace had held from December, 1819 was an aide-de-camp 

* The following regimental order was issued l)y the commanding officer 
of the Royal Sussex Light Infantry Militia, on the Puke’s death. 

“South Camp, Aldershot, 29tli. October, 18C0. 

“In announcing to the Regiment the irreparable loss it has sustained 
in the death of their late Colonel, the Duke of Richmond, K.G., the 
Commanding Officer cannot refrain from recalling to the minds of the 
Officers, Nori-Coramissioned Officers, and Men, the many nohle, excellent, 
and amiable qualities for which their late deeply honoured Chief was so 
eminent, which during life rendered him loved and respected by ail, 
and which will ever cause his memory to be revered. 

“At an early age the Earl of March entered the Army, and the 
Medals you have so often seen on his breast, bear testimony to the 
many dangers and privations he encountered, and how gallantly lie met 
them for his country’s honour. Whether serving on the personal Stuff 
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to tbe Queen; High Steward of Chichester; Chancellor of 
Marischall College, Aberdeen, and ' Hereditary Constable of 
Inverness Castle. On inheriting the larger estates of his 
maternal 1111016 , the last Hnlve of Gordon, he assumed, in 
1836, the name of Gordon by royal letters patent, for himself 
and all his then sur\dving issue. His decease occurred on the 
21st. of October, 1860, and his remains were interred in 
the family vault of Chichester Cathedral, the funeral, ac- 
cording to his request, being strictly private. There was 
a large concourse of spectators, for the Duke had by his 
kindliness of manner won the esteem of his countrymeB, and 
since the death of the Duke of "VYellington, no nobleman has 
been more universally regretted. 

The Queen fully repaired the omission of her predecessors, 
by conferring tbe boon so long and anxiously coveted, and on 
the 1st. of June, 1847, (the anniversary of a glorious naval 
victory,) the following general order was issued, which, it is 
almost superfluous to add, was read with delight by the 
surviving Peninsular veterans. 

‘^Horse Guards, 1st. June, 1847. 

'‘Her Majesty having been graciously pleased to command 
that a Medal should be struck to record the Services of 
Her Pleets and Armies during the M^ars commencing in 
1793, and ending in 1814, and that one should be conferred 
upon every Officer, Hon- Commissioned Officer, and Soldier of 
the Arm}?-, who was present in any Battle or Siege, to 

of tlie Illustrious Wollir.gtou, or his compauy in the 52n(I. Light 

Infantry, he always did his duty. His constaTit visit to the Sick in Hos- 
pital and his total abnegation of self, will be remembered by all who 
knew him. In his latter years, the Eegimeiit can speak to the energy 
of which he was capable, and the deep interest he always felt in its 
welfare and prosperity. The Commanding Officer feels confident that 
there is not a man in the Regiment who will not proudly speak to 
the high and generous character of their lamented Colonel ; and he 
feels sure he will live in the alfections of all those who have served 
under him, and trusts all will strive to perform their duty, and thus do 
honour to the memory of one who was never known to have neglected his. 

“The Funeral of the lamented Duke is appointed to take place to- 
morrow, the SOtli. instant, at Chichester, from which date the Officers 
will continue to wear Black (’rape on the left arm for one month ; the 
Chaco Ornaments, Waist Plates, Sword Knots, and Tassel of the Regimental 
Colour to be covered with Black Crape, for the first fourtecii days of 
the same period. 

(By Order) (Signed) W. Fuller, 

“Captain and Adjutant, Royal Sussex Light Infantry Militia.'’ 
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comineraoi’ate wliicli Medals had been struck by command 
of Her Majesty’s R')yal Predecessors., and had been distributed 
to the General or Superior Officers of the several Armies 
and Corps of Troops engaged, in conformity with the RegU'- 
iations of the Service at that time in force; — General and 
other Officers, Hon- Commissioned Officers, and Soldiers, who 
consider that they have claims to receive this mark of their 
Sovereign’s gracious recollection of their Services, and of her 
desire to record the same, are each to apply to the Secretary 
of the Board of General Officers, "Whitehall, London, and to 
send in writing to the same Officer, a statement of his claim, 
for what Action, at what period of time, and the Hames of 
the Persons, or the titles of the Documents by which the 
Claim can be proved. 

^ 'These Claims are to he sent, by General Officers having 
such Claims, through the hands of the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Army: — 

'‘The Staff Officers having such Claims, through the General 
Officers under whom they served, if alive; — if not alive, 
through the Adjutant- General of the Army: — 

"Officers, Hon- Commissioned Officers, and Soldiers of 
Regiments, Battalions, and Detachments, through the Com- 
manding Officer of the Regiment, Battalion, or Detachment, 
at the time, if still alive This will be known by enquiry 
at the Agents of the Regiments resident in London. If 
such Commanding Officer should not he alive, the Application, 
in writing, must he sent through the Adjutant- General of 
the Army. 

'‘The Board of General Officers is hereby, by Her Majesty’s 
Command, directed to take into consideration,— -to investigate 
the facts stated in each of these several applications,— and 
to report to the Commander-in-Chief upon the same, for the 
information of Her Majesty, and to enable those commanded by 
Her Majesty to deliver to the Claimants the Medals accordingly. 

* The following circumstance will shew the lengthened period which 
had elapsed. An old officer, who had had a claim preferred through 
liim, called at the Horse Guards, and the author of this work had to 
show him the returns, the aged veteran being uncertain whether he 
himself was in the particular action, (having been in so many and at 
such a distant date,) for which the applicant claimed a medal, in tlio 
manner above described. 
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“The Adjutant-General, and the Military Secretary of the 
Cominander-in- Chief wdll transmit to the Secretary of the 
Board of General Officers, such information as they may have 
been able to acquire, to assist in the investigations which 
the Board will have to make. 

“The Commander-in- Chief has been rec|mred to desire, 
that the Board of General Officers will have Alphabetical 
Lists made out of the names of the Claimants to one of these 
Medals, with his Bank, and the name of the particular 
Battle or Siege for which he claims to receive the same in- 
serted in the Margin, — and at which the Board of General 
Officers may" consider that he wms present. 

“The occasions for which Medals have been granted by 
the Sovereign, are specified in the annexed page for general 
information and guidance, as at page 73 of the Annual Army 
List. 

By Command of Field Marshal, 

The Duke op Wellixgtox, Commander-in- Chief, 
John Macdoxald, Adjutant-General.” 

“Honorary Distinctions have been granted to Officers in Com- 
memoration of their Services in the following Battles or 
Actions: — Maida, July 4th., 1806; Boleia, August 17th,, 
1808; Yimiera, August 21st., 1808; Sahagim, Benevente, etc., 
December, 1808, and January, 1809; Corunna, January, IGth., 
1809; Martinique, February, 1809; Talavera, July 27th* and 
28th., 1809; Guadaloupe, January and February, 1810; Busaco, 
September 27tb., 1810; Barrosa, March 5tli., 1811; Fuentes 
d’ Onor, May 5th., 1811; Albuhera, May 16th., 1811; Java, 
August and September, 1811; Ciudad Eodrigo, Januar^q 1812; 
Badajoz, March 17th. and April 6th., 1812; Salamanca, July 
22nd., 1812; Fort Detroit, America, August, 1812; Yittoria, 
June 21st., 1813; Pyrenees, July 28th, to August 2nd,, 1813; 
St. Sebastian, August and September, 1813; Chateauguay, 
America, October 26th., 1813; Hivelle, November 10th., 1813; 
ChrystleFs Farm, America, November llth., 1813; Hive, 
December 9th. to 13th., 1813; Orthes, February 27th., 1814; 
Toulouse, April 10th., 1814.” 

A similar order was issued regarding naval services; these 
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commenced witli Lord Howe’s action of tlie 1st. of eTnncj 
1794, but tbe earliest military service tliiis decorated was 
tlie campaign in Egypt, 1801, a general order, dated tbe 
ritli. of February, 1850, being issued, by wbicli tbe -war 
medal was to be conferred on tbe surviving Egj'ptian veterans; 
and if they bad already received it, an additional bar, 
bearing tbe word Egypt, was to be granted. 

The Wah Medal bas on the obverse tlie bead of tbe Queen, 
•with tbe date 1848; and on tbe reverse Her Majesty, as 
tbe representative of tbe country or people, is in the act of 
crowning with a laurel wreath tbe Duke of Wellington, in 
a kneeling attitude, as emblematic of tbe army. In the 
cxergxie is engraved 1793-1814, (tbe former date only applying 
to tbe navy,) and by tbe side of the dais is the British 
lion. The inscription is To the British Army. In the 
illustration only a few of the bars are given, but alF the 
services enumerated in tbe foregoing list wvere of course com- 
memorated by their names being placed on the bars. The 
rank and names of recipients were engraved round the edge 
of the medal. The ribbon is red, with blue edges. 

Tbe first service then, in the order of date, is 

THE EGYPTIAN CAMPAIGN, 1801. 

Ix the year 1 800, a French army, which had been designated 
the “Army of the East,'’ held Egypt in subjection, and the 
British government anticipating that India was the meditated 
scene of conquest, determined to employ the disposable force 
of tbe kingdom in relieving Egypt from her invaders. After 
experiencing much severe weather at sea, tbe fleet arrived at 
Malta, where tbe troops landed, and tbe abundance of fresh 
provisions afforded by the inhabitants was most wmlcome. 
Leaving that island on the 20th. of December, 1800, the ar- 
mament sailed to Marmorice, in Asiatic Turkey, where the 
fleet anchored in a spacious hay environed by mountains, whilst 
gun-boats were being procured for the expedition, horses for 
the cavalry, and a plan of co-operation was in course of 
arrangement with the Turks. 

This force was under tbe command of tbe veteran General 
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Sir Balph. AbercroBiby, K.B., - and about six tliousand men 
from India and tbe Cape of Good Hope, under Major-General 
Baird, so celebrated for bis conduct at Bernigapatam, were 
appointed to co-operate. 

At this period the Britisb forces were brigaded as follows: 
— Guards, Major-General tbe Honourable George J. LudloTsy 
First Eoyals, 54tli., two battalions, and 92nd, Major-General 
(afterwards Sir Eyre) Coote; 8tb., 13tb., 18tb., and 90tb., 
Major-General (afterwards Sir lobn) Cradock; 2nd., oOtb., and 
79tb., Major-General Lord Cavan; 30tb., 44tb., and 89tb., 
Brigadier -General (afterwards Sir John) Boyle; Minorca, 
Be Bolle’s, and Billon’s regiments, (since disbanded,) Major- 
General John Stuart, (afterwards Count of Maida.) The re- 
serve consisted of detacbments of lltb. and Hompescb’s dragoons, 
40tb,, flank companies, 23rd., 28tb., 42nd., 58tb., and Corsican 
Bangers, (since disbanded,) Major-General (afterwards Sir John) 
Moore; 12tb. and 26th. dragoons, Major-General tbe Hon- 
ourable Edwmrd Eincb; artillery and pioneers, Brigadier- General 
Lawson. 

After some delay at Marmorice, in expectation of receiving 
reinforcements of Greeks and Turks, the expedition proceeded 
to its destination, and on tbe 2nd. of March, 1801, anchored 
in tbe Bay of Aboukir, eastward of Alexandria, when, not- 
withstanding all tbe exertions of tbe navy, under the orders 
of Admiral Lord Keith, the necessary arrangements for landing 
tbe troops could not be effected until a week afterwards, 
owing to unfavourable weather, and other obstructions. A 
landing was however effected on the 8tli. of March. On. that 
morning a rocket gave tbe signal for one hundred and fifty 
boats, laden with five thousand men, to approach tbe shore, 
and tbe next moment tbe deep murmur of a thousand oars 
wms beard urging forward tbe flower of a brave army, to 
engage in an enterprise of a most arduous character. As 
they approached the shore, tbe Ereucb assailed them with a 
tempest of bullets, wbicli cut the surface of tbe ■water into 
deep furrows, and sank several of tbe boats. Yet pressing 
omvard with redoubled ardour, the undaunted Britons gained 
the shore, and instantly leaping out of the boats, rushed for- 
ward to encounter their numerous antagonists. 
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The troop?; fonniDg the tet dmsionj ooii?;isting of the re'- 
BcrvOj inuler the coinmand of Mhjor-Geiieral (jiflorwnnl?; Sir 
John) ^f.ooro; the brigade of Guards, under the Ilononrahle 
Major-(h'ueral Ludlow; and a portion of the iirst brigade^ 
under Major-General Coote, got into the boatB ciwly in, the 
inorning; they had generally about six: mih^H to vow, and did 
not roach the point of landing until ten o'cloelv. Hie front 
of disembarkation -was narrow, and a hill, wliitdi <nnninanded 
the whole, seemed almost inaccessible, JS'otwithstanding their 
being exposed to a very severe cannonade, and nndiT the 
of grape shot, the troops made good their landing, ascended 
the hill, and farced the enemy to retire, leaving behind him 
seven pieces of artilleiy, together with a number of horses. The 
troops that ascended the hill in the bice of clangers and dilii- 
culties sufficient to intimidate ordinary men, consisted of the 
23rd. Puoyal Trclsb Fusiliers, and the four flank companies of 
the 40th. regiment, under the command of Colonel Spencer, 
whose conduct was specially commended in the despatches; in 
which also the good order of the disembarkation of the 28th. 
and 42nd. regiments, under the command of Erigadicr-General 
Oakes was particularly noticed. 'Whilst tliese regiments formed 
and mounted the position, the Foot Guards and 58th. regiment 
prolonged the attack, the Koyals and the 54tli. pushing Ibr- 
ward to sustain their gallant comrades. A column of French 
infantry advancing through a hollow way with hxecl bayonets 
against the left flank of the Foot Guards, encountered the two 
latter regiments; the British advanced, when their opponents 
hesitated, fired a volley, and then retreated. The disembarka- 
tion of the army continued on the 8th. and the day following.'^' 

* As the soldiers were 'burying a Higlilancicr of the 42nd. regiment, who 
was supposed to be dead. Captain David Stewart, of Garth, requested them 
to take him out of the grave, and cany him to the surgeon ; lie soon re- 
covered of a swoon, his wound was cured, and he resumed lus duty 
shortly afterwards. It is to be hoped that this soldier did not evince hfs 
gratitude like the private of the Slst. regiment, mentioned in the following 
anecdote : — In 1799, the 31st. regiment was serving in Holland, and at 
Egmont-op-Zee crossed bayonets with the French regiment bearing the same 
number; a ball fired during the retreat of the latter, passed through the 
jaws of a ssoldier of the former, named Robert Hiillock; in the course 
of the afternoon he was buried in the sand-hill where ho had hxllen, by 
a soldier of his regiment, named John Carnes. Daring the night Hullock 
having been but lightly covered with sand, crept out and crawled to a 
picket of his corps posted near. He was sent to hospital, recovered, and 
was serving with his regiment in Malta, in 1809. His face having been 
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On tlie Sth. of March, the casualties consisted of four officers, 
four sergeants, and ninety- four rank and file killed ; twenty-six 
officers, thirty- four sergeants, hve drummers, and four hundred 
and fifty rank and file wounded. 

The troops which landed on the 8th., advanced three miles 
the same day, and on the 12th., the army moved forward, and 
came in sight of the enemy, who was strongly posted with 
his right to the canal of Alexandria, and his left towards the 
sea. 

About six o’clock in the morning of the 13th, of March, the 
British advanced to atwack the enemy’s position in front of 
Mandora. The leading brigades were commanded by Major- 
Generals Cradock and the Earl of Cavan. The 90th. formed 
the advanced guard of the front line, and the 92nd. that of 
the second; both battalions suffered severely, and were highly 
distinguished. These two regiments bear the word Mandora 
on their colours. The Erench having opened a most destructive 
fire from their artillery, enfiladed the column to its whole 
depth, and orders were consequently given to deploy into line. 
This was considered a favourable moment, and the enemy im- 
mediately advanced to the attack, Major-General Cradock 
formed his brigade under a heavy fire, and the gallant conduct 
of the regiments, (the 8th., 13th., 18th., and 90th. infantry,) 
was equal to the emergency. In this action Lieutenant- Colonel 
(afterwards Viscount) Hill commanded the 90th., and exhibited 
that coolness and conspicuous bravery so frequently displayed 
during the Peninsular campaigns.'^^ The remainder of the army 


miicli disfigured, and his voice scarcely intelligihic, (a part of his tongue 
and palate having been carried away,) he had for some years served as 
pioneer to his company; a soldier of it died, and Hiillock, as a part of 
his duty, dug the grave, in which he was fimnd, on the arrival of the 
body for interment, still at work, though then nearly ten feet cleei). On 
b<}ing drawn out he was asked his reason for making it so iinnsually deep, 
he replied, “Why, Sir, it *s for poor John Carnes, who buried me, and 1 
think, Sir, if I get him that deep, it will puzzle him to creep out as I 
did.” On the burial service being read, he proceeded to fill up the grave, 
and actually buried the man who ten years previously had buried him. 
Ilullock was discharged and pensioned in 1814. 

In the “lafe of Lord Hiii,” by the Rev. Edwin Sydney, A.lf., it ap- 
pears that tlie sensibility of that gallant general was such as to faint, in 
his boyhood, at the sight of blood when one of his schoolfellows had cut 
his finger. After one of his achievements in the war, this fact was brought 
to his recollection by a lady, with the remark that she wondered how he 
could have acted with such coolness and vigour in the midst of the dreadful 
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Tlic troops forming the Urst division, consisting of tlio re- 
serve, niuloF tlio command of Major- (Urn oral (a.rU'rwnrds Sir 
eiolni) iMoore; tlie brigade of Guards, under tlu^ Honourable 
'^rajor-Cbnieral Ludlow; and a portion of the iirst l)rig’ade, 
under Major-Goneral (L)ote, got into tbe boats (nrly in the 
morning; tliey bad generally about six miles to row, and did 
not retich tbe point of landing until ten ohdtxdv, ddie front 
of disembarlvation was narrowy and a billy wbitdi eommanded 
tbe whole, seemed almost inaccessible. jJs'^oiwlthstaiicling their 
being exposed to a very severe cannonade, and under the fire 
of grape shot, the troops made good their landing, aseeiideci 
the hill, and foi-ced the enemy to retire, leaving behind him 
seven pieces of ar tiller}^, together witli a number of horses. The 
ti’oops that ascended the hill in the fece of dangers and diffi- 
culties sufficient to intimidate ordinary men, consisted of the 
23rd. Eoyal Welsh Fusiliers, and the four flank companies of 
the 40th. regiment, under the command of Colonel Spencer, 
whose conduct was specially commended in the despatches; in 
which also the good order of the disembarkation of the 28th. 
and 42nd. regiments, under the command of Brigadier-General 
Oakes was particularly noticed. Whilst these regiments formed 
and mounted the position, the Foot Guards and 58th. regiment 
prolonged the attack, the Eoyals and the 54th. pushing for- 
ward to sustain their gallant comrades. A column of French 
inffmtry advancing through a hollow way with fixed bayonets 
against the left flank of the Foot Guards, encountered the two 
latter regiments; the British advanced, when their opponents 
hesitated, fired a volley, and then retreated. The disembarka- 
tion of the army continued on the 8th. and the clay following.*^' 

* As the soldiers were Jurying a HighlarcTcr of the 42iTd. regiment, who 
was supposed to be dead, Captain David Stewart, of Garth, requested them 
to take him out of the grave, and carry him to the surgeon ; he soon re- 
covered of a swoon, his w^ound was cured, and he resumed his duty 
shortly afterwards. It is to be hoped that this soldier did not evince his 
gratitude like the private of the 31st. regiment, mentioned in the following 
anecdote; — In 1790, the 31st. regiment was serving in Holland, and at 
Egmont-op-Zee crossed bayonets with the French regiment bearing the same 
number; a ball fired during the retreat of the latter, passed through the 
jaws of a soldier of the former, named Kobert Hullock; in the course 
of the afternoon he was buried in the sand-hill where lie had fallen, by 
a soldier of his regiment, named John Carnes. During the night Hullock 
having been but lightly covered with sand, crept out and crawled to a 
picket of his corps posted near. He was sent to hospital, recovered, ami 
was serving with his regiment in Malta, in 1800, His fiice having been 
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On the 8tli. of March the casualties consisted of four officers, 
four sergeants, and ninetj^'-four rank and file killed; twenty- six 
officers, thirty- four sergeants, five drummers, and four hundred 
and fifty rank and file wounded. 

The troops which landed on the 8th., advanced three miles 
the same day, and on the 12th., the army moved forward, and 
came in sight of the enemy, who was strongly posted with 
his right to the canal of Alexandria, and his left towards the 
sea. 

About six o’clock in the morning of the 13th. of March, the 
British advanced to attack the enemy’s position in front of 
Mandora. The leading brigades were commanded by Major- 
Grenerals Cradock and the Earl of Cavan. The 90th. formed 
the advanced guard of the front line, and the 92nd. that of 
the second; both battalions suffered severely, and were highly 
distinguished. These two regiments bear the word Mandora 
on their colours. The French having opened a most destructive 
fire from their artillery, enfiladed the column to its whole 
depth, and orders were consequently given to deploy into line. 
This was considered a favourable moment, and the enemy im- 
mediately advanced to the attack. Major-General Cradock 
formed his brigade under a heavy fire, and the gallant conduct 
of the regiments, (the 8th., 13tli., 18th., and 90th. infantry,) 
was equal to the emergency. In this action Lieutenant- Colonel 
(afterwards Viscount) Hill commanded the 90th., and exhibited 
that coolness and conspicuous bravery so frequently displayed 
during the Peninsular campaigns.*^^ The remainder of the army 


mucli disfigured, and his voice scarcely intelligible, (a part of liis tongue 
and palate having been carried away,) lie had for some years served as 
pioneer to his coinpuiiv; a soldier of it died, and Hnllock, as a part of 
ids duty, dug the grave, in which he was fauiid, on the arrival of the 
body for interment, still at work, though then nearly ten feet deep. On 
heiiig drawn out he was asked his reason for making it so unusually deep, 
he replied, “Why, Sir, it’s for poor John Carnes, who buried me, and 1 
think, Sir, if I get him that deep, it will puzzle him to creep out as I 
did,” On the burial service being read, he proceeded to fillup the grave, 
and actually buried the man who ten years previously bad buried him. 
Hullock was discharged and pensioned in 1814. 

In the “Life of Lord Hill,” by the Rev. I^dwin Sydney, A.M., it ap- 
pears that the sensibility of that gallant general was such as to faint, in 
ins boyhood, at the sight of blood when one of his schoolfellows had cut 
his finger. After one of his achievements in the war, this fact was bn>nght 
to his recollection by a lady, with the remark that she wmndered how he 
could have acted with such coolness and vigour in the midst of the dreadful 
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wcMe iininediately ill a situation not only to laco l)ut to repel 
tlie enemy. The 'reserve,;' . under- Maior-Chaieral 'Motu’c, -wliieli 
•was on the right, on the chatige of the position of tlu; army, 
moved on in column, and covered the right llanlc. Tlu^ Trench 
were driven Iroin their position, and Averc coin [lel led 1o retreat 
over tlie plaiirs into the lines on the heights lud’ore Alexandria. 

Sir Ihilph Ahcrcromhy expressed his ohligaiions to all the 
general otlicors, and to the staff, and s])(H‘-ially named the 
Hononrahle brigadier- General Hope, (aft('rw^a)’ds the Earl of 
Hopetoun,) Adjutant-General, and Liciitenaut-Colonel Anstni- 
thcr, Quartermaster- General. 

In the action of the 13th. of March, the British had six 
officers, six sergeants, one drummer, and one hundred and 
forty-three rank and file killed; sixty-seven officers, sixty-one 
sergeants, seven drummers, and nine hmiclred and forty- six 
rank and file wmniided. 

In the general orders issued on the follovdng day, it vms 
stated, that ‘^The Commander-in- Chief has the greatest satis- 
faction in thanking the troops for their soldicr-liko and intrepid 
conduct in the action of yesterday; he feeds it incumbent on 
him particularly to express his most perfect satisfaction -^vith 
the steady and gallant conduct of Major-General Cradock's 
brigade.’^ 

Having gained a second victory on tlie shores of Egypt, the 
army took up a position about four miles from Alexandria, 
having a sandy plain in front, the sea on the right, and the 
canal of Alexandria and the lake of Aboukir on the left. The 
42nd. were posted, with the other regiments of the reserve, 
under Major-General Moore, on very high ground, projecting 
a quarter of a mile on the right, and extending to the large 
and magnificent ruins of a palace, built in the time of the 
Homans, witliin fifty yards of the sea. Tliis higli ground of 
sand-hills and old ruins, was about three liundrecl yards broad; 
it sloped gradually down into a valley, which lay hetwccii it 
and the other parts of the position. The 58th. regiment occu- 
I>ied the ruins, and the 28th, a redoubt near them; the 23ra; 

scenes of carnage surronnCing him. «T have still/’ he replied, “the same 
feelings; but in the excitement of battle all individual sensation is lost 
sight of.” 
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and 42iid., with the flank companies of the 40tli., nnd the 
Corsican Hangers, were placed a short distance behind the 
ruins and the redoubt: the other corps of tlie army extending 
to the canal. The French occupied a parallel position on a 
high and almost perpendicular ridge of hills; in the centre 
of their line appeared Fort Cretin — in the left of its rear 
Fort Caffarelli, — Fompey’s Pillar on its right, — Cleopatra’s Xecdle 
on the left, and the city of Alexandria extending to the sea, 
with the masts of the shipping in the harbour at the back of 
the town. The whole presented a most interesting appearance; 
objects celebrated in history, even some of the wonders of 
the world, could he distinctly seen, and the ruins under the 
soldier’s feet v/ere of interesting antiquity. 

For seven days the army occuxned this position without 
interruption; the soldiers being under arms eveiy morning at 
three o’clock, and working parties being afterwards employed 
iu strengthening the post. 

An affair took place between a patrol of the British and 
that of the French in the neighbourhood of Alexandria, on 
the 18tli, of March, in which the follo^ving casualties were 
sustained: — Quartermaster John Simpson, 26th. Light Dragoons, 
killed. 'Wounded — Colonel ' Mervyn Archdall, 12th. Light 
Dragoons, and Lieutenant and Adjutant Prichard Hart, of the 
26th. Light Dragoons. Captain the Honourable Pierce Butler, 
and Cornet Earle Lindsay Daniel, of the 12th. Light Dragoons, 
and Captain Charles Turner, (Brigade-Major,) and Quarter- 
master Abraham Moulton, of the 26th. Light Dragoons, were 
taken prisoners; seven rank and file and twenty-three horses 
were killed; one sergeant, and six rank and file, and twelve 
horses wounded; twelve men and seven horses missing. 


BATTLE OF ALEXAKDIilA. 

21st. Makch, 1801. 

The Ercneh army having been augmented by the arrival 
of additional troops from the interior, General Menou advanced 
early on the morning of the celebrated 21st. of March, and 
attacked the British position with great intrepidity. The 
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actioii commenc(3(l aboiit an luHir before dayliglit by a false 
attack on the British left, consisting of the IStln, 18th., 
and 90th. regiments, whitdi was under Mtijor •General Cradock’s 
command, wliere tliey were soon repulsed. The most vigoroins 
elforts of the enemy were directed against tlie right, whicli 
they eudcniA'onred to turn. The attack on tliat point was com- 
nnuka'd with great impetuosity by the Prtmch infantry, sus- 
tained by a strong body of cavalry, wlio cluirged in column. 
Tbey Avere veGeived AAuth equal ardour, and witli tlie ixtmost 
steadiness and discipline. The contest was uniisiially obstinate; 
tlie enemy Avas twice repulsed, and his cavalry became re- 
peatedly mixed AAuth the British inthntry. At length they 
retired, leaving an immense number of killed and wounded 
on tbe field. In these attacks the 28th. and 42nd. regiments 
gained great renown; the former had been ordered into tbe 
redoubt on the left of the ruins of the palace of the Ptole- 
mies, — the left wing of the 42nd. advanced under Major Stirling, 
and took post on the open ground quitted by the 28th., and 
the right wing of the regiment, under Lieutenant- Colonel 
Stewart, formed tAVO himdred yards in the rear of the left 
Aving. In an instant the ruins, redoubt, and left Aving Avere 
attacked by the enemy with great impetuosity; but the steady 
and well-directed fire of the British regiments forced their 
assailants to retire. 

"Vihile the front AAms thus engaged, a column of the famed 
“Invincible Legion^' adAmnced, preceded by a six -pounder gun, 
silently along the interval between the left of the 42nd. and 
the right of the Boot Guards, from which the cuA^alry picket 
had retired, and calculating its distance corrcctlj^, although in 
the dark, it wheeled to its left, and penetrated unobserved 
between the wings of the 42nd. regiment drawn up in parallel 
lines. The instant this column Avas seen, the right Aving of 
that regiment attacked its front with great gallantry, and 
captured the gun, — the rear rank of the left AAung faced about 
attacked to its rear, and the Prench being thus placed be- 
tween two fires, rushed toAvards the ruins of the ancient palace, 
— ^receiving the fire of the 28th. as they passed the redoubt, 
of the grenadiers and light infantry of the 40th. as they passed 
the ground occupied by these companies, and being pursued 
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in full career by tlie 42nd. As the Frencli entered tbe niinS; 
two companies of the 58tb. wheeled back, and after firing a 
few rounds of musketry, charged with the bayonet.'^V Being 
thus attacked in front and on the flanks, and pursued by the 
Highlanders, who closed wdth bayonets on the rear, the ^^In- 
Yincible Legion’^ resisted until six hundred and fifty of their 
number had flxllen, when the survivors, about two hundred and 
fifty in number, threw down their arms and surrendered, de- 
livering up their standard to Major Stirling, of the 42nd., who 
gave it in charge of a sergeant, wdth directions to remain close 
to the gun which the regiment had taken from the enemy.f 
This column of the enemy being thus disposed the 42nd. 

* ‘‘The 28tli, stationed there opened a heavy 0re on that part of the 
enemy which attempted to storm the redoubt in front ; but the main body 
of the two columns now joined to a third, forced in behind the redoubt, 
and whilst some remained to attack it thus in the rear, the rest penetrated 
into the ruins. Colonel Crowdjye, who commanded the left of the 58th., 
observing their advance through the openings, wheeled back two compa- 
nies, and after two or three rounds of fire, advanced on the enemy with 
the bayonet. At this instant the 23rd. regiment appeared to support, 
having moved for that purpose from its station, and the 42nd. also ad- 
vancing on the exterior side of the ruins, to cover the opening on the 
left of the redoubt, so cut off the troops which had entered, that after 
a severe loss they were obliged to surrender. The 28th. regiment had 
presented, as well as the 58th., the extraordinary spectacle of troops fighting 
at the same time to the front, flanks, and rear. Although thus siuToimded, 
the 28th. regiment remained fixed to the platform of the parapet, and pre- 
serving its order, continued a contest unexampled before this day. 

“The advance of the 42nd. relieved the 28th. for a moment from this 
unequal attack; but as that regiment approached the right of the redoubt, 
the first line of the enemy’s cavalry, passing by the left of the redoubt, 
floundering over the tents and in the holes dug in the encampment of the 
28th. regiment, charged en 7nmse, and overwhelmed the 42nd ; yet, though 
broken, this gallant corps was not defeated; individually it resisted, and 
the conduct of each man exalted still more the high character of the 
regiment. Colonel Spencer, who, with the flank companies of the 40th., 
had taken his station in the intervals of the ruins, was for some seconds 
afraid to order bis men to fire, lest he should destroy the 42nd., so in- 
termixed with the enemy. But the cavalry passing on, and directing itself 
against that interval, he was obliged to command the firing, which stopped 
the cavalry’s advance; yet such a feeble force must instantly have been 
overpowered, if at this critical moment General Stuart, with the foreign 
brigade from the second line, had not advanced in the most perfect order, 
and poured in such a heavy and well-directed fire, that nothing could 
withstand it, and the enemy fled or perished.” — Sir Robert }Filso7i'$ Ristori/ 
of the JB^^iish Expedition to Egypt. 

t When the standard was delivered up to Major Stirling, of the 42nd., he 
gave it in charge to a sergeant to remain close to the gun which^ that 
corps had captured, but in a subsequent charge, this non-commissioned 
officer was ridden over by the French Dragoons, was stunned in conse- 
quence, and when he returned to consciousness the standard of the “In- 
vincible iiCgion” was gone. It was afterwards recovered from the French 
by Private Anthony Lutz, of the Minorca regiment an the British service, 
was sent to England, and placed in the Royal Military Chapel, ^Viutella^l, 
and subsequently in Chelsea Hospital. 
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instantly issued from among tlie ruins, and foriiied line in 
battalion on the flat, witlx their right supported by the redoubt; 
but at tluxt moment the Preach infantry pressed forward so 
rapidly, that Major-General Moore ordered the regiment for- 
ward before its formation was completed, when Sir IMpli 
Abereromby, who was on the spot, encouraging the troops, 
called out ^‘My brave Highlanders, remember your conn try, 
remember your fbrefalhers!’’ and the regiment rushed forward 
with heroic ardour, drove back the Prench, and pursued them 
along tlie sandy plain. Major-General Moore, who had the 
advantage of a keen penetrating eye, saw throngh the increasing 
clearness of the atmosphere, fresh columns of the enemy, witli 
three squadrons of cavalry, prepared to charge through the 
intervals of the retreating infantry, and instantl}?" calling to 
the 42nd. to cease pursuing, directed them to I'esume their 
former ground to resist the charge of cavalry. This order to 
fall back to the redoubt, was repeated by Lieutenant- Colonel 
Stirling, but it was only partially heard by the regiment, owing 
to the noise from the firing; the companies which heard it 
fell back, and the others remained in advance. ’While in this 
broken state, the regiment was cliai^ged by the Prenoh horse- 
men, who dashed forward with great audacity, as to an assured 
victory; but the gallant Highlanders stood firm, and their fire 
thinned the enemy’s ranks in the advance. All the companies 
which were formed repulsed the dragoons with loss; tlio otliei’* 
comjxanies were broken, yet the Highlanders individual^, or 
in small groups, maintained a fierce contest with the dragoons, 
and a number of single combats took place, in which great 
courage and activity were displayed. The Prench dragoons 
which had penetrated the broken companies, or passed tbroiigli 
the intervals, turned to their left towards the ruins of the 
old Eoman palace, as the column of infantry had done early 
in the morning, and were nearly annihilated by the fire of 
the 28th. regiment. 

Buring this fierce contest the British troops had expended 
their ammunition, and while a supply was being procured from 
the ordnance stores at a distance, their fire ceased; that 
of the enemy, however, was continued with great execution, and 
put to a severe test the patient endurance of the troops, who 
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suffered se^erety. When a supply of ammunition arrived^ the 
enemy retreated, and the action terminated. 

Whilst this was passing on the right, the Eimch attempted 
to penetrate the centre with a column of infantiy, who were 
also repulsed, and obliged to retreat with loss; and here the 
Guards, under Major-General Ludlow, conducted themselves in 
the most cool, intrepid, and soldier-like manner, and were 
speciall 3 r commended in the official despatch. They received 
very efiectual support by a movement of the right of Major- 
General Coote’s brigade. 

Thus the British soldiers stood triumphant over Buonaparte^s 
^Tnvincible Legions’’ at the close of this third engagement. 
The loss of the enemy wms calculated to amount to upwards 
of three thousand killed, wounded, and taken prisoners. The 
British had ten officers, nine sergeants, and two hundred and 
twenty- four rank and file killed; sixty officers, forty-eight ser- 
geants, three drummers, and one thousand and eighty-two rank 
and file wounded. One stand of colours and two field-pieces 
were taken. 

Sir Ealph Ahercromby received a mortal wound at the com- 
mencement of the action, but which he concealed until the 
battle wms decided. This gallant general died on the 28tli. 
of March, and was buried at Malta. During the action he had 
had a narrow escape; after despatching his aides-de-camp to 
the different brigades, he was left alone near the ruins of the 
Palace of the Ptolemies, when the Prench cavalry having 
penetrated to the rear of the redoubt, two dragoons attacked 
him; a corporal -of the 42iid. ran to his assistance, and shot 
one of the assailants; the other rode off, hut was encountered 
and bajmneted by a soldier of the same regiment. He was 
succeeded in the command of the army by Lieutenant-General 
(afterwards Lord) Hutchinson. In that officer’s despatch, the 
conduct of the reserve, under Major-General (afterwards Sir 
John) Moore, against whom the principal attack was directed, 
was highly noticed; Major-General Moore and Brigadier- General 
Oakes, both wounded nearly at the same time, ■were specially 
mentioned; and the 28th. and 42nd. regimen were reported 

* The Highland Society, at London, in grateful acknowledgment, and 
commemoration of the valour of their countrymen, on this day, presented 
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08 liavmg acted tile most distingiiislied and hrilliant man- 
ner.” Major-General Coote, Colonel Paget, ’Hriga,dier-G(ni(‘ral 8 
Stuart and Hope, tlie foreign brigade, and Major- (Jeueral 
Ludlow were all conunendecL 

Sir Arclubald Alison, in liis ^‘History of I'lurope,” lias elo- 
quently summed up tlic consequences of this victory — ‘‘Tlic 
Ihittle of Alexandria not only delivered Kgy|)t from Hie re- 
publican yoke; it decided, in its ultimate eoiise(|ueuces, the 
fate of the civilized world. The importance of a triuinpli is 
not always to bo measured by the iiiimbor of troops engaged,* 
twenty-four thousand Homans, under Ccesur at Pluirsalia, changed 
the fate of antiquity; thirty-five thousand Greeks, under Alex- 
ander, subverted all the empires of the East; tliirty-thousand 
llepublicans at Marengo seated Hapoleon on the consular 
throne, and established a power which overturned nearly all 
the monarchies of Europe. The contest of twelve tliousand 
British with an equal number of Erench on the sands of Alex- 
andria, in its remote effects, overthrew a greater empire than 
that of Chaiiemagne, and rescued mankind from a more galling 
tyranny than that of the Homan emperors. It first elevated 
the hopes and confirmed the resolution of the English soldiers; 
it first broke the charm by which the continental nations had 
so long been ciitbrallcd; it first revived the military spirit of 
the English people, and awakened tlio pleasing hope, that the 
descendants of the victors at Cressy and Azincourt had not 
deg(merated from tlie valour of their fathers. Hotliing but the 
recollection of this decisive trial of strengtli could have sup- 
ported the British nation through the arduous coiifiict which 
awaited them on the renewal of tlie war, and induced them 
to remaim firm and unshaken amidst the successive prostration 
of every continental power, till the dawn of hope began to 
appear over the summit of the Pyrenees, and the eastern sky 
was reddened by the confiagration of Moscow. The continental 

the 42nd. regiment with a piece of plate, value one hundred guineas, in- 
scribed with an appropriate motto and designs. A silver medal w'as also 
struck, in commemoration of the capture of Buoiuiparte’s invincible stan- 
dard ; one to be given to each private as well as ofticcr in tlie regiment, 
or, if killed or dead, to their nearest surviving relations. The cool and 
intrepid courage of Colonel Stewart’s foreign corps, and of the 28tli. regi- 
ment, on Avhom, as well as the 42nd., the fury of the enemy principally 
fell, it is agreed, on all hands, was also, on this important day, particularly 
distinguished. 
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natioBSj accustomed to tlie shock of yast armies, and to regard 
the English only as a nayal power, attached little importance 
to the contest of such inconsiderable badies of men on a dis- 
tant shore; but the prophetic eye of iNapoleon at once discovered 
the magnitude of its consequences, and he received the intei- 
ligence of the disaster at Alexandria with a degree of anguish 
equalled only by that experienced from the shock of Trafalgar.” 

After this victory one division traversed the country to Ro- 
setta, and captured the forts at that place; part of the army 
then advanced up the Eiver Nile, and forced the French 
troops at the city of Cairo to surrender. Another portion 
was engaged in the blockade of Alexandria. 

Meanwhile the force under Major-General Baird had sailed from 
Bombay for the Red Sea. The original design was to proceed 
to the port of Suez, but the monsoon had commenced before 
the fleet entered the Red Sea, in April, 1801, when the Major- 
General determined to land at Cosseir, on the Red Sea, and brave 
the difliculties of the desert, in the hope of affording important 
aid to the forces which had arrived in Egypt from Europe. 
This was the flrst occasion that British troops had proceeded 
by tlie overland route, which course was again adopted during 
the Crimean Campaign, when two regiments of cavalry (10 tli. 
and 12th. Di^agoons) proceeded from India to Sebastopol. At 
this early period the fourteen- day march through the desert 
was a more serious affair than in later times. 

On landing the country presented a frightfully desolate 
prospect, but the soldiers commenced their march with alac- 
rity, although suffering from excessive heat and dysentery, 
occasioned by bad water. The march wms made during the 
night. A short distance from Cosseir the troops entered a 
ravine, which appeared to he the old bed of a river, along 
wliich they travelled three days, when it terminated at 
Moiiah: thence the desert had generally a hard gravelly 
soil, until the troops arrived at Baromba, where the first 

♦ The regiments which proceeded from India were the 10th., SOtli., 86th., 
and 88th. regiments; a troop of the 8th. Light Dragoons and the 61st. 
regiment embarked from the Cape of Good Hope, joined the army, under 
Major-General B^lird, at Cosseir, in July, 1801, and proceeded through 
the desert to Kcima, on the Nile, ’where the troops afteiwards_ embarked 
tor Cairo. 
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liaHtalble spot was inet with after leaving Gosseir, not a 
single hut being previously seen. There was an almost irre- 
sistible inclination to .sleep, and some soldiers straggling from 
the line of march that they might lie down, lost tlieir lives. 
About ten miles fronr Earomha was Iienna, wlricli was reached 
without further difficulty. 

Lieutenant-General the Honourable Sir John Ilely Ilutcliiii- 
son, K.B., who had succeeded to the command upon the 
death of General Sir Ealph Abereromby, advanced to Grand 
Cairo, which capitulated on the 27th. of June, 1801. General 
Mcnou, refusing to accept the capitulation of Cairo, was 
closely besieged in Alexandria. The operations against the 
enemy’s works commenced on the 17th. of August. Major- 
General Coote embarked with a strong body of troops on 
the inundation in the night of the IBth. and 17th. of 
August, and effected a landing to the westward of Alexandria, 
and immediately invested the strong castle of Marabout. 

On the east side of Alexandria two attacks were made to 
obtain possession of some heights, in front of the entrenched 
position of the enemy. Major-General Cradock conducted the 
attack against their right, and Major-General Moore was 
entrusted with that against their left. The action was 
neither obstinate nor severe, and hut small loss was sustained. 
A part of Brigadier- General Hoyle’s brigade, the 30th. regiment, 
(but under the immediate command of Colonel Spencer,) had 
taken possession of a Mil in front of the Trench right. 
General Menoii, who was in person in that part of Ms 
entrenched camp immediately opposite to the British post, 
ordered about six hundred men to make a sortie. The enemy 
advanced in column, with fixed bayonets, and without firing 
a shot, till they were very close to the '30th. regiment, to 
whom Colonel Spencer gave an immediate order to charge, 
though they did not consist of more than two hundred men. 
The order was obeyed with great spirit and determination, 
and the enemy was driven back to his entrenchments in 
the greatest confusion, with the loss of several killed, wounded, 
and taken prisoners. 

On the night between the 18th. and 19th., Major-General 
Coote opened batteries against the castle of Marabout. This 
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fort, situated on an island at tlie entrance of tlie old liar- 
bonr of Alexandria, capitulated to tlie troops under Major- 
General Eyre Coote, on the 21st. of August, 1801. A^o 
loss was sustained. A brass gun was caj)tured from tlie enemy 
by tlie first battalion of tlie 54tb. regiment, wbicli it retained 
until December, 1841; and on its being placed in the reposi- 
tory established in the Eo^ml Arsenal at Woolwicli, the corps 
received tlie royal authority to bear the word MAHAnonT on 
the regimental colour and appointments, in commemoration 
of the gallantry evinced by the battalion at the capture of 
that fort. Ko other regiment hears this distinction. 

Major-General Coote marched from Marabout on the morning 
of the 22nd. of August, to attack a strong corps posted in 
his front, in order to cover the approach to Alexandria. In 
the action which ensued, the Drench suffered extremely, and 
left their wounded and seven pieces of cannon behind. A 
remarkable escape of this General and a company of guards 
is related by Sir Eobert Wilson. While passing under a heavy 
fire of grape, which struck off several of the men’s ca]is, they 
escaped without injury. 

During the evening of the 27th. of August, General Menou 
sent an aide-de-camp to request an armistice for three days, 
in order to afford time to prepare a capitulation, which after 
some difficulties and delays was signed on the 2nd. of Sep- 
tember. It is on record that after the terms of surrender 
were concluded, the Erench General received Brigadier- General 
Hope with the natural politeness of his countrymen, and an 
invitation was given to dinner, the repast consisting entirely 
of horse-flesh. 

This terminated the campaign in Egypt, and the achieve- 
ments of the British army were a prelude to future victories. 
The troops received the thanks of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and all the regiments received the royal authority to 
hear on their colours the word with the Sphinx as 

a lasting memorial of the glories acquired during this arduous 
and important campaign, which had exalted the military fame 
of Great Britain, by the expulsion of the “invincible” legions 
of Buonaparte from Egypt, whence he had expected to extend 
his conquests throughout Asia. The following were the regi- 
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ments employed in Egypt, in 1801: — 

Stli. Liglit Dragoons, one Troop, Captain Hawkins; 11 tin 
Liglit DragooiivS, one Troop, Captain A. Money; 1211). Light 
Dragoons, Colonel Mervyn Ai'clidall; 22nd. Light Dragoons,*^ 
Lieutenant- Colonel Honourable William Luniley; 26th. (after- 
wards 23rd.) Light Dragoons, Lieutenant- Colonel Bobert Gor- 
don; Hompeseb^s Hussars, (detachment,) Major Sir Ilobert 
T. Wilson; Coldstream Guards, 1st. Battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel 
Arthur Brice; 8rd, Foot Guards, 1st. Battalion, Lieutenant- 
Colonel T. Hilgrove Turner; Royals, 2nd. Battalion, Liexitenant- 
Colonel Duncan Campbell; 2nd. Queen’s Royal, Colonel the 
Earl of Dalhonsie; 8th. Foot, King’s, Colonel Gordon Drum- 
mond; loth. Foot, Lieutenant- Colonel Richard Quarrell; 13th. 
Foot, Lieutenant- Colonel Honourable Charles Colville; 18tli., 
Royal Irish, Lieutenant- Colonel Henry T. Montresor; 20th. 
Foot, 1st. and 2nd. Battalions, Lieutenant- Colonel George Smith; 
23rd, Ro 3 ml Welsh Fusiliers, Lieutenant- Colonel John Hall; 
24th, Foot, Lieutenant- Colonel John R. Forster; 25th. Foot, 
Colonel William Djmtt; 26th. Foot, Colonel Lord Elphinstone; 
27th. Iiiniskilling, Isfc. and 2nd. Battalions, Lieiitenant-Colonel 
Samuel Graham; 28tli. Foot, Colonel Honourable Edward Paget; 
30th. Foot, Lieutenant- Colonel William Wilkinson; 40tb. Foot, 
(Flank Companies,) Colonel Brent Spencer; 42nd., Royal High- 
land Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel William Dickson; 44tli. 
Foot, Lieutenant- Colonel David Ogilvie ; 50th. Foot, Colonel 
Patrick Wauebope; 54th. Foot, 1st. and 2nd. Batallions, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel John Thomas La^mrd; 58tb. Foot, lieutenant- 
Colonel William Houstoun; 61st. Foot, Lieutenant- Colonel Francis 
Carruthers; 79tb. Foot, Colonel Alan Cameron; SOth. Foot, 
Lieutenant -Colonel John Montresor; 86tb, Foot, Lieutenant- 
Colonel James P. Lloyd; 88th. Foot, Colonel William Carr 
Beresford; 89th. Foot, Colonel William Stewart; 90th. Foot, 
Colonel Rowland Hill; 92nd, Foot, Lieutenant- Colonel Charles 
Erskine; De Watteville’s Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Louis 
de Watteville; The Queen’s German Regiment, Lieutenant- Col- 
onel Peter John James Dutens; De Rolle’s Regiment, Lieuten- 

The 22nd. Light Dragoons, 20th. (two battalions,) 24th,, 25t,h., and 
2Gth. Regiments, the Ancient Irish Fencihics, and the foreign corps of De 
Watteville and Chasseurs Britanniques, joined the Army in Fgypt, in July, 
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aiit-Colonel The Baron Be Burler; Billon’s Eegiment, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel The Baron Berponcheri Eoj^al Corsican Eangers, 
Major Hudson Lowe; Ancient Irish. Fencibles; Chasseurs Bri- 
tanniqiies, Colonel John Eamsay; and the Staff Corps, (de- 
tachment.) 


THE TURKISH MEBAL* 

The Grand Seignior, with a view to perpetuate the services 
rendered to the Ottoman empire, established an order of knight- 
hood, designated the Crescent, which was conferred on the 
general officers. He also presented large gold medals to the 
field officers, and others of a smaller size to the captains and 
subalterns, which they were authorized by His Majesty to 
accept and wear. A palace ■was also built at Constantinople 
for the future residence of the British ambassadors. The medal 
from which the engraving has been made is the smaller one, 
given to captains and subalterns, but is the same in pattern 
as the larger size, conferred on the field-officers. On one side 
are the Crescent and Star, and on the other is the Sultan’s 
cypher, under which is the year 1801; the border is the same 
on both sides; the ribbon is dark orange. 

♦ The ilUiKtrations of the Turkish and Maida medals have keen made 
from specimens kindly lent to the author by Robert Hudson, Esq.,F.R.S., 
who has at much expense and labour procured a most valuable colIectiQii 
of medals, illustrative of our military and naval annals. 



32 


MEBAtS OF THE BEITIi?F ATIMY. 


BATTLE OE MAIDA. 

4th. Jtjlx, 1806. 

A saiTABEON of Britisli and Eussian vessels having, in No- 
vember, 1805, landed some troops at Naples, vdthont any 
opposition from the Neapolitan court, shortly afterwards de- 
parted. On receiving intelligence of this transaction, the Trench 
Emperor issued a proclamation, that ^The Neapolitan dynasty 
had ceased to reign,’’ and his brother Joseph, assisted by 
Marshal Massena, proceeded with an army to that country. 
The Trench entered Naples on the 15th. of Tebruary, and 
shortly obtained possession of the whole kingdom, excepting 
Gaeta. Meanwhile the Court had retired to Sicily. A decree 
was soon issued, by which the crown of Naples was conferred 
by Napoleon on his brother Joseph, who was proclaimed king 
on the 30th. of May. 

A body of troops was assembled by the Trench in Calabria, 
and extensive preparations were made for the invasion of Sicily. 
Major-General Stuart, who then commanded the British troops 
in Sicily, formed the design of penetrating Calabria, and attack- 
ing the Trench division, under General Eegnier: the result was 
the Battle of Maida, Tipper Calabria, which was fought on the 
4th, of July, 1806. On hearing of the disembarkation of the 
British at St. Euphemia, General Eegnier made a rapid march 
from Eeggio, nniting, as he advanced, his detached corps. Major- 
General Stuart resolved to anticipate the attack, and the army 
commenced its march on the morning of the 4th. of July. By 
nine o’clock in the morning the opposing fronts were warmly 
engaged- The right of the advanced line consisted of the 
battalion of light infantry, commanded by Lieutenant- Colon el, 
afterwards Sir James, Kempt, consisting of tlie light companies 
of the 20th., 27th., 35th., 58th., 61st., 81st., and M^atteville’s, 
(since disbanded,) together with one hundred and fifty chosen 
battalion men of the 35th. regiment, under Major Eobinson, 
Directly opposed to them was the favourite Trench regiment, 
the Ire. Legere. The two corps, at the distance of about one 
hundred j^ards, fired reciprocally a few rounds, when, as if by 
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mutual couseiit, tlie firing was suspended, and in close com- 
pact order and dreadful silence they advanced towards each 
other, until their bayonets began to cross. This momentous 
crisis appalled the enemy ; they broke and endeavoured to fly, 
but it was too late, and they were overtaken, when the most 
terrible slaughter ensued. 

Brigadier- (jeneral Acland, whose brigade, consisting of the 
78th. and 81st. regiments, was immediately on the left of the 
light infantry, availed himself of this favourable moment to 
press instantly forward upon the corps in his front, when the 
78th., under Lieutenant-Colonel Macleod, and the 81st., under 
Major Pienderleath, had an opportuity of distinguishing them- 
selves. The enemy fled in dismay and disorder, leaving the 
plain covered with their dead and wounded. 

Being thus completely discomfited on his left, General Eeg- 
nier commenced a new effort in the hope of recovering the 
day. The grenadier battalion and the 27th. regiment, which 
formed the first brigade, under Brigadier- General Cole, resisted 
the enemy most gallantly. ITothing could shake the undaunted 
firmness of the grenadiers, under Lieutenant- Colonel O’ Callaghan, 
and of the 27th. regiment, under Lieutenant- Colonel Smith. 
The cavalry, successively repelled fiom before their front, at- 
tempted to turn their left, when Lieutenant- Colonel Eoss, who 
had that morning landed from Messina with the 20th. Foot, 
and was coming up to the army during the action, having 
observed this movement, threw his regiment opportunely into 
a small cover upon their flank, and by a heavy and ell- 
directed fire completely frustrated the attempt. The 20tli., 
with natural pride, always commemorated this day’s glory. 
The enemy having succeeded with his cavalry in turning the 
British left, owing to the total deficiency of that arm on the 
part of the English, might possibly have retrieved the day, 
but for this movement. This was the final struggle, and the 
French began precipitately to retire; above seven hundred of 
their dead were buried upon the field of battle. 

The British infantry continued in pursuit as long as they 
were able, but as the enemy dispersed in every direction, and 
the victors were under the necessity of preserving order, the 
trial of speed became nnequaL The total loss sustained by 
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tlie Freiicli was estimated at four tliousaiid men; wliile tliat 
of the British was limited to only one officer, three sergeants, 
and forty-one rank and file killed; cdeven officers, eiglit ser- 
geants, two drinnmers, and two hundred and sixty- one rank 
and file wounded. 

For this victory Major-General Stuart received the thanks 
of Parliament, with a rote of a thousand pounds a 3 ’'ear for 
life; the approbation of his Sovereign, and the dignity of a 
Knight of the Bath; he was created Count of Maida by the 
King of Kaples, and the citj^ of London voted him its free-' 
dom and a sword. 

Ill the official communication from the British minister at 
Palermo, the battle of Maida was thus adverted to: — '^There 
is not to be found in the annals of military transactions an 
enterprise prepared with more deliberate reflection, or executed 
with greater decision, promptitude, and success, than the late 
invasion of Calabria by Sir John Stuart. I trust, therefore, 
you will not think me presumptuous for venturing to add my 
testimony of the high sense entertained by this Court, of the 
merits of the British General, and of his gallant army, who, 
on the fertile plains of Maida, have added new trophies to 
those which the same troops had formerly earned, from the 
same enemy, on the sandy regions of Egypt.’’ 

The following regiments bear the word Maida on their 
colours: — 20th., 27tli., 35th., 58th., 61st., (flank companies,) 
78th., and 81st. Foot. 

Gold Medal Fon Maida. 

Ix commemoration of this victory a gold medal was struck, 
and conferred upon all the superior officers who -were present. 
On the obverse is the lauriated head of the Sovereign, inscribed 
Geoegixts Teetius Hex. The reverse has Britannia brandishing 
a spear with her right hand, and on her left a shield charged 
with the crosses of the IJnion banner. A flying figure of 
Yictory is crowning her with a -wreath of laurel; behind Brit- 
annia is the triquetra, or trinacria, the ancient symbol of Sicily, 
and before her is inscribed Maida ivl. it. mdcccvi. lioimd 
the edge the name and rank of the officers were engraved. 
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Tliere was only one size of this medal, wHch. was worn both 
by General and Pield officers from the bntton-hole of their 
nniform, to a red ribbon, with blue edges, and a gold bneMe. 
The issue was limited to the Commander of the Torces engaged, 
officers in command of brigades, battalions, or of corps equiva- 



lent to a battalion, or the officer who succeeded on the removal 
from the field of the original commander, and the Deputy 
Quartermaster- General. As a general rule, no officer below the 
rank of Major was considered eligible, unless he succeeded to 
the command of a battalion during the action. 
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BATTLES OF EOLEIA AND VIMIERA. • 

17th. and 21»t. AtTGitsT, 1808. 

At tliis period tlie Peninsuk was tlie centre of political 
interest. Portugal, deserted by lier govennneut, and Spain 
betrayed, the people of each of tliose countries rose in arms 
to recover the national independence. Dissensions had arisen 
in the royal family of Spain, occasioned by the sway of Manuel 
Godoy, who bore the title of the Prince of Peace, This 
minister was dismissed, but the court was iniable to restore 
tranquillity. In this emergency tlie French Emperor Avas so- 
licited to he umpire, and Ffapoleon eventually placed the crown 
of Bpain on Ids brother Joseph, who was transferred from the 
throne of hTaples. The Spaniards at once flew to arms, and 
the British government resolved to aid the Spanish and Portu- 
guese patriots. A British army was accordingly ordered to pro- 
ceed to the Peninsula, under the command of Lieutenant-General 
Sir Arthur 'Wellesley, After a favourable passage the troops 
destined for this service anchored in Mondego Bay, in the 
beginning of August, and a lauding was effected in the vi- 
cinity of the village of Frejus. The division under Major- 
General (afterwards Sir Brent) Spencer, K.B., from Cadiz, 
consisting of about four thousand men, joined on the 8th. of 
August; and after a short halt, the army was put in motion 
to occupy a more forward position, where it remained for 
some days. Sir Arthur marched from Leiria on the 13th., 
and arrived at Alcobaga on the 19th., which place the enemy 
abandoned in the preceding night. The French, about four 
thousand in number, were posted at Iloliga, or Roleia, (the 
latter mode of spelling having been inaccurately adopted 
from the despatch for the colours,) and Brilos was occupied 
by their advanced posts. The possession of this latter village 
being important to future operations, it was determined to 
occupy it, and as soon as the British infantry arrived upon 
the ground, a detachment, consisting of four companies of 
riflemen of the 60th. and 95th. regiments, was ordered to 
effect this duty. A trifling resistance was olFcred by a small 
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picket . of , the enemy’s infantry and a few cavalry, after wMck. 
they retired, being followed by a detachment of riflemen to the 
distance of three miles from Brilos. The riflemen were then 
attacked by a superior body of the enemy, who attempted to 
cut them off from the main body of the detachment to which 
they belonged. Large bodies of the enemy appeared on both 
the flanks of the detachment, which had advanced in support 
of the riflemen, and it was with difficulty that Major-General 
Spencer was enabled to effect a retreat- to Obidos, which 
village it remained in possession of. In this affair of the 
advanced posts on the 15 th. of August, which is known as the 
action at Lourinha,. and which was occasioned by the eagerness 
of the troops in pursuit of the enemy, some few casualties were 
sustained by the fifth battalion of the 60th., and second bat- 
talion of the 95th., now Rifle Brigade. 

Two days afterwards was fought the Battle of Boleia, or 
Boliga. General Laborde continued in his position at this place, 
and Sir Arthur Wellesley determined to attack him in it on 
the morning of the 17th. of August. Iioli 9 a is situated on an 
emiiwce,; having a plain in its front, at the end of a valley, 
which commences at Caldas, and is closed to the southwards 
by the mountains, which join the hills, forming a valley on the 
left, looking towards Caldas. In the centre of the valley, and 
about eight miles from Roli^a, is the town and old moorish 
fort of Obidos, from whence the enemy’s pickets had been 
driven on the 15th,, and ffom that time he had posts in the 
hills on both sides of the valley, as well as in the plain in 
front of his army, which was posted on the heights in front 
of Eoli^a; its right resting upon the hills, its left upon an 
eminence, on which was a windmill, and the whole covering 
four or five passes into the mountains in his rear. 

About seven o’clock in the morning tho troops moved from 
Obidos. Brigadier- General Pane’s riflemen were immediately 
detached into the hills on the left of the valley, to keep up 
the communication between the centre and left columns, and 
to protect the march of the former along the valley; the ene- 
my’s posts were successively driven in. Major-General Mill’s 
brigade moved on to attack the Prench left, and Brigadier- 
Generals Mightingall and Craufurd advanced with the artillery 
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along tlie liigli-road, until at length. Niglitiiigairs formed in the 
plain ininiediaiely in the enemy^s front, snj>])ort(‘d by the light 
infiintry companies, and the 45th. regiineut, of hrigadier-General 
Cra.iifhrd\s brigade; while the other tn'o regimenis of his bri- 
gade, the 50th. and 9 1st., were kept as a reserve in the rear, 

]^rajor-(.jtoncral Howland (afterwards Yiscoiiiit') Hill and Bri- 
gadier-General Nigbtingall advanced upon the enemy’s position, 
and at the same moment Brigadier- General Bane’s riiieineii 
'wevG in the hills on liis right; tlie Portiigriese infantry in a 
Tillage upon his left; and Major-General Fergnson’s column 
was descending from the heights into the plain. From this 
situation the French retired by the passes into the mountains 
with the utmost regularity and celerity; and notwithstanding 
the rapid advance of the British infantry, the want of a suf- 
ficient body of cavalry -was the cause of their suffering but 
little loss in the plain. It then became necessary to make a 
disposition to attack the formidable position which had been 
taken up. Brigadier- General Fane’s riflemen w'ere already in 
the mountains on the enemy’s right, and no time was lost in 
attacking the different passes, as well as in supporting the rilie- 
nicn, so as to ensure a comjfiete victory. 

The Portuguese infantry were ordered to move tip a pass 
on the right of the whole; the light companies of Major-General 
Hill’s brigade, and the 5th, Fusiliers advanced np a pass next 
on the right; and the 29th, regiment, supported by the 9th. 
foot, under Brigadier-General Hightingall, a third jjass; and 
the 45th. and 82nd. regiments, passes on the left. These 
were all difficult of access, and some of them were well 
defended, particularly that assailed by the 9th. and 29th. 
Foot; both regiments attacked with the greatest impetu- 
osity, and reached the enemy before those whose assaults 
■were to be made on their flanks; the defence was desperate, 
and it was in this attack that the greatest loss wms sustained, 
Lieutenant- Colonel the Honourable George A. F. Lake being 
killed at the head of Ms regiment, the 2Dtli. Foot. 

General Laborde was however driven from all the posi- 
tions he had taken in the passes of the mountains, and the 
British troops were advanced in the plains on their tops. For 
a considerable length of time the 9th. and 29tli. regiments 
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alone -vrere advanced to tMs . point,' mtli Brigadier-General 
Pane’s lilleinen at a distance on the left; tliey were afterwards 
supported by tlie 5tli., and by the light companies of Major- 
General Hill’s brigade, which had arrived on their riglit, and 
by the other troops ordered to ascend the nioiintains, the latter 
arriving by degrees. Here three most gallant attacks were made 
upon the 9th. and 29th. regiments, in all of which the enemy 
was repulsed; hut he succeeded in effecting a retreat in good 
order, owing principally to Sir Arthur’s want of cavahy, and 
to the difficulty of bringing up the passes of the mountains 
with celerity a sufficient number of troops and of cannon, to 
support those who had first ascended. The Prencli loss was 
nevertheless ver}^ great, and three pieces of cannon w^'ere 
captured. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, in his despatch, observed ^That although 
we had such a superiority of numbers emplo^md in the ope- 
rations of this day, the troops actually engaged in the heat 
of the action •were, from unavoidable circumstances, only the 
5th., 9th., 29th., the rifiemen of the 60th. and 95th., and the 
flank companies of Major-General Hill’s brigade, being a 
number by no means equal to that of the enemy: their 
conduct, therefore, deserves the highest commendation.” 

The British casualties were four officers killed and twenty 
wounded; three non-commissioned officers and drummers killed, 
twenty non-commissioned officers and drummers wounded; 
sixty - three rank and file killed, and two hundred and ninety- 
five wounded. The Prencli losses were more than double, as 
they amounted to one thousand in killed, wmuncled, and 
prisoners. 

Thus was the first victory in the Peninsula gained; and it 
afforded an omen of future successes, which was afterwards 
fully accomplished. The 5th., 6th., 9th., 29th., 32nd., 36th., 
SSth., 40th., 45th., 60th., 7ist., 82nd., 91st., and Pdfie Brigade, 
all bear the -^^'ord ‘G1 .oleia” for this battle. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Wellesley did not pursue the 
enemy by the high-roads, but keeping to the right, near the 
sea, marched to Timiera, to cover the landing of a brigade 
commanded by Major-General Anstruther, which was effected 
on the 20th. of August. The following morning was to be 
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given up to tlie troops in order to prepare and repose tlieixi- 
selves* Whilst the men %yere engcOged in washing and cleaning 
their equipments, the approach of the enemy, moving to the 
left, -was discovered at eight o’clock in the morning, and the 
brigades commanded by Major-General Perguson, Brigadier- 
Generals Nightingall, Acland, and Bowes, proceeded across a 
valley from the heights on the west to those on the east of 
Timiera. 

Marshal Jimot, Duke of Ahrantes, advanced to the attack 
of the position, and commenced it on the British centre, 
where the 50th. regiment xvas posted, moving along the front 
gradually to the left, until the whole line became engaged. 
Notwithstanding the hre of the riflemen, the enemy advanced 
close to the 50th., and were checked and driven back only 
by the bayonets of that regiment. The second battalion of 
the 43rd. was likewise closely engaged with them, in the 
road leading into Yimiera, a part of that corps having been 
ordered into the churchyard to prevent them from penetrating 
into the town. On the right of the position they were re- 
pulsed by the bayonets of the 97th. regiment, successfully 
supported by the second battalion of the 52nd., 'which, by 
an advance in column, took the enemy in dank. 

The attack upon the heights on the road to Lourinha wuis 
supported by a large body of cavalry, and was made with 
the usual impetuosity of French troops. They 'v^mre received 
with steadiness by the brigade under Major-General Ferguson, 
consisting of the 36th., 40th., and 71st. regiments. These 
corps charged as soon as the enemy approached them, who 
gave -v-^ay, and they continued to advance upon him, supported 
by the 82nd., one of the corps of Brigadier- General NightingalTs 
brigade, which, as the ground extended, afterwards formed a 
part of the first line; by the 29th. regiment, and by Briga- 
dier-Generals Bowes and Acland’s brigades; whilst Brigadier- 
General Craufurd’s brigade and the Portuguese troops, in two 
lines, proceeded along the heights on the left. In the advance 
of Major-General Ferguson’s brigade six pieces of cannon were 
taken, with many prisoners, and vast numbers were killed 
and wounded. 

An attempt was afterwards made by the French to recover 
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a portion of tlieir artillery, by attacking tbe 71st. and 82ncl. 
regiments, whicli %vere baited in a Talley in wliicli the guns 
bad been captured. The attempt failed, and tbe enemy were 
compelled again to retire with great loss. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley especially noticed the following corps: 
— The Eoyal artillery, commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel 
Eobe; the 20th. Dragoons, (since disbanded,) commanded by 
Lieutenant- Colonel Taylor, who was killed; the 50th. regiment, 
commanded by Colonel Walker; the second battalion of the 
95th. regiment, (rifles,) commanded by Major Travers; the 
fifth battalion 60th. regiment, commanded by Major Davy; 
the second battalion 43rd., commanded by Major Hull; the 
second battalion 52nd,, commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel 
Eoss; the 97th. regiment, commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel 
Lyon; the 36th., commanded by Colonel Burne; the 40th,, 
commanded by Coloncd Kemmis; the 71st., commanded by 
Lieutenant- Colonel (afterwards Sir Denis) Pack; and the 82nd. 
regiment, commanded by Major Eyre. The British commander, 
always chary of praise, paid a special tribute to the 36th. 
regiment. 

Captain Hardinge, 57th. regiment, Deputy- Assistfint Quar- 
termaster-General, afterwards Yiscount Hardinge, was amongst 
the wounded. Pour officers were killed, and thirty-seven 
wounded; three non-commissioned officers and drummers were 
killed, and thirty-one wounded; one hundred and twenty- 
eight rank and file were killed, and four hundred and sixty- 
six wounded. Thirteen pieces of cannon, twenty-three am- 
munition waggons, with powder, shells, stores of all descriptions, 
and twenty thousand rounds of musket ammunition, were 
captured. General Beniere was wounded and taken prisoner, 
together with several officers. The defeat was signal, and 
not more than half the British army -was actually engaged. 
The Erench casualties amounted to nearly two thousand 
killed, wounded, and taken prisoners. 

In this action, George Clark, one of the pipers of the 71st. 
Highland Light Infantry, was wounded; and being unable to 
accompany his corps in the advance against the enemy, put 
his pipes in order, and struck up a favourite regimental air, 
to the intense delight of his comrades. 
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Botli Iloixses of Parlianient voted their thanks to tlve British 
troops for this victory, and the Avord Yimiera was anthorized 
to he borne on the colon rs and appointments of tlie folio Aving 
regiments: — 2iul., 5th., 6th., 9th., 20th., 29th., 02 ik 1., oGth., 
08tli., 40th., 43rd., 45th., 5()th., 52nd., 60th., 71st., 82nd., 
9 1st., and Bide Brigade. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Biirrard arrivcnl during the 
action, but did not assume the command: Lieutenant-General 
Sir Hew Halrymplc landed on the following day, and took 
command of the armjr. The force under Lieutenant-General 
Sir John Moore was also embarked during the negociation whicli 
subsequently took place, making the Britiwsli forces to amount 
to thirty-two thousand men. This treaty, which was styled 
the ^ ^Convention of Cintra/^ was signed on the 30th, of 
August, and by its provisions the French troops evacuated 
Portugal. 

All the objects of the expedition having been effected, 
and the French forces embarked for France, the British army 
remained for some time at Lisbon and its vicinity. This 
convention excited great dissatisfaction in England, and a 
Court of Enquiry was assembled to investigate the circum- 
stances attending it. 

Gold Medal eor Eoleia and Vimieiia. 

ALTiiOTJGH: these battles were distinct actions only one medal 
was conferred, but it was granted to those •who Avero present 
at either of them. On the obAmrse Britannia is represented 
seated on the globe; in her right hand extended a wreath 
of laurel, and in her left a palm branch; to her right the 
British lion, and on the left a shield charged with the crosses 
of the union banner. The reverse had a wreath of laurel, 
within which the name of the eAT-nt Avas engraved, and the 
year, thus — Eoleia and Vimiera, 1808. The name and rank 
of the officer were engraved on the edge. Eurther particulars 
regarding these medals will be given with the description of 
that for Talavera, of Avhich an illustration has been made, 
and Avhich is similar to that granted for the aboAm and sub- 
sequent victories. 
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Sm JOHN MOOEE’S CAMPAIGN. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Burrard received His Majesty’s 
commands to place a large portion of the army in Portugal 
under the orders of Sir John Moore, to he employed on a 
particular service, which was announced in a general order 
on the 8th. of October, 1808, and preparations were ac- 
cordingly made for entering Spain. Upon arriving in that 
country the troops wmre directed to wear the red cockade, in 
addition to their own, as a compliment to the Spanish 
nation, and to use every means to maintain the good 
opinion entertained of them by that high-spirited people. 

On the 27th. of October the division under the command 
of Lieutenant-General the Honourable John Hope, afterwards 
the Earl of Hopetoun, wus put in motion, and after a short 
stay at Badajoz, resumed the march to Talavera de la Eeyna. 
From this town the column proceeded to the Esciirial, seven 
leagues to the north-'west of Madrid, where it arrived and 
halted on the 22nd. of November. Intelligence %vas here re- 
ceived of the enemy’s movements, and a night march was 
made to the left by Avila and Peneranda, and finally to 
Alba de Tormes, where a junction was formed with a de- 
tachment from the army nnder Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Moore. The troops were shortly afterwards put in motion 
towards Yalladolid, and subsequently to the left, to effect a 
junction with the division under Lieutenant-General Sir David 
Baird, which had landed at Corunna. 

Previously to this period, the Spanish armies under General 
Blake, near Bilboa on the left, General Castanos in the centre, 
and General Palafox lower down the Ebro on the right, had 
been completely defeated; and Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Moore consequently made arrangements for a retreat on 
Portugal hy Ciudad Eodrigo; but it having been represented 
to him that Madrid held out against the French, he was 
induced to effect a junction with Lieutenant-General Sir David 
Baird, in order to make a diversion in favour of Madrid, hy 
attacking Marshal Soult on the Eiver Carion. 
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SAII AGUF, BENEYENTE, ETC. 

Becembek, 1808, AifD Jandaht, 1809. 

The Britisli commander ascertained that instead of a powerfal 
army covering his advance, not a Spanish soldier was in his 
front, the enemy was at hand, and those Spanish armies 
with which he had been directed to co-operate, had been 
routed and dispersed; at the same time the winter had set 
in with unusual severity, and the troops were almost constantly 
marching through snow. ISTapoleon had three hundred thousand 
men in Spain, and to confront this host of veterans. Sir 
John Moore had not twenty-five thousand British troops, yet 
he boldly advanced and menaced the enemy’s lines. 

Three leagues from the quarters of the Hussar brigade, 
consisting of the 7th. ^ 10th., and 15th. Hussars, about eight 
hundred French dragoons were in cantonments at Sahagnn, 
under Brigadier- General Debelle. About two o’clock on the 
morning of the 21st. of December, the 15th., with Captain 
Thornhill and twelve soldiers of the 7th. Hussars, and Lieutenant- 
General Lord Paget (afterwards Marquis of Anglesey) at their 
head, moved along the left bank of the Cea, in order to 
intercept the retreat of the French dragoons from Sahagun. 
The 10th. marched straight to the town, while Lieutenant-General 
Lord laget, with the 15th., endeavoured to turn it. The 
British hussars arrived in the vicinity of Sahagun before 
daylight; but a French patrol had given the alarm, and his 
lordship found the enemy formed without the town. The 
march had been performed with difficulty, the weather being 
extremely cold, and from deep snow on the ground, the road 
was so covered with ice in many places, that the men had 
to dismount and lead their horses. Between five and six 
o’clock the advance guard of the 15th. fell in with a French 
patrol, and took five prisoners, but in consequence of the 
extreme darkness the rest escaped, and galloping off to 
Sahagun, gave the alarm, thns preventing the surprise of 
the enemy, tlpon approaching that place shortly before 
daylight, the French dragoons were discovered formed up 
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beyond a rugged liollow-way^ wMeli was unfavourable for 
cavalry, and as tbe 15th. came near the enemy withdrew 
towards a bridge on their left. In numbers the Prench were 
about two to one, but his lordship instantly charged, over- 
threw them, and captured nearly one hundred and fifty 
prisoners, including two lieutenant-colonels, and eleven other 
officers. 

Lord Paget, and Lieutenant- Colonel Grant, of the 15th., 
each received a medal. The conduct of the hussai's was 
commended by the British General, and the regiment was 
permitted to bear on its appointments the word Sahagijn. 

This attack by Lord Paget on a vastly superior force, so 
far as numbers were concerned, at Sahagun, in which the 
enemy were cut to pieces, occasioned Sir John Moore to issue 
the following order; — 

'^Head Quarters, Sahagun. 

“The different attacks made by parties of cavalry upon 
those of the enemy, on the march, have given them an op- 
portunity to display a spirit, and to assume a tone of superiority 
which does them credit, and which the Commander of the 
Forces hopes will be supported upon more important occasions. 

“The attacks conducted by Brigadier- General Stewart, with 
the 18th. Hussars,"^ when upon the Boiiro, and that by 
Lieutenant-General Lord Paget upon the enemy’s cavalry at 
this place, are honourable to the British cavalry. 

“The Commander of the Forces begs that the Lieutenant- 
General and Brigadier-General will accept his thanks for their 
services, and that they will convey them to Brigadier- General 

* This refers to the following gallant act of the 18th. Hussars, in Decemher, 
,1808, which regiment having been disbanded for some years, has been again 
added to tbe cavalry establishment of the army. It cannot be better re- 
lated than in the noble actor’s own words ; — “It was the good fortune of a 
squadron of the 18th. Hussars, to come, at this time, into contact with 
the enemy. There is a small town, called Rueda, situated about half 
way between Nava and Tordesillas, in which a detachment of the 
enemy’s cavalry, with some infantry, were quartered. Having caused it 
to be reconnoitred, and finding that the French seemed quite ignorant 
of our proximity, I determined to surprise them if possible. With 
this intention, a squadron proceeded against them on the night of the 
12th., and, having made good our entrance unobserved, we soon threw 
them into confusion. The greater number were sabred on the spot, many 
were taken, and only a few escaped to inform General Francesciii, who 
occupied Valladolid with a body of two or three thousand horse, that 
the British army had not retreated.”— of the Peninsular War, hy the 
late Marquis of Londonderry, 
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vSlade, and tlie ofEcert?, non-commissioned officers, and men of 
the cavalry under their command, for their conduct in the 
different affairs that have taken placed’ 

An order like this naturally made the infiiii try very desirous 
to emulate the cavalry, and the opportunity was shortly 
afterwards afforded. Arrangements had been made for attacking 
the enemy, but the approach of Napoleon, with an over- 
whelming force, rendered a retrograde movement necessary; 
and while the cavalry pickets wei'o skirmishing with the 
French, the baggage, and several brigades of infoiitry with- 
drew. Christmas, with all its social customs was thus dawn- 
ing, when the troops commenced their retreat. A heavy and 
continued fall of snow hid the ruts in the roads, caused by 
the passage of the guns. Officers lost their boots in these 
ruts, and were compelled to walk barefooted. Two days 
rest after the reserve had crossed the Esla, enabled measures 
to be taken to repair the sufferings from the bad roads, a 
supply of soles and heels having been furnished to each 
regiment; the officers and men had also the welcome issue of 
new blankets, and one hundred and fifty pairs of shoes were 
supplied to each regiment. 

On the 24th. of December the hussars fell back to Cal; 
on the 25th. they arrived at Sahagun, and on quitting that 
place on the 26th., a considerable force of the enemy’s cavalry 
was seen on some high ground at Majorga. Lord Paget di- 
rected Colonel Leigh, of the 10th, Hussars, to dislodge them 
with two squadrons of his regiment, and the colonel instantly 
led one squadron forward, the other following in support. Ar- 
riving on the top of the MU, he paused a short time for the 
horses to recover their wind after the ascent, and was exposed 
to a heavy, but not destructive fi.re; he afterwards gave the 
word “Charge,” and in five minutes the Drench were over- 
thrown, many were killed, others wounded, and about a 
hundred taken prisoners. On this, and all other occasions, 
the superiority of the Pritish cavalry over the French 
horsemen, was proved to an extent beyond anything that had 
been anticipated. The British hussars set superior numbers 
at defiance, and their temerity was not, in any instance, 
punished by repnlse or defeat. 
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SIR JOHN Moore’s oampaion- 

Continuing tlie retreat, the cavalry arrived at Benevente 
on file 27fcli. of December; they bad scarcely entered tlie 
town, when an alarm of the approach of a body of French 
troops was given, and the hussars turned out, but the enemy 
retired. The infantry continued their retreat on the following 
morning, but the cavalry remained in the town, wnth parties 
watching the fords on the Esla. 

Six hundred cavalry of the French imperial guard, com- 
manded by Geneml Lefebre Desnouettes, forded the river near 
the bridge, and drove hack the videttes, when the British 
pickets, commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel Otway, (afterwards 
Lieutenant-General Sir Loftus William Otway,) major of the 
18th. Hussars, advanced, and repeatedly charging the enemy’s 
leading squadrons, kept the whole in check until Lieutenant- 
General Lord Paget and Brigadier- General the Honourable 
Charles Stexvart (afterwards the Marquis of Londonderry) 
arrived. A detachment of the 10th. Hussars, under Major 
Quentin, wms engaged on this occasion, and evinced signal 
gallantry. Lord Paget hastened to bring up the regiment 
from the town: Brigadier- General Stewart placed himself at 
the head of the pickets, and the ground was obstinately 
disputed, many charges being made by both sides, the French 
veterans fighting in a manner worthy of their high repu- 
tation. The pickets were ordered to fall back gradually, 
and the squadrons were repeatedly mingled. Brigadier- 
General Stewart evinced great personal bravery, and while 
engaged with a French officer, his sword fell, when Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Otxvay gave the general his own swmrd, and 
recovered the other from the ground. While the fight was 
taking place on the plain, the hussars formed at the edge 
of the town, and, on receiving a signal to advance, they 
galloped forward. The pickets, perceiving the 10th. ad- 
vancing to support them, gave a loud cheer, and dashed 
at speed upon their numerous opponents. In an instant the 
French were broken and driven in great disorder tow^ards the 
liver, which they repassed with precipitation, leaving behind 
them about thirty men killed, twenty-five wounded, and 
seventy j)risoners. General Lefebre Desnouettes was pursued 
by the hussars, and refusing to stop when overtaken, he was 
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cut across tlic head/ aud made prisoner by Private Levi 
■Grisdali.' 

Oil the 30th. of December the troops came up with the 
wretched remains of the army under the Manpiis de la 
llomana; instead of these being of any assistance they im- 
peded the march of the British, and exhausted the few 
resources left, the houses being filled by thein. 

The retreat presented many harrowing features. An eye- 
witness, (who still survives,) Lieutenant- Colonel Charles Cadell, 
of the 28tli., which regiment formed part of the reserve, the 
post of honour iu a retreat, states, — ^^On the anival of the 
cavalry at Canheras, about midnight, the reserve immediately 
moved on, and arrived next morning, 1st. January, 1809, at 
Bembibre, just as the other divisiou was marching off to 
Yilla Branca. The scene of drunkenness that here presented 
itself was truly shameful. The stragglers from the preceding 
division so crowded every house, that there was hardly a 
place to be had for the wearied reserve. Crowds of half- 
naked and unfortunate peasants of Eomana’s army, added to 
the confusion. On the 2nd., when Sir John Moore left 
Bembibre, with the reserve and the cavalry, for Yilla Branca, 
Colonel Boss was left with that excellent regiment, the 20th., 
and a detachment of hussars, to cover the town, while officers 
were employed in endeavouring to collect the stragglers. A 
few were got away, but many were so tired and lame from 
sore feet, that they did not care if the Brencli sabres and 
bayonets were at their breasts, so completely did most of 
them give themselves up to despair. The rear-guard was at 
length forced to retire and leave those unfortunate people to 
their fate. Some of these poor fellows, who had thought 
better of it, and were endeavouring to overtake their coun- 
trymen, were unmercifully sabred by the Breach cavalry, 
many of them in a defenceless state.” 

In the same gallant veteran’s ‘^Narrative of the Campaigns 
of the 28th. regiment,” this striking incident occurs: — ‘‘The 
following occurrence had more effect in establishing the good 
conduct of the reserve than anything that had yet been done. 
We were formed into close column on the Bembibre side of 
the river, when our gallant chief, General Paget, in an ex- 
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cellent address, called tlie attention of tlie soldiers to tlie 
dreadful and disgi’aceful scene of yesterday, and tlie merciless 
conduct tlie enemy’s cavalry had shewn to many of the 
stragglers. He told the men that they had become the 
rear-guard of the army, and upon their sober, steady, and 
good conduct the safety of the whole depended. Just as the 
general had finished his admirable and soldier-like address, 
and after ail the orders had been given, and the necessary 
examples that had been made, two men of the reserve w^ere 
found in the very act of shamefully plundering a house in 
the village, and ill-treating the inhabitants. The report was 
made, and the reserve was instantly formed in square,* the 
culprits were brought out, the geaeral being determined that 
an example shonld be made. They "were ordered to he hanged 
upon a tree close to the village. Everything being prepared, 
the awful sentence was about to be carried into execution; 
the unfortunate men were in the act of being lifted up to 
tlie fatal branch, when an officer of the hussars rode into 
the square, and reported that the enemy were at that moment 
advancing. The general said he did not care if the whole 
Erench cavalry were coming up, that he would hang those 
men, who had been guilty of so shameful an outrage. At 
that instant a few distant shots -were heard, and a second 
officer arrived at full speed with another report. The general 
then stopped the execution, and turning roimd to the reserve, 
said, ^Soldiers! if you promise to behave well for the future, 
I will forgive those men; say yes, in an instant.’ ‘Yes!’ was 
said by every one, ‘Say it again,’ said the general. ‘Yes, 
yes!’ was again exclaimed by all. ‘Say it a third time.’ 
‘Yes, yes, yes!’ and a cheer folio wed. The men were for- 
given, the square was reduced, and the 52nd. regiment, 
under Colonel Barclay, went through the village in double- 
quick time, and in the most beautiful manner took possession 

* Tlie same incident is related in the “Becord of the 52nd, Light 
Infantry,” edited by Captain Moorsoin, late captain of that regiment, by 
which it appears there were three men, one a straggler from the artillery, 
another from the guards, and the third a man named Lewis, of the 
52nd. Lewis generally contrived to have an attack of rheumatism soon 
after getting into action, and thus got out of sight of his oificers for 
the purpose of filling liis haversack. Although a sad plunderer, he was 
a gallant soldier, and was afterwards kiUed at Orthes, by the side of the 
late Duke of Richmond. 
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of the Yineyards on the opposite side of the river, while 
the roaiaiiider of the reserve crossed the hridg'O under cover 
of the 95th., and formed on the Iiill behind tlic 52nd. Dy 
this time the enemy were close upon us, a,nd attacked the 
95th. in great force, the cavalry joining in tlio onset. They 
were teiTihly galled by the lifles as they advanced through tlio 
village. TTie 95th. then retired up the road to the right 

and left, the French being at the sauK5 time exposed to a 

murderous fire from the 52nd., in the vintnairds, which com- 
pletely checked them. The 52ncl. then retired up the road,, 
when the enemy wmre again most gallantly repulsed. The 
French ill this aftair lost the general olficer commanding the 
advanced guard, and many men. A column of them was also 
severely handled by Captain Carthew^’s guns, and stopped 
descending the Mil on the other side of the river. This 
kept them quiet until the afternoon of the 5tli. of January. 
Our gallant commander-in-chief was present during this affair, 
and wherever there was a shot fired was he ahvays to be 

found. This was the first time the infiintiy had met the 

enemy.’'^' 

Marshal Sonlt, unwilling to attack, followed the sorely- 
pressed army with unwonted caution. One night and two 
days brought the army from Villa Franca to Lugo. All the 
attacks of the advanced guard of the French upon the rear 
were repulsed, hlot withstanding this, liowcvcr, the retreating 
troops became raore and more harassed. Vlicn the two 
bullock cars, containing treasure to the amount of twenty- 
five thousand pounds, became immovable, the money had to be 
throwm over the precipice. Lieutenant- Colonel Charles Cadell 
thus narrates the circumstance: — the morning of the 5th. 
(January, 1809,) the reserve left IJ^'ogales. We wnre detained 
at a bridge a little way on the road, covering the engineers, 
who wmre endeavouring to destroy it, but they did not 
succeed. The 28th. reghnent was now the rear-guard of tlio 
reserve, and the fiank companies, with a company of tho 
95th., formed the rear-guard of the regiment. The wliolo 
distance wms a continued skirmish. About noon we camo 
up with twm cars laden with dollars; but the bullocks that 
drew them being conixfietely exhausted, it -was impossible to 
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saYe tlie treasure. Under these circumstances Sir John 
Moore decided that the whole should he thrown down the 
mountain, most judiciously considering, that if the casks were 
broken, the men would make a rush for the money, which 
would have caused great confusion, and might have cost the 
lives of many. The rear-guard, therefore was halted; Lieu- 
tenant Bennet, of the light company, 28th. regiment, was 
placed over the money, with strict orders from Sir John 
Moore to shoot the first person who attempted to touch it/^^ 
It wms then rolled over the precipice; the casks were soon 
broken by the rugged rocks, and the dollars falling out, 
rolled over the height — a sparkling cascade of silver. The 
Trench advanced guard coming up shortly after to the spot, 
were detained for a time picking up the few dollars that 
had been scattei'ed on tbe road.” 


BA.TTLE OP COEUNJSTA. 

IOth. Jaituaky, 1809. 

SiK John Mooee concentrated his army near Lugo, where 
he determined to give battle. About twelve o’clock in the 
morning of the 6th. of January, the French appeared on the 
opposite heights. The British soldiers, full of the national 
spirit, desired nothing better than to confront them. The 
troops were immediately under arms, but each looked at the 
other until evening set in, and it became evident that the 
day of battle wms to be postponed. On the following morning 
the enemy at da 3 ^break opened a cannonade, wLich was 
forthwith returned, and in the space of a few miiintes the 
French fire wms silenced. Towards sunset a French column 

^ “TIic rear regiments of the reserve only were present when the money 
was cast away/ and certainly not a man of those left tiieir ranks in the 
liope of ohtainiiig a portion. This discipline, however, did not extend to 
the ‘followers,’ who, as soon as they arrived at the spot where the dollars 
wore rolling over the mountain side, at once begat] a scramble, in which 
tlie wife of the regimental master- tailor, Malony, (wiio was a merry one, 
and often beguiled a weary march to the men with her tales,) wars so 
successfui that her fortune was apparently made. I'he poor woman went 
thvoiigh ail her subsetiiient perils and hardships of the retreat, but on 
stepping from the boat to the ship’s side on embarking at Corunna, her 
foot slipped, and down she went, like a shot, and owing to the w^eight 
of dollars secured about her person she never rose again. 

Record of the o2nd, Li fit hifantrif^ 
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commencGd tlie ascent of tlic rising ground, and was met by 
a wing of tlie "rdtli.; tliis regiment gTadiially retired until 
joined by tlie 51st In the latter Sir Joliri Moore bad served 
as an ensign, and be addressed tboin brief! 3 ^^ reminding tbeiii 
of that circumstance, and exprevssing liis reliance on their 
gallantry. The speech, short as it was, produced its effect, 
and after a few discharges of musketry, they rushed onward 
with the bayonet, when the enemy was beaten back, leaving 
on the ground several killed and wounded* After a nigbt 
spent in anxious expectation, another day dawned, during 
which the British troops were in position, but no sign of 
attack was apparent. Sir John did not consider it advisable 
to advance, in consequence of the superior numbers of the 
enemy, and on account of their favourable position* 

At dark, w’-hen large fires illumined the heights, the British 
re- commenced their retreat, undiscovered by the French until 
daylight. But little was seen of the enemy until the army 
arrived at Corunna, where the leading brigades marched in 
during the afternoon of the 11th. of Janiiaiy, the adjacent 
villages and suburbs being occupied by the troops. This trying 
retreat was completed; but there was a disappointment to be 
experienced. Fo transports were there to receive the troops* 
In the evening the foe came up, and occupied a position 
on the other side of the river Mero. The battle-ground was 
not marked out until the 12tli* of January, and this was the 
range of hills round the village of Elvino, about a mile from 
Corunna, on which Sir John Moore resolved to place his army. 
Before the arrangements were completed, the Frencli were 
observed moving along the opposite bank of tlie river. Hothing 
occurred until the 14th., when a fire of artillery was kept 
up for a short time. A terrible explosion occurred on that 
day; a magazine of four thousand barrels of gunpowder, 
which had been sent from England for the use of the 
Spaniards, being destroyed, to prevent its falling into the 
hands of the French. This caused quite a panic in both 
armies, and, although occurring three or four miles from 
Corunna, many of the windows in the town were broken. 

Fine weather enabled the soldiers to dry their clothes, 
and to make themselves comparatively comfortable; and daring 
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tlie aftenioon of tlie 14tli. the whole fleet of traiis|)orts, 
eoETOjed by numerous ships of war, appeared in sight. Some 
slight sldrmishing occurred to the right on the 15th. Biiriiig 
the afternoon and night of -the loth, the sick, wounded, women, 
and children were embarked, and on the following day the 
greater proportion of the artillery was placed on board, the 
ground not being adapted for that arm. Before going on 
board the cavalry had to destroy the remainder of their horses, 
and the sight was naturally most painful. All animals were 
left on the beach at Comnna^'^ but the wife of Sergeant 
Monday, the orderly-room clerk of the 28th. regiment, is 
stated to have carried a lap-dog in a basket over her arm 
throughout the retreat, and brought it to England with her. 

About one o’clock in the afternoon of the 16th. of January, 
the enemy, who had early that day received reinforcements, 
and who had placed some guns in front of the right and left 
of his line, was observed to be moving troops towards his 
left flank, and forming various columns of attack at that 
extremity of the strong and commanding position which on the 
morning of the 15th. he had taken in the immediate front 
of the British. This indication of his intention was immediately 
succeeded by a rapid and determined attack upon Lieutenant- 
General Sir David Baird’s division, which occupied the right 
of the position. The flrst effort of the enemy -was met by 
tlie 42nd. regiment, and the brigade under Major-General 
Lord William Bentinck. The village on the right then be- 
came an object of obstinate contest. Lieutenant-General Sir 
David Baird was severely wounded, and shortly after Sir John 
Moore fell by a cannon-shot. The troops, though not unac- 
quainted with the irreparable loss they had sustained, were 
not dismayed, and by the most determined bravery, not only 
repelled every attempt of the enemy to gain ground, but 
actually forced him to retire, although fresh troops had been 
brought up in support of those originally engaged. 

Einding himself foiled in every attempt to force the right 

* “Our baggage animals were all jeft on the beach. Major Browne was 
fortunate enough to get a pig in exchange for a horse. The Major was 
rather unlucky with his pork ; for in the hurry of embarkation, piggy was 
taken on board one ship, and the Major on board another,” — Lieutenant- 
Colonel CadelVs Narrative, 
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of tlic position^ tlio enemy endeaTotircd by iiTiinbcrs to turn 
it. A jiidieions and "woll-tiraed inovement, wbii'li was made 
by Major-General tlie llonourablo Edward Paa^'ot tlic 

reserve, tliat eorps having moved out of its eantonraents to 
support the right of the arm^^ by a vigorous att;u,-k defeated 
this intention. The Major-General, liaving pushed Ibrwtird 
the 95th., (rifle corps,) ami tlie first battalion of tbe 52nd. 
regiment, drove tlie foe before him, and in his rapid and 
judicious advaiiee tlireateiied the left of the eiieiny’s position. 
This circumstance, with tlie position of Li eiitcmant- General 
Ehuser’s division, which was calcAilated to give, still further 
security to tlie right of the line, induced tire enemy to relax 
his efforts in that (piarter. Tliey were tlicn, however, more 
forcibly directed towards the centre, wdicre they 'were again 
snccessfully resisted by the brigade under Major-General 
Maimingham, forming the left of Sir David Bairdls division, 
and a part of that under Major-General Leith. 

Dpon the left the enemy at first contented himself wdtli 
an attack upon the pickets, wdiich in general maintained 
their ground. Seeing, therefore, his efforts unavailing on 
the right and centre, lie appeared detennini'd to render the 
attack upon the left more serious, and sucei'cdod in ob- 
taining possession of the village tljrongh wdiicli the great 
road to Madrid passes, and wdiicli wuis situated in front of 
tliat part of the line. Erom this post ho was soon expelled, 
wdth considerahlo loss, by a gallant attack of some companies 
of the second battalion of the 14th. regiment, imclcr Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Nicolls. Before five in the evening, not only 
had every attack upon the British position been successfully 
repelled, but ground had been gained in all points, a more 
forward line being occupied than at the commencement of the 
action. Eventually tbe enemy confined bis operations to a 
cannonade, and the fire of bis light troops, with a view to 
draw off bis other corps. At six o’clock the firing entirely 
ceased. Tbe different brigades were re-assembled on the ground 
they occupied in tbe morning, and the pickets and advanced 
posts resumed their original stations. 

Tlie corps chiefly engaged were tbe brigades under Major- 
Generals Lord 'William Bentinck, Manningbam, and Leith, 
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and the brigade of guards under Major-General Warde, 
Major-General Hill and Brigadier- General Catlrn Craiifiirdy with 
tlieir brigades on tlie left of the position, ably supported 
their adranced posts. The brunt of the action fell upon the 
4th., 42nd., 30th., and 81st. regiments, with parts of the 
brigade of guards, and the 26th. regiment. 

About ten at night the troops quitted their position, and 
marched to their respective points of embarkation in the town 
and neighbourhood of Corunna. The pickets remained at 
their posts until five in the morning of the 17th., when 
they were withdrawn unperceived by the Trench. The em- 
barkation proceeded rapidly, and, with the exception of the 
brigades under Major-Generals Hill and Beresford, wdiich 
were destined to remain on shore until the movements of the 
enemy should become manifest, the whole were afioat before 
daylight. The brigade of Major-General Beresford, w^hich was 
alternately to form the rear- guard, occupied the land front 
of the town of Corunna, whilst that of Major-General Hill 
was stationed in reserve on the promontory behind the town. 

Soon after eight o’clock in the morning of the 17th. of 
January the Trench light troops moved towards the town, 
and almost immediately occupied the heights of St. Lucia, 
which command the harbour. Notwithstanding this cir- 
cumstance, and the manifold defects of the place, there being 
no apprehension that the rear-guard could be forced, and the 
disposition of the Spaniards appearing to be good, the em- 
barkation of Major-General Hill's brigade was commenced and 
completed by three in the afternoon. Major-General Beresford 
withdrew his corps from the land front of the town soon 
after dark, which, with all the wounded that had not been 
previously moved, were embarked before one on the morning 
of the 18th. 

Lieutenant-General Hope’s estimate of the loss of the 
British commander is numbered among military household 
words. need not expatiate,” writes the gallant general, 

"^^on the loss the army and his country have sustained by 
Ms death. His fall has deprived me of a valuable friend, 
to whom long experience of his worth had sincerely attached 
me. But it is chiefly on public grounds that I must lament 
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tlie blow. It will be conversation of every one who loved 
or respected his manly character, that, after conducting the 
army through an arduous retreat with consummate firmness, 
he has terminated a career of distinguiKshed honour by a 
death tliat has given the enemy additional reason to respect 
the name of a British soldier. Like the immortal ’Wolfe, 
he is snatched from his country at an early period of a 
life spent in her service; like Wolfe, his last moments were 
gilded by the prospect of succewss, and cheered by the acclamation 
of victory; like Wolfe also, his memory -will for ever remain 
sacred in that country which he sincerely loved, and which 
ho had so faithfully served.’’ 

Sir William ITapicr has thus described the hero’s death: — 
‘^Sir John Moore, while earnestly watching the result of the 
fight about the village of Elvino, was struck on the left breast 
by a cannon-shot. The shock tlircw him from liis horse with 
violence, hut ho rose again in a sitting posture, his counte- 
nance unchanged, and his stedfirst eye still fixed upon the 
regiments engaged in his front, no sign betraying a sensation 
of pain. In a few moments, wlien ho was satisfied that 
the troops were gaining ground, his countenance brightened, 
and he suffered himself to be taken to the rear. Being 
placed in a blanket for removal, an entanglement of the belt 
caused the hilt of his sword to enter the “vvonnd, and 
Captain Ilardingc attempted to tako it away altogether, 
but with martial pride the stricken man forbade tlie alle- 
viation, — ^lie would not part with his swoixl in the field.” 

Wrapped in a military cloak the warrior’s remains were 
consigned to their resting-place, by the officers of his staff, 
in the citadel of Corunna. The guns of the enemy paid his 
funeral honours, and Marshal Soult evinced the respect he 
bore to departed valour, by chivalrously raising a monument 
to his memory. It may be added that the soldiers of the 9th. 
Boot dug the grave on the rampart, and the well-known lines 
by the Eev. Charles Wolfe are as truthful as they arc poetic. 

CoBUNisrA, inscribed on the colours of the following regiments 
commemorates this memorable campaign: — Grenadier Guards, 
1st., 2nd., 4th., 5th., 6th,, 9th., 14th., 20th., 23rd., 26th., 
28th., 32nd., 36th., 38th., 42nd., 43rd., 50th., 51st, 52nd., 
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59tE, 71si, Slst.j 91st., and 92nd. Eoot, and Eifle Brigade. 
The several regiments, and tlieir commanding officers, composing 
tke army under Lieutenant-General Sir John Moore at Corunna, 
■were as' follow: — • , 

7fcli. Light Dragoons, Lieutenant-Colonel Tivian; 10th. Light 
Dragoons, Lieutenant- Colonel Leigh; 15th. Light Dragoons, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Grant; 18th. Light Dragoons, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Jones; 3rd. Light Dragoons, (King’s German Legion,) 
Major Biirgwesel; Artillery, Colonel Harding; Engineers, 
Major Eletcher; M'aggon Train Detachment, lieutenant- Colonel 
Langley; 1st. Boot Guards, first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cocks, third battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel "Wheatley; 1st. Foot, 
third battalion, Major Muller; 2nd.,'‘' first battalion, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Irerhonger; 4th., first battalion, Lien tenant- Colonel 
Wynch; 5 th., first battalion, Lieutenant- Colon el Mackenzie; 
0th., first battalion, Major Gordon; 9th., first battalion, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cameron; 14th., second battalion, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Eicolls; 20th., Lieutenant- Colonel Eoss; 23rd., second 
battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel Wyatt; 26th., first battalion, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Maxwell; 28th., first battalion, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Belson; 32nd., first battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel 
Ilinde; 36th., first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Burn; 38th., 
first battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel the Honourable Charles 
Greviile; 42nd., first battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel Stirling; 
43rcl., first battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel Gifford, second bat- 
talion, Lieutenant- Colonel Hull; 50th., first battalion, Major 
Charles James Haj)ier;t 51st., Lieutenant- Colonel Barling;' 
52nd., first battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel Barclay", second 

* The following remarkable circumstance occurred in the 2nd. Toot: — 
“Samuel Evans, a private in the Grenadier Company of the 2nd. Foot, 
was canded off amongst the wounded at Corunna. He arrived in England, 
and died in the military hospital at Plymouth, on the 30th. of January, 
1809. On a post mortem examination being made, it was discovered that 
he had been shot through the heart, and yet had survived sixteen days.'* 
— Curiosities of War. 

f Major (afterward.s Sir Charles) ETapier received five terrible ^vounds 
at Corunna, and but for the aid of a generous French drummer, w'oiild 
there have been killed ; he was made a prisoner, and his fate being long 
unknown, he was mourned for as dead by his family. In the battle of 
Busaco, a bullet struck his face, and lodged behind the ear, splintering 
the articulation of tlic jawbone; yet with this dreadful hurt, he made 
his way, under a fierce sun, to Lisbon, more than one hundred miles! 
Returning from France, after the battle of Waterloo, the ship sunk ofi 
Flushing, and he only saved himself by swimming to a pile, on wLich 
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battalion, Lieutenant* Colonel Jolin Loss ; 59th., second battalion, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Pane; BOtli., second battalion, LiGiitenant* 
Colonel Codd, iiftli battalion, Major La.vy; 71st., first battalion, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Denis Pack; TOtli., lirst battalion, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Symes; 79th., first battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel 
Cameron; 81st., second battalion, Major AYilliams; 82ud., 
IMajor 3kLDonald; 01st., first battalion, l^lajor Doua:1as; 92nd., 
first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Kapier; 95th., 
(rific regiment,) first battalion, Lioutenant-Colonel Bcckivith, 
second battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel Mhade; Staff Corps De- 
tachment, Licntenant-Goloncl Nicolay; first light battalion 
Xing’s German Legion, Lieutenant- Colonel Leonbart, second 
battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel Ilalkett. 


DATTLE OE TALAYEEA DE LA IIEYXA. 

27th. ard 28th. July, 1809. 

^Y^EX the Dritish forces had returned to England, Corunna, 
Dilhoa, and all the most important places on the northern 
coast of Spain, fell under the French sivay. Saragossa -was 
besieged a second time, and after a defence unetpialled perhaps 
in modern military history, was compelled to capitulate. 
Marshal Sonlt quitted Gallicia, entered Portugal, and obtained 
an entrance into Oporto. In April Licutonant-Goneral Sir 
Arthur Wellesley, with another British army, disembarked at 
Lisbon, and advanced on Oporto. 

Although no medal was gi'anted for the passage of the 
Douro, on the 12tli. of May, 1809, the exploit was a highly 
brilliant one. The British commander was desirous of passing 
the river to drive the French from Oporto; but the stream 
was deep, rapid, and more than three hundred yards in width, 

he clung until a Boat carried him off, half drowned, for the pile was too 
large to climb up ; he had caught it during the recession of a wave, and 
was overwhelmed hy each recurring surge. He escaped cholera, and a 
second shipwreck off the Indus, and marvellously recovering from the 
stroke of a rocket at ICurrachee, was again firm on horseback, and con- 
ducted a dangerous war to a glorious termination. On the 13th. of 
September, 1842, whilst in Scinde, he was observing the practice of a 
rocket-train, when one of the fiery missiles burst, rocket and shell 
together, and tore the calf of his right leg open to the bone ; but neither 
the bone itself nor the great artery was injured, and the wound was 
instantly stitched. His decease did not occur until some years afterwards. 



BATTLE OF TALATEEA. 


59 


and ten tlioiisand Trencli veterans guarded the opposite shore. 
The passage was however effected in the following iiianiier. 
A Portuguese barber had crossed the river in a skiff, and a 
British staff officer (Colonel Waters) aided by the barber and 
the prior of Ainarante, traversed the stream and returned in 
half an hour with three large barges. Between ten and 
eleven o’clock an officer and twenty~five soldiers of the 3rd. 
Foot entered the first boat, crossed the stream unobserved, 
and took post in a large unfinished building on the banks of 
the river, designated the seminary, w'hich was simminded by 
a wall extending to tlie water on each side of it. In this 
manner a lodgment was made in the midst of the enemy’s 
army without being noticed. A second and a third boat 
followed, but scarcely had the men from the latter reached 
the shore, -when a sudden hurst of alarm -was heard amidst 
the French troops, and a furious attack was made by their 
cavalry, infantr}^, and artillery, upon the seminary. The 3rd. 
Foot stood their ground bravely, and singly resisted the 
French legions until supported by tbe 48th. and 66th. British 
and 16th. Portuguese regiments. Meanwhile Lieutenant- 
General the Honourable Edward Paget had fallen dangerously 
wounded, and Major-General Hill commanded in the seminary, 
A fierce conflict of musketry was maintained, the French 
artillery played on the building, the British guns on the other 
side of the river opened their fire, and the struggle soon 
became violent. Meanwhile some citizens crossed the river 
with several large boats, additional forces were enabled to 
pass over, and ultimately the French were driven from Oporto 
with the loss of five hundred men Icilled and wounded, in 
addition to about seven hundred left in the hospitals. The 
14th. Light Dragoons, 3rd., 48th., and 66th. regiments were 
permitted to bear Donno on their colours and appointments. 

The British commander subsequently pursued Marshal Sonlt’s 
army through the wild and mountainous districts of Portugal, 
but, in consequence of Marshal Yicte having defeated General 
Cuesta, wms compelled to resist fr-om following Marshal Soiilt; 
and having formed a junction with the Spanish general, the 
combined forces j)roceeded along the valley of the Tagus, and 
took up a strong position at Talavera. The enemy, in the 


60 


MEBALS OF THE BRITXSTT ARMY. 


course of tlie 24tli., 25tli., and 26tli., collected all Ms forces 
between Torrij os and Toledo, leaving but a small corps of 
two tlxousaiid men in that place. The united army consisted 
of tlie corps of Marshal Yictor, of that of General Sebastiani, 
and of seven or eight thousand men, the guards of Joseph 
Bonaparte, and the garrison of Madrid; and it was commanded 
by him, aided by Marshals Jourdan and Victor, and General 
Sebastiani. 

General Cuesta’s advanced guard was attacked near Torrijos 
on the 26th. of July, and. compelled to Ml back, the general 
retiring with his army on that day to the left bank of the 
Alberclie, Lieutenant-General Sherbrooke continuing at Casale- 
gos, and the French at Santa Olalla, 

It then became obvious that the enemy intended to try 
the result of a general action, for which the best position 
appeared to be in the neighbourhood of Talavera ; and General 
Cucsta having taken np this position on the morning of the 
27th., Lieutenant-General Sherbrooke was directed to retire 
with his corps to its station in the line, leaving Major-General 
MTvenzie with a division of infantry and a brigade of 
cavalry, as an advanced post in a wood on the right of 
the Albcrche, wliich covered the left Hank of the British. 

The position taken up by tlic troops at Talavera extended 
rather more than two miles; tlie ground was open upon the 
left where the British army was stationed, and it was com- 
manded by a lieight, on which was, in echcllon and in second 
line, a division of infantry, under the orders of M'uj or- General 
Hill. Between this height and a range of mountains still 
further upon the left, there was a valley, which was 
not at first occupied, as it was commanded by the height 
hefore mentioned, whilst the mountain range appeared too 
distant to have any inflluence upon the expected action. 

Spanish troops composed the right, which extended immediately 
in front of the town of Talavera down to the Tagus. This 
part of the ground was covered by olive tecs, and was much 
intersected by banks and ditches. The high-road leading from 
the bridge over the, Alberche, was defended by a heavy 
battery in front of a church, which was occupied by Spanish 
infantry. AH tlie avenues to the town wore defended in a 
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similar manner; the town was occupied, and the remainder of 
the Spanish infantry was formed in two lines behind the 
banks on the roads which led from the town and the right, 
to the left of the British position. In the centre, between 
the two armies, there was a commanding spot, on which a 
redoubt had been commenced, with some open ground in the 
rear. Here Brigadier- General Campbell was posted with a 
division of infantry, supported in his rear by Major-General 
Cotton’s brigade of dragoons, and some Spanish cavalry. 

At about two o’clock on the 27th. of July the enemy 
appeared in strength on the left bank of the Alberche, and 
manifested an intention to attack Major-General MHenzie’s 
division. The attack wms made before they could he with- 
drawn, but the troops, consisting of Major-General MHenzie’s- 
and Colonel Donkin’s brigades, with Major-General Anson’s 
brigade of cavalry,- and supported by Lieutenant-General Payne " 
with the other four regiments of cavalry, in the plain between 
Talavera and the wood, withdrew in good order, hut with 
some loss, particularly by the second battalion of the 87 th., 
and the second battalion of the 31st. regiment, in the wood. 

Ill his despatch, Lieutenant-General the Right Honourable 
Sir Arthur Wellesley, K.B., stated, ^^Upon this occasion the 
steadiness and discipline of the 45th. regiment, and of the 
fifth battalion of the 6()th., Avere conspicuous; and I had 
particular reason for being satified with the manner in ivliieh 
Major-General MTvenzie Avitlidrew his advanced guard.’^ 

As the day advanced, the French appeared in larger num- 
bers on the right of the Alberche, and it was apparent that 
they were advancing to a general attack upon the combined 
army. Major-General MTCenzie continued to fall back gradually 
upon the left, where he was placed in the second line, in 
the rear of the guards, Colonel Donkin being posted in the 
same situation further upon the left, in the rear of tlio 
King’s German Legion. 

The enemy immediately commenced his attack in the dusk 
of the ei^ening, by a cannonade upon the left of the allied 
position, and by an attempt Avith his cavalry to overthrow 
the Spanish infantry, posted, as before stated, on the right. 
This attempt entirely failed. Early in the night ho pushed 
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a dlYisioH along tlie valley on tlie left of tlio lieigiit occupied 
by Major-General Hill, of ^vllic]l a momentary possession was 
obtained, but it was instantly regained by an attack Avitb the 
bayonet. Aiiotlier attempt MUis repeated during the niglit, 
but failed, and again at daylight in the morninig of the 28th. 
of July, by two divisions of iniantry, which was repulsed by 
Major-General Ilili. In these different affairs the 29th., and 
the first battalion of the 48th. regiment, gained especial 
notice. Many brave ofiicers and soldiers were lost in the 
defence of this important point, and Major-General Hill was 
slightly wounded. 

A general attack by the enemy’s whole force was made 
about noon, upon the whole of that part of the position 
occupied by the British army. Sir Arthur, in consequence of the 
repeated attempts upon the height on his left by the valley, 
had placed there two brigades of British cavalry, supported 
in the rear by the Buc d’ Albuquerque’s division of Spanish 
cavalry. Tlie enemy tben placed light infantry in the range 
of mountains on the left of the valley, which were opposed 
by a division of Spanish infantry, under Lieutenant-General 
Be Bassecourt. The g*eneral attack began by the march of 
several columns of infantry into the valley, with a view to 
attack the height occupied by Major-General Hill. These 
columns Mxue immediately charged by the 1st. German Light 
Bragoons and 23rd. Bragoons, under the command of Major- 
General Anson, directed by Lieutenant-General Payne, and sup- 
r’-'V poided by Brigadier- General Pane’s brigade of heavy cavalry; 
and although the 23rd. Bragoons suffered considerable loss, 
the charge had the effect of i)revcnting the execution of that 
part of the enemy’s plan. At the same time lie directed an 
attack upon Brigadier- General Alexander Cam]>bell’s position 
ill the centre of the combined armies, and on tlio right of 
the Britisli. This attack was most successfully repulsed by 
Brigadier- General Campbell, supported by the king’s regiment 
of Spanish cavalry and two battalions of Spanish infantry: 
the enemy’s cannon being taken by the Brigadier- General, 
who mentioned particularly the conduct of the 97th., the 
second battalion of the 7th., and the second battalion of the 
58rd. regiment. ^4 ^ 
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An attack was also made at the same time upon Lieuteiiant- 
General Sherbrooke’s dhision, wbicli was on the left and 
centre of the first line of the British arm^n This attack was 
most gallantly repulsed by a charge wfitli bayonets by the 
whole division; but the brigade of guards, on the right, 
having advanced too far, they were exposed on their left 
flank to the fire of the enemy’s battery, and of their retiring 
columns. The division was obliged to retire towards the 
original position, under cover of the second line of Major-General 
Cotton’s brigade of cavalrj^, which had been moved from the 
centre, and of the first battalion of the 48th. regiment. This 
regiment had also been moved from its original position on 
the heights, as soon as the advance of the guards was ob- 
served, and it was formed on the plain and advanced upon 
the enemy, covering the formation of Lieutenant-General 
Sherbrooke’s division. 

Shortly after the repulse of this general attack, in which 
apparently all the enemy’s troops were employed, he com- 
menced his retreat across the AFoerche, which -was conducted 
in the most regular order, and was effected during the night, 
leaving in the hands of the British twenty pieces of cannon, 
ammunition, tumbrils, and some prisoners. 

The attacks \vere principally if not entirely directed against 
the British troops. The S]>anish commander-in-chief, his 
ofiicers, and troops, manifested every disposition to render 
assistance to their allies, and those of them who wmre en- 
gaged did their duty; but the ground which they occupied 
was so important, and its front at the same time so difficult, 
that Sir Arthur ’Wellesley did not think it proper to urge 
them to make any movement on the left of the enemy, 
while he was engaged with the troops more immediately 
under his command. 

Such a prolonged action against more than double the 
number of the British could not be sustained ■ without great 
loss of valuable officers and soldiers, but the casualties of 
the enemy were much larger. Entire brigades of Erench in- 
fantry were destroyed, and the battalions that retreated were 
much reduced in number. The Erench loss wuis estimated at 
ten tlioiisarid men. Generals Lapisse and Moiiot were killed; 
Generals Sebastiani and Boulet were wmurided. 
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Miijoi-GcDGral M wlio luxtl (listiiigiiisliccl liimsclf 

on the 27 th., Brigadier-General langwerth, of the King’s 
German Legion, and Brigade-Major Beckett, of the Coldstrorm 

Guards, ^vere killed. 

During a pause in the second day’s fight both armies 
went to the banks of the small stream, a tributary of the 
Tagus, for water, which flowed througli a part of the battle- 
ground. The men approached each other and conversed like 
old acquaintances, even exchanging their canteens and wine- 
flasks. In the words of the author of “The Bivouac” (the 
Kev. W. H. Maxwell, Prebendary of Balia):— “All asperity 
of feeling seemed forgotten. To a stranger they would h&ye 
appeared more like an allied force than men hot from a 
ferocious conflict, .and only gathering strength and energy to 
re-commenee it anew. But a still nobler rivalry for the time 
e.xisted; the interval was employed in carrying off the 
wounded, who lay intermixed upon the hard-contested ' field • 
and, to the honour of both be it told, that each endeavoured 
to extricate the common sufferers, and remove their unfortu- 
nate friends and enemies without distinction. Suddenly the 
bugles sounded, the drums beat to anna; many of the rival 
soldiery shook hands and parted with expressions of mutual 
esteem, ■ and in ten minutes after they were again at the 
bayonet’s point.” 

In his “Victories of the British Armies,” the same reverend 
author relates this untoward event:— “As victory is over 
damped by individual suffering, an event well calculated to 
increase the horrors of a battle-field occun-ed, that cannot bo 
recollected without the liveliest sorrow for those Avho suffered 
Prom the heat of the weather, the fallen leaves were parched 
like tinder, and the grass was rank and dry. Kear the end 
of the engagement both wore ignited by the blaxo of some 
cartridge-papers, and the whole surface of tho ground ivas 
presently covered with a sheet of fire. Those of the disabled 
who lay on tho outskirts of the field managed to crawd awa\'' 
or wore carried off by their more fortunate companions who 
had escaped unhurt; but, unhappily, many gallant sufferers, 
with medicable wounds,’ perished in the flames before it 
was possible to extricate them.” 

The following regiments were specially noticed in tho dcs- 
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patcli;— The cayalrj, particularly Hajor-General Anson’s brigade; 
the 29th, regiment; first battalion of the 48th.; the second bat- 
talions of the 7fch. and 53rd, regiments; the 97th.; the first 
battalion of detachments; the second battalion of the 31st.; 
the 45th.; and fifth battalion of the 60th. The advance of 
the brigade of guards -was also highly commended. 

On the 27th. the British had seven officers, two sergeants, 
and one hundred and twenty-two rank and file killed; twenty- 
four officers, seventeen sergeants, one drummer, and four 
hundred and sixty-five rank and file wounded; three officers, 
one sergeant, two drummers, and two hundx’ed and two rank 
and file missing. On the 28th. the casualties were twenty- 
seven officers, twenty-six sergeants, four drummers, six 
hundred and thirteen rank and file killed; one hundred and 
seventy-one officers, one hundred and forty-eight sergeants, 
fifteen drummers, three thousand and seventy-two rank and 
file wounded; six officers, fourteen sergeants, seven drummers, 
and four hundred and eighteen rank and file missing. 

This victory gained over the Erench army, commanded by 
Joseph Buonaparte in person, occasioned great joy in England, 
and Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Wellesley was raised to 
the peerage, by the title of Tiscount Wellington. Talaveea 
is borne on the regimental colours and appointments of the 
3rd. Dragoon Guards; 4th., 14th., and 16th. Light Dragoons; 
Coldstream and Scots Eusilier Guards; 3rd., 7th., 24th., 29th., 
3lst., 40th., 45th., 48th„ 53rd., 60th., 61st., 6Gtli., 83rd., 
87th., and 88th. Eoot. 

The following regiments were engaged at the battle of 
Talavera de la Eeyna, on the 27th. and 28th. July, 1809: — 

3rd. Dragoon Guards, Lieutenant- Colonel Sir Granby Cal- 
eraft; 4th. Dragoons, Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Edward Somer- 
set; 14th. Light Dragoons, Colonel Samuel Hawker; 16th. Light 
Dragoons, Major the Honourable Lincoln Stanhope; 23rd. 
Light Dragoons, Lieutenant-Colonel Seymour; 1st. Light Dra- 
goons, King’s German Legion, Lieutenant- Colonel Arentschild; 
Eoyal British Artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel Eramingham, Boyal 
German Artillery, Major Hartinean; the whole artiller^^ being 
under Brigadier- General Ho worth; Boyal Engineers, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Eietcher; Boyal Staff Corps, Major Dundas; Coldstream 
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Guards, first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Hulse; 3rd. Guards, 
first battalion, Colonel tbe Honourable Edward Stopford; 3rd. 
Foot, Lieutenant-Colonel Muter; 7tb., second battalion, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Sir 'WilHam Myers, Bart.; 24tb., second battalion, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Hrumniond; 29tb., first battalion, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel White; 31st., second battalion, Major Watson; 
40th., first battalion, Major Thornton; 45th., first battalion, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Guard; 48th., first battalion, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Lonellan, second battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel Buck- 
worth; 53rd., second battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel Binghani; 
60th., fifth battalion, Major Davy; 61st., first battalion, 
Colonel Saunders; 66th., second battalion, Captain Kelly; 83rd., 
second battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel Gordon; 87th., second 
battalion, Major Gough; 88th,, first battalion, Major Yandeleur; 
97th,, first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Lyon; first battalion 
of Detachments,*' Lieutenant-Colonel Bunhury, 3rd. Foot; 
second battalion of Detachments,* Lieutenant- Colonel Copson, 
5th. Foot; first and second light and first line battalions 
King’s German Legion, Major Bodccker; second line battalion, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Brauns; fifth line battalion, Captain Hum- 
melberg; seventh line battalion, Major Burger. 

After this defeat the enemy continued to keep a rear-guard 
of ten thousand men on the heights on the left of the 
Alberche; the extreme fatigue of the troops, the want of pro- 
visions, and the numbers of wounded to he taken care of, 
prevented Yiscount Wellington moving from this position. 
Brigadier- General Craufurd arrived with his brigade (first 
battalions of the 43rd., 52nd., and 95th.,) on the 29th. of 
July, early in the morning, having marched fifty- two miles in 
twenty- six hours, a wonderful proof of the energy of British 
soldiers. 

Gold Medal eoe Talateea.I 

consequence of the victories gained in the Peninsula 
during 1808 and 1809, two gold medals were struck for 

* These two battalions were formed on the 1st. of February, 1809, and 
consisted of detachments that had been left in Portugal, belonging to 
tlie regiments composing the division of the army which had marched into 
Spain under the orders of lieutenant-General Sir John Moore. 

f The illustration is copied from a gold Talavera medal given to 
Lieutenant- Colonel (afterwards General Sir Samuel) Hawker, which has 







BATTLE OF TALATERA. 


67 


presentation to sucb. superior officers as had distingnislied 
themselves in action; the same medals were afterwards con- 
ferred for military services in other portions of the world. hTo 
corps were returned in the list for medals, which had not 
been engaged. This, by the Duke of Wellington’s despatches, 
appears to have been the rule, 

A notification appeared in the ^'London Gazette,” dated 
Horse Guards, 9th. September, 1810, stating that His Majesty 
had been graciously pleased to command that, in commemora- 
tion of the brilliant victories obtained by divisions of his Army 
over the enemy in the Battles of Eoleia and Yimiera, also in 
the several instances where the cavalry had an opportunity of 
distinguishing themselves against the enemy in Spain, and in 
the battles of Corunna and Talavera de la Heyna, the Officers 
of the Army present on those occasions should enjoy the pri- 
vilege of wearing a Medal, and His Majesty having approved 
of the Medal which had been struck, was pleased to command 
that it should be worn by the General Officers, suspended 
by a Eibbon of the colour of the Sash, with a blue edge, 
round the neck; and by the Commanding Officers of Corps, (not 
being of rank inferior to Lieutenant- Colonel,) and the Chiefs 
of Military Departments, attached by a ribbon of the same 
colour to the button-hole of their uniform. His Majesty was 
also pleased to command that the Medals which would have 
been conferred upon the Officers who had fallen at or died 
since the above-named actions, should, as a token of respect 
for their memories, be deposited with their respective families. 

These medals were alike, except in size. On the obverse, 
Britannia, wearing a helmet, is seated on the globe; in her 
right hand extended a wreath of laurel, and in her left a 
jjalm branch; to her right the British lion, and on the left 

been kindly lent to the author by his daughter, Mrs. Houndle. This 
distinguished officer was engaged'in several actions in the Peninsula, and 
commanded the 14th. Light Dragoons at Talavera, where he was wounded* 
He had previously been appointed aide-de-camp to the king. His dates 
of promotion were Major-General 4th, June, 1811, Lieutenant-General 19th. 
July, 1821, and General on the 28th, of June, 1838. He died, after a 
service of nearly sixty years, on the 27th, cf December following. General 
Sir Samuel Hawker, G.C.H, was Colonel of the 3rd. Dragoon Guards, 
and Captain of Yarmouth Castle, in the Isle of Wight; and while holding 
the rank of Major-General, served for some years on the staff of Great 
Britain. 



m 


HEDALS OF THE BEITISH AEMT. 


a rotiiid shield charged with the crosses of the union banner. 
The reverse has a wi*eath of laurel, within which the name 
of the event and the year were engraved, thus — lloleia and 
Timicra, 1808; or Corunna, 1809; or Talavera, 1809; or 
ISTivelle, ISlve, etc. The name and rank of the officer were 
engraved on the edge. The large medal, of the size of that 
granted for llaida, was for general officers; in full dress it 
w^as worn from the neck, to a crimson ribbon wdtlx blue 
edges. The small medal, (of which an illustration is given,) 
attached to the ribbon by a gold swivel, with a gold buckle 
above, was conferred on held and other officers. 

At this period the rules and regulations regarding the issue 
of medals were, 1st. — Medals are only to he bestowed upon 
occasions of great importance or of peculiar brilliancy. 2nd. 
— Medals of a larger size are conferred upon General Officers, 
including Brigadiers, wbo wear them suspended by a ribbon 
round the neck.^ Medals of a smaller size are bestowed 
upon Colonels, and Officers of the senior ranks. 3rd. — ^To 

General or other Officer is considered to be entitled to receive 
a Medal, except he has been personally and particularly en- 
gaged upon tbe occasion, in commemoration of wffiicb this 
distinction is bestowed, and has been selected by the Com- 
mander of the Eorces upon the spot, and has been reported 
by him to have merited the distinction, by very conspicuous 
! services. 4th.— The Commander of the Forces (after he shall 

f * Some of the general officers applied to Yisconnt Wellington to ascer- 

' tain, whether, upon ordinary occasions, they might not wear the ribbon 

of the medal at the button-hole, instead of round the neck ;-~“This,” his 
lordship remarked, “would be a more convenient way of wearing it, and 
they would wear it consequently more frequently, which would be de- 
sirable.’* In the reply to the general officers, dated Carfcaxo, 3rd. February, 
1811, his lordship acquainted them that an answer had been received 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Torrens, Military Secretary, “stating that the 
General Officers should wear the ribbon of the medal at their button- 
hole, the same as the Field Officers, in undress j but when the medal is 
worn itself, it should be round the neck.” 

The medal for Maida was worn at the ‘button-hole, and that mode is al- 
luded to in a letter from the Marquis of Wellington to Earl Bathiirst, dated. 
Frenada, 20th. April, 1813. “To Earl Bathurst. — We must have the orders 
of the Secretary of State for any alteration in the mode of wearing the medal 
by the General Officers. It may do very well for an admiral to wear 
his medal round his neck on his quarter-deck, but we on horseback 
ought to wear it always at our button-hole. Indeed this is the common 
practice in all distributions of this description, and was the rule at first 
on the grant of the medal for the battle of Maida; and I don’t know 
why it was altered,” 
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Iiave been informed of tlie intention of Govemment to bestow 
medals) shall transmit to the Secretary of State for the Var 
Department, and to the Commander-in- Chief, retmiis signed 
by himself, specifying the names and ranks of those Officers 
whom he shall have selected as particularly deserving. 5th. 

■ — The Commander of the Forces, in making this selection of 
the most deserving Officers, will consider his choice restricted 
to the Tinder-mentioned ranks, as it is found to be absolutely 
necessary that some limitation should be put upon the grant 
of this honour. 

The rank and situations held by Officers, to render them 
eligible for the distinction of Medals, were, General Officers; 
Commanding Officers of Brigades; Commanding Officers of 
Artillery or Engineers; Adjutant- General and Quartermaster- 
General; their Deputies having the rank of Field Officers, 
and their Assistants having the same rank, and being at the 
head of the Staff, with a detached corps or distinct division 
of the Amy; Military Secretary, having the rank of Field 
Officers; Commanding Officers of Battalions, Corps equivalent 
thereto, and Officers who have succeeded to the actual command 
during the engagement, in consequence of the death or removal 
of the original Commanding Officer. 


CAPTDEE OF MAETmaOE AND GDADALODPE. 

Febeuary, 1809, Ajm Jaih'Tjaey and Febeuary, 1810. 

In January, 1809, the armament which had been assembled 
at Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, under the command of Lieutenant- 
General (afterwards Sir George) Beckwith, commanding in 
the Leeward Islands, jmoceeded against Martinique, off which 
island, then in the possession of France, it arrived on the 
30th. of January. ®ie troops landed in two divisions. The 
first division, under Lieutenant-General Sir George Provost, 
consisting of between six and seven thousand men, and the 
second, numbering over three thousand men, under Major- 
General Frederick Maitland, landed near St. Luce and Point 
Solomon, in the afternoon of the 30th., without oppjosition, 
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and notwitli standing tlie difficulties of the country, occupied 
a position on the banks of the Grande Lezarde Eiver before 
daybreak on the S 1st., after a night inarch of seven miles. 

On the 1st. of February, the 7th. Royal Fusiliers, and the 
light companies of the brigade which were in advance, drove 
a body of the enemy irom Morne Rriino to the heights of 
Surirey, where the enemy on the 2nd. of Febniaiy made a 
determined stand. A sharp action ensued, in which British 
valour "was conspicuously displayed, and the Frcncli were 
driven from their position with considerable loss. Batteries 
were subsequently erected, and the siege of Fort Bourbon was 
commenced with such vigour that the garrison surrendered 
on the 24th. of February. Amongst the trophies captured on 
this occasion were three eagles and several brass drums. 

In the action of the 1st. of February, the division under 
Lieutenant-General Sir George Provost had one captain, one 
sergeant, and thirty-five rank and file killed; one captain, 
two subalterns, five sergeants, six drummers and buglers, and 
one hundred and eighty- three rank and file wounded. In the 
attack on the heights of Surirey, the first battalion of the 
7th. Royal Fusiliers, 8th. Foot, 23rd. Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 
detachment 1st. "West India regiment, and the light battalion, 
had one field officer, one captain, three sergeants, and forty- 
two rank and file killed; two field officers, two captains, two 
subalterns, one staff, three sergeants, one drummer, and one 
hundred and twenty-six rank and file wounded. 

Having thus captured this valuable island, Lieutenant-General 
Beckwith congratulated the troops, and stated in Ms official 
despatch, that ^‘the command of such an army will constitute 
the pride of my future life. To these brave troops, conducted 
by Generals of experience, and not to me, their Ring and 
Country owe the sovereignty of this important colony; and I 
trust that by a comparison of the force which has defended 
it, and the time in which it has fallen, the present reduction 
of Martinique will not be deemed eclipsed by any former 
expedition.’^ 

The 7th., 8th., 13th., 15th., 23rd., 25th., (fiank companies,) 
60th., 63rd., 90th. Foot, and 1st. West India regiment have 
the word Mabtinioue on their colours, and the gold medal 
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was conferred on tlie general and regimental eommandiiig 
officers, according to the practice of the serYice at this period. 

An expedition, under Lieutenant-General Sir George Beck- 
with, against Guadaloupe, the only island remaining to the 
Prench in the West Indies, was embarked in Januaiy, 1810. 
The expedition rendezyoused at Prince Euperfs, Dominica; 
and on the morning of the 28th. of January, a landing was 
effected by the ffrst division, at the Bay of St. Marie. The 
second division sailed on the 26th. of that month, and anchored 
at the Saints until the 29th., when it proceeded towards 
Guadaloupe, and menaced the enemy’s defences at the Three 
Bivers. A landmg was effected near the village of Les Yieux 
Habitans during the night without opposition. The Trench 
appeared in force on some high open ground, when the 15th. 
Toot turned their right flank, the Eoyal West Indian Bangers 
the left, and the 13th. Light Infantry advanced against the 
flront, and the enemy was speedily forced from his ground. 

Shortly afterwards the conquest of the island was completed, 
and the achievement reflected great credit on the troops em- 
ployed. In general orders, dated 6th. Pebruary, it was 
announced that ^^The Commander of the Porces returns his 
thanks to the officers of all ranks, for their meritorious ex- 
ertions, and to the non-commissioned officers and soldiers, for 
the cheerfulness with which they have undergone the fatigues 
of a march, difficult in its nature, through the strongest 
country in the world, and the spirit they have manifested 
on all occasions to close with the enemy.” 

The loss of the army under Lieutenant-General Sir George 
Beckwith, consisted of four lieutenants, three sergeants, and 
forty-five rank and file killed; Brigadier- General Wale, one 
major, nine captains, four lieutenants, one staff, eighteen 
sergeants, three drummers, and two hundred and thirteen 
rank and file wounded. These casualties were sustained by 
the Boyal Artillery, 1st. Boyals, 13th., 15th., 46th., 60th,, 
(second and fomih battalions,) 63rd., 96th., Boyal York 

Bangers, West India Bangers, York Light Infantry Volunteers, 
1st., 3rd., and 4th. West India regiments. 

Gxjabaloupe is now borne on the colours of the 15th., 
63rd., 90th., and 1st. West India regiment; and medals were 
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granted to the snperior officers, both for the capture of that 
island and also of Martinique. The medal was like that for 
Talayera, already described at page 67. ’When the War Medal 
was issused, bars were inscribed with the names of these two 
islands. 

BATTLE OF BUSACO. 

Septembek 27th., 1810. 

The advance of Marshal Massena in the summer of 1810, 
was preceded by the proud but vain boast, that, in pursuance 
of the imperial orders, he would drive the English ieopards 
into the sea, and plant the eagles on the tower of Lisbon. 
His first operations were attended with success. Ciudad 
Eodrigo surrendered to Marshal Hey on the 10th. of July. 
After the gallant but hazardous combat between the light 
division and the French advance on the 24th. of that month, 
they passed the Coa in overwhelming numbers, when the 
retrograde movement and concentration of the allies behind 
the Mondego immediately commenced. Almeida having sur- 
rendered on the 27th. of August, the allies were again 
withdrawn to their former positions. The French line of 
invasion was not finally indicated until the middle of September, 
when they commenced their advance into Portugal along the 
right hank of the Mondego. Lieutenant-General Viscount 
Wellington, notwithstanding their vastly snperior numbers, 
determined to give them battle in the position of Busaco, a 
lofty and rugged sierra or mountain ridge, extending about 
eight miles in a northerly direction from the Mondego, and 
crossing their line of march. 

On the night of the 26th. of September, the combined 
British and Portuguese armies assembled in line on the pre- 
cipitous sierra, named after the village and convent of Busaco. 
The second (Lieutenant-General Hilfs) division occupied the 
extreme right, guarding the declivities towards the Mondego- 
next to it the fifth (Major-General Leith^s) division; then 
the third division, having the first (Lieutenant-General Sir 
Brent Spencer’s) division on its loft, occupying the highest 
part of the ridge; then the light (Brigadier- Genei'al Craufurd’s) 
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division at the eonveiit of Busaco; and the fourth (the Hon- 
ourable Major-General Cole’s) division on the extreme left. In 
front, within cannon-shot and in full view of the British 
position, was assembled Massena’s armj, seventy thousand 
strong, occupying the opposite range of mountains. The day 
passed over peaceably, but during the evening and night, small 
parties of skirmishers, passing up the dark ravines, attempted 
to establish themselves close to the British line, and kept aE 
upon .the alert. 

The position of Busaco, although formidable from tbe 
steepness and rugged character of its face, was too exteusive 
to be completely occupied by the twenty-five thousand British, 
and the same number of Portuguese troops, which formed the 
allied army, and there was an interval of about two miles 
between the left of the fifth and the right of the third 
division, which occupied the lowest and most accessible part 
of the position. 

An hour before day, Lord Wellington went througb tlie 
ranks on foot. He passed in comparative silence, for tbe 
English soldiers seldom indulge in those boisterous demonstra- 
tious of joy so common with the troops of other nations, and 
indeed rarely are known to hurrah, except when closing with 
the enemy; but wherever he was recognised, his presence 
was felt as the sure presage to another victory, to be gained 
by the men whom he had already led in so many fields of 
triumph. To be beaten when he commanded, seemed, in the 
opinion of his soldiers (which is no bad criterion to judge 
by) next to impossible. 

At six in the morning of the 27th. of September, two 
desperate attacks were commenced upon the British position, 
the one on the right, the other on the left of the highest 
point of the sierra. The assault upon the right was made 
by two divisions of the second corps, on that part of the 
sierra occupied by the third division of infantry. One division 
of French infantry arrived at the top of the ridge, when it 
was attacked in the most gallant manner, by the 88th. 
Connaught Bangers, under the Honourable Lieutenant- Colonel 
Wallace, and the 45th., under the Honourable Lieutenant- 
Oolonel Meade, and by the 8th. Portuguese regiment, under 
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the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, directed by 
Major-General (afterwards Sir Thomas) Picton. These three 
corps adYanced with the bayonet, and drove the enemy’s 
division from the advantageous ground it had obtained. 
The other division of the second corps attacked further on 
the right, by the road leading by St. Antonio di Cantaro, 
also in front of Major-General Picton’s division; but was re- 
pulsed before it could reach the top of the ridge, by the 
74th. Highlanders, under the command of the Honourable 
Lieutenant-Colonel French, and the brigade of Portuguese in- 
fantry, under Colonel Champelmond, directed by Colonel Henry 
MacKinnon; Major-General Leith also moved Ms left to support 
Major-General Picton, and aided in the defeat of the French 
in this post, by the third battalion of the Eoyals, and the 
first and second battalions of the 38th. regiment. 

His Lordship stated in his despatch, that he never wit- 
nessed a more gallant attack than that made by the 38th., 
doth., and 8th. Portuguese regiment, on the enemy’s division, 
which had reached the ridge of the sierra. Major ‘William 
Smith, of the 45 th., was killed. 

Meanwhile, on the left, the enemy attacked with three 
divisions of infantry, of the sixth corps, that part of the 
sierra occupied by the left division, commanded by Brigadier- 
General Craufurd, and by the brigade of Portuguese infantry, 
under Brigadier- General (afterwards Sir Denis) Pack. ^^One 
division of infantry,” wrote Tiscount Wellington, ''only made 
any progress towards the top of the hill, and they were 
immediately charged with the bayonet by Brigadier- General 
Craufurd with the 43rd., 52nd., and 95th. regiments, and the 
3rd. Cagadores, and driven down with immense loss.” 


* “Several prisoners were taken by the rep:iment. and amongst others 
the French General Simon. He surrendered himself to Private James 
IiopKiiiSjj of OSfpt&in Roboit Ccnupbcll^s coiHpftny^ who receives & pension 
of twenty pounds per annum, as the reward of hU bravery on this occa- 
sion. Private Harris, of the 52nd., also shared in the capture, and a 
jffiiision was awarded to him in 1843, hy the late Viscount Hardinae, then 
Secretary at War, on the representation of Lieutenant-General Sir 
J. P. Love, who was present at the capture of General Simon, and who 
delivered ’j™ “ a prisoner to Brigadier-General Ci-aufurd.’*-iffistoricaf 
Record of the 52jid. Light Infantry, by Captain Moorsom. 

Captain Moorsom also relates the following medal incident : — **When 
the head of Simon s column appeared in the act of deploying, and the 
D2ad. advanced to charge, Captain illiam. Jones, more coinmcmly known 
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Besides tliese attacks, the light troops of the two armies 
were engaged throughout the 27th. The loss sustained hy 
the enemy was immeiise, two thousand being killed upon the 
held of battle, with a corresponding amount of wounded. 
Captain Lord Lite Eoy Somerset, (the late Lord Eaglan,) 
Aide-de-Camp to the British Commander,* Captain the Marquis 
of Tweeddale, of the 1st. Loot Guards, Deputy- Assistant 
Quartermaster- General; Major Charles Napier, of the first 
battalion 50th., (severely;) and Captain George Napier, of 
the first battalion 52nd., were amongst the wounded. The 
total British casualties amounted to five officers, five sergeants, 
and ninety- seven rank and file killed; thirty- five officers, 
(including eight field officers,) twenty- one sergeants, three 
drummers, and four hundred and thirty-four rank and file 
wounded. 

Busaco on the colours of the 1st., 5th., 9th., 38th., 43rd., 
45th., 52nd., 74th., 83rd., 88th., and Eifie Brigade, commem- 
orates this achievement. 

There is a charming episode related by Sir AVilliam Napier, 
of the orphan girl, which belongs to this battle:— -^^Mean- 
while an afiecting incident, contrasting strongly with the savage 
character of the preceding events, added to the interest of the 
day. A poor orphan Portuguese girl, about seventeen years 
of age, and very handsome, was seen coming down the 
mountain, and driving an ass loaded with all her property, 
through the midst of the Trench army. She had abandoned 
her dwelling in obedience to the proclamation, and now passed 
over the field of battle with a childish simplicity, totally un- 
conscious of her perilous situation, and scarcely understanding 
which were the hostile and which the friendly troops, for no 
man on either side was so brutal as to molest her.^’ 

On the following day there was some skirmishing on diffiercnt 
points of the line, but the Trench, taught by experience to 
appreciate the strength of the position and the valour of its 
defenders, did not renew the assault. Towards evening their 

in the division by the name of ‘Jack Jones/ a fiery Welshman, rushed 
upon the Chef de Batailion, who was in the act of giving the word to 
his men, and killed him on the spot with a blow of his sword. Jones 
immediately cut off the medal with which the major was decorated, and 
appropriated it to himself.” 
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columns Trere seen in moyeraent to tlieir right, and tlieixr 
yrholc army yras shortly on the march to turn the British 
left flank. 

The allies then commenced their retreat, and before daylight 
on the 29 th., the position of Busaco was evacuated, the 
divisions moving on their previously- arranged lines of retreat 
towards the lines of Torres Yedras. This stupendous line of 
entrenchments and fortifications, had, by Yiscoimt Wellington’s 
orders, been constructed, with admirable skill and immense labour, 
for the defence of Lisbon. The French genei'al, who had followed 
the retreat through a wasted and deserted country, with the 
confident expectation that he was driving the British to their 
ships, found his progress arrested on the 10th. of October by 
this barrier, which he soon perceived to be impregnable, and 
which extended twenty-nine miles from the Tagus to the sea. 
Within the lines, supplies were abundant, and with the ex- 
ception of some employment in strengthening the defensive 
works, amusements, exercises, and field sports of every attainable 
kind were the occupation of all ranks, who engaged in them 
as if no hostile interruption was to be apprehended. The 
allied army was at this time augmented by fresh regiments 
from England, and a sixth division of infantry added to it. 


BATTLE OF BAEEOSA. 

5th. Makch, 1811. 

Wellingtox’s generals, like those under the illustrious 
Marlborough, did not often have the opportunity of fighting 
independent battles. What Wynendale was to W’^ebb in 
Queen Anne’s reign, Almaraz was to Lord Hill, Albubera to 
Lord Beiesford, and Barrosa to Lieutenant-General Thomas 
Graham, (afterwards Lord Lynedoch,) who commanded the 
British forces in Cadiz at the above period. In consequence 
of Marshal Soult having proceeded into Estremadura, Marshal 
Yictor was left to carry on the siege of Cadiz, and a combined 
attack on the rear of the blockading army at Chiclana was 
determined upon. Accordingly a British force of about three 
thousand men, under Lieutenant-General Graham, and a body 
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of seven til ousand troops, commanded by General La Pena, were 
selected for this expedition. The forces baving first proceeded 
to Gibraltar, afterwards disembarked at Algesiras, on tbe 23rd. 
of February, and being all united at Tarifa, marched thence 
on the 28th. of that month. 

General Zayas pushed a strong body of Spanish troops across 
the river Santi Petri near the coast on the Ist. of March, 
threw a bridge over, and formed a Ute-cle-ponf, This post was 
attacked by the enemy on the nights of the 3rd. and 4th. of 
March, who was repulsed, though the Spaniards sustained 
eonsiderable loss. On the 5th. of March, 1811, Lieutenant- 
General Graham, and the army under Ms command, arrived 
on the low ridge of Barrosa, and gained a decisive victory 
over the French army, under Marshal Yictor, composed of the 
two divisions of Generals Pvufin and Laval. 

The circumstances under which Lieutenant-General Graham 
found himself placed were such as compelled him to attack 
the very superior force, in point of numbers, of his opponents. 
The allied army, after a night-march of sixteen hours from 
the camp near Yeger, arrived on the morning of the 5th. at 
the low ridge of Barrosa, about four miles to the southward 
of the mouth of the Santi Petri river. This height extends 
inland about a mile and a half, continuing on the north the 
extensive heathy plain of CMclana. A great pine forest skirts 
the plain, and circles round the height at some distance, ter- 
minating down to Santi Petri, the intermediate space between 
the north side of the height and the forest being uneven and 
broken. A well-conducted and successful attack on the rear 
of the enemy’s lines near Santi Petri, by the vanguard of the 
Spaniards, under Brigadier- General Ladrizahel, opened the 
communication with the Isla de Leon, and Lieutenant-General 
Graham received General La Pena’s directions to move down 
from the position of Barrosa to that of the Torre de Bermeja, 
about half way to the Santi Petri river, in order to secure 
the communication across the river, over which a bridge had 
been recently constructed. This latter position occupied a nar- 
row w’-oody ridge, the right on the sea cliff, the left falling 
down to the Almanza creek on the edge of the marsh. An 
easy communication between the western points of these two 
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positions was kept Tip by a bard sandy beaob. Lieutenant- 
General Grabam, while on the march through the wood towards 
the Eermej a, received intelligence that the enemy had appeared 
in force on the plain of Chiclana, about fifty miles from Tarifa, 
and was advancing towards the heights of Barrosa. 

This position being considered by the British general as the 
key to that of Santi Petri, he immediately countermarched in 
order to support the troops left for its defence, and the alacrity 
with which this manoeuvre was executed, served as a favour- 
able omen. It was, however, impossible in such intricate and 
difficult ground to preserve order in the columns, and time 
was never afforded to restore it entirely. Before the British 
could get quite disentangled from the wood, the troops on the 
Barrosa hill were seen returning from it, while the enemy’s 
left wing was rapidly ascending. His right wing at the same 
time stood on the plain, on the edge of the wood, within 
cannon-shot. A retreat in the face of such a foe, already 
within reach of the easy communication by the sea-beach, must 
have involved the whole allied army in all the danger of 
being attacked during the unavoidable confusion of the different 
corps arriving nearly at the same time on the narrow ridge 
of the Bermeja. 

Lieutenant-General Graham relying on the heroism of British 
troops, and regardless of the number and position of the enemy, 
determined on an immediate attack. Major Duncan soon opened 
a po'werfnl battery of ten guns in the centre. Brigadier- 
General Dilkes with the brigade of Guards, Lieutenant- Colonel 
Browne’s (of the 28th,) flank battalion, Lieutenant- Colonel 
Horcott’s two companies of the second Eifie corps, and Major 
Acheson with a part of the 67th. Foot, (separated from the 
regiment in the wood,) formed on the right. Colonel Wheatley’s 
brigade, with three companies of the Coldstream Guards, under 
Lieutenant- Colonel Jackson, (separated likewise from his bat- 
talion in the wood,) and Lieutenant- Colonel Barnard’s flank 
battalion, formed on the left. 

As soon as the infantry was thus hastily got together, the 
guns advanced to a more favourable position, and kept up a 
most destructive fire. The right wing proceeded to the attack 
of General Eufin’s division on the hill, while Lieutenant- 
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Oolonel Barnard’s battalion, and Lieutenant" Golonel Busbe’s 
detachment of the 20th. Portuguese, were warmly engaged 
with the enemy’s tirailleurs on the left. 

General Laval’s division, notwithstanding the havoc made by 
Major Duncan’s battery, continued to advance in very imposing 
masses, opened his fire of musketry, and was only checked by 
that of the left wing. The left wing now advanced firing; a 
most determined charge by three companies of the Guards and 
the B7th. regiment, supported by all the remainder of the wing, 
decided the defeat of General Laval’s division. The eagle of 
the 8th. regiment of light infantry, which sufiered immensely, 
and a howitzer, rewarded this charge, and remained in posses- 
sion of Major Gough, (now General Tiscount Gough,) of the 
87th. regiment.'^' These attacks were zealously supported by 
Colonel Belson with the 28th. foot, and Lieutenant- Colonel 
Prevost with a part of the 67th. regiment. 

A reserve formed beyond the narrow valley, across which 
the enemy was closely pursued, next shared a similar fate, 
and was routed by the same means. Meanwhile the right 
wing was not less successful; the French, confident of success, 
met Brigadier- G eneral Dilkes on the ascent of the hill, and 
the contest was sanguinary: but the undaunted perseverance 
of the brigade of Guards, of Lieutenant-Colonel Browne’s bat- 
talion, and of Lieutenant- Colonel iN'orcott’s, and Major Aeheson’s 
detachment, overcame every obstacle, and General Piifin’s di- 
vision was driven from the heights in confusion, leaving two 
pieces of cannon in the hands of the victors.. 

In less than an hour and a half from the commencement 
of tlie action, the enemy was in full retreat. The retiring 
division met, halted, and seemed inclined to form; but a new 
and more advanced position of the British artillery quickly 
dispersed it. The exhausted state of the troops rendered 
pursuit impossible, and a position was occupied on the eastern 
side of the hill. "When the conflict had ceased, Lieutenant- 
General Graham remained on the field of battle; but the 

* In the midst of the engagement, Sergeant Patrick Masterson, of the 
87th., seized and kept possession of the eagle of the 8th. French regiment 
of light infantry, (which was the first taken in action since the commence- 
ment of the Peninsniar war,) and for this His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent promoted him to an ensigney in the Royal York Light Infantry 
Volunteers; he was suhsequently removed to the 87th. regiment. 
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Spanisli general, La Pena, wlio had looked on while this 
obstinate battle was fought, did not seize the favourable oppor- 
tunity which the valour of the British troops had put into 
his hands, of striking a severe blow at the remains of the 
Prench army retreating in disorder. The inactivity of the 
Spaniards continuing, the British proceeded on the following 
day to Cadiz. 

Among the prisoners were the General of Division Ilufin, 
the General of Brigade Eousseau,*'^" the latter being mortally 
wounded; the Chief of the Staff, General Bellegardc; an aide- 
de-camp of Marshal Victor; the Colonel of the 8th. regiment, 
and several other officers. The prisoners amounted to two 
general officers, one held officer, nine captains, eight subalterns, 
and four hundred and twenty rank and file. The enemy lost 
about three thousand men in killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
while that of the British amounted to seven officers, six ser- 
geants, two drummers, and one hundred and eighty-seven rank 
and file killed; and fifty-five officers, forty-five sergeants, four 
drummers, and nine hundred and thirty- six rank and file 
wounded. Six pieces of cannon w^ere captured. 

Both Houses of Parliament unanimously voted their thanks 
to Lieutenant-General Graham, and the officers and men under 
his command, for this victory, and their valour and ability 
were highly applauded by the nation. 

Barrosa is emblazoned on the colours of the Grenadier, Cold- 

* An interesting anecdote has been preserved of this ofliccr’s canine 
friend: — ^AUer the battle of Barrosa, the wounded of both nations were, 
from want of means of transport, necessarily left upon the field of action 
the whole night and part of the following day. General Rousseau, a French 
general of division, was of the number; his dog, a white one of the poodle 
kind, which had heen left in quarters upon the advance of the F'rencli 
force, finding that the general rctunied not with those who escaped from 
the battle, set out in search of him ; found him at night in his dreary 
resting-place, and expressed his affliction by moans, and by licking the 
hands and feet of his dying master. When the fatal crisis took place, 
some hours after, he seemed fully aware of the dreadful change, attached 
himself closely to the body, and for three days refused the sustenance 
which was offered him. Arrangements having heen made for the inter- 
ment of the dead, the body of the general was, like the rest, committed 
to its honourable grave ; the dog lay down upon the earth which covered 
the beloved remains, and evinced by silence and deep dejection his sorrow 
for the loss he had sustained. The English commander, General Graham, 
whose fine feelings had prompted him to superintend the last duties due 
to the gallant slain, observed the friendless mourner, drew him, now no 
longer resisting, from^ the spot, and gave him his protection, which he 
continued to until his death, many years after, at the general’s resi- 
dence in Perthshire. J^ictories of the British jirmy. 
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stream; and Scots Fusilier Guards; 28tli., 6 7tli., and 87tli. 
regiments; and Itifle Brigade. The following corps were en- 
gaged in this battle:— 2nd. Hussars, King’s German Legion; 
lloyal Artillery; Eojal Engineers; 1st. Foot Guards, 2nd. bat- 
talion; Coldstream Guards, 2nd. battalion; 3rd. Foot Guards, 
2nd. battalion; 9tli. Foot, 1st- battalion, (flank companies;) 28th. 
Foot, 1st. battalion; 47th. Foot, 2nd. battalion, (flank companies;) 
67th. Foot, 2nd. battalion; 82nd. Foot, 2nd. battalion, (flank 
companies;) 87th. Foot, 2nd. battalion; Iliflo Brigade, 2nd. and 
3rd. battalions; 20th. Fortuguese Eegiment; and one company 
of the Eoyal Staff Corps. 

Mebal fob Babhosa. 

The medal for this battle was similar to timt granted for 
the victories commencing with Eoleia, and the following 
Memorandum, dated Horse Guards, November, 1811, was puh- 
Hshed in the ‘^London Gazette:” — 

t^The Prince Eegent having been graciously pleased, in the 
name and on behalf of His Majesty, to command that, in 
commemoration of the brilliant victory obtained over the enenay 
by a division of His Majesty’s army, under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Graham, at Barrosa, on the 5th. of March, 
1811, the undermentioned oflScers of the army, present upon 
that occasion, should enjoy the privilege of bearing a Medal, 
and His Eoyal Highness having approved of the medal which 
has been struck, is pleased to command, that it should be 
worn by the General Offleei-s, suspended by a ribbon, of tbe 
colour of the sash, wdth a blue edge, round tbe neck, and by 
the Commanding Officers of corps and detachments, and, the 
Cliiefs of Military Departments, attached by a ribbon of the 
same colour to the button-hole of their uniform: — 

Lieutenant-General Thomas Graham; Major-General William 
Thomas Dilkes; Colonel "William Wheatley, 1st. Foot Guards; 
Lieutenant- Colonels Charles P. Beison, 28th. Foot, William 
Augustus Prevost, 67th. regiment, The Hon. T. Cranley Onslow% 
3rd. Foot Guards, Andrew F. Barnard, 95th. Eifle regiment, 
John Macdonald, Deputy Adjutant-General, Edward Sebright, 
1st. Foot Guards, John Frederick Brown, 28tli. regiment, Amos 
Godsill Kurcott, 95th. Eifle regiment, The Hon. Charles M. 

a 
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Catlicartj Deputy Quartermaster- General, Dicliard Buslie, 20tli. 
Portuguese regiment, Alexander Duncan, Doyal Artillery, and 
Hugli Gongli, 87tli. regiment; and Major A. P. Baron Bussclie, 
2nd. Liglit Dragoons, King’s German Legion. 

By tlie command of His Eoyal Highness the Prince Eegent, 
in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty. 

PfiEDEEici:, Commander-in- Chief. 
Heyey Toreexs, Lieutenant- Colonel and Military Secretary.” 


BATTLE OF EHEKTES B’ OKOE. 

5th. May, 1811. 

At this period the sixth division of the British army had 
invested Almeida, and a force of British and Portuguese, under 
Marshal Beresford, was employed in the Alemtejo and Spanish 
Estremadura, which compelled the enemy to abandon Campo 
Mayor. Olivenza was next besieged by Marshal Beresford, and 
re-taken on the 15th. of April, 1811, after which he broke 
ground before Badajoz. 

Marshal Massena had reached Ciudad Eodrigo on the 25th. 
of April, and having concentrated his forces, crossed the Agneda 
at that place on the 2nd. of May, and advanced towards the 
allied army, posted between that river and the Coa, in order 
to blockade Almeida, which place, it was ascertained, was but 
ill supplied with provisions for its garrison. Upon the approach 
of the French, the British light division and cavalry fell back 
upon Fuentes d’ Onor, where three other divisions were posted, 
and in which position Yiscount 'Wellington determined to 
receive the attack of the enemy. 

The village of Fuentes d’ Onor, (Fountain of Honor,) is 
situated on low ground, at the bottom of a ravine, with an 
old chapel and some buildings on a craggy eminence, which 
overhang one end. Shortly after the enemy had formed on 
the ground, on the right of the Duas Casas, in the afternoon 
of the 3rd., they attacked the village with a large force, which 
was gallantly defended by Lieutenant- Colonel Williams, of the 
fifth battalion of the 60 th- regiment, in command of the light 
infantry battalions, belonging to Major-General Picton’s division, 
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supported by tlie light mfantiy battalion in Major-General 
NiglitingalFs brigade, commanded by Major (afterwards Sir 
llobert) Dick, of tbe 42nd. Eoyal Highlanders, and the light 
infantry battalion in Major-General Howard’s brigade, com- 
manded by Major xirchibald McDonnell, of the 92nd. regiment, 
and the light infan tiy battalion of the King’s German Legion, 
commanded by Major Charles Aly, of the hfth battalion of the 
Line, and by the second battalion of the 83rd. regiment, under 
Major Henry William Carr. 

These troops maintained their position, but the British 
commander seeing the repeated efforts which were made to 
obtain possession of the Tillage, and being fully aware of the 
adrautage the enemy would derive therefrom in their subse- 
quent operations, the place was reinfoi'ced successively by the 
71st., under the Honourable Lieutenant- Colonel Cadogan, and 
the 79th., under Lieutenant- Colonel Cameron, and the 24th., 
under Major Chamberlaine. The former, at the head of the 
71st., charged the Drench, and drove them fx'om the part of 
the village of which they had obtained a momentary possession. 
About tliis time Lieutenant- Colonel Williams was wounded, and 
tbe command devolved upon Lieutenant- Colonel Cameron, of 
the 79th. regiment. The contest continued until night, when 
the British troops remained in possession of the whole. The 
light infantry battalions and the 83rd. regiment were subse- 
quently withdrawn, leaving only the 71st. and 79th. regiments 
in the village, with the second battalion of the 24th. to 
support them. 

During the 4th. of Maj the enemy reconnoitred the positions 
which the British had occupied on the Duas Casas river, and 
that night General Jimot’s corps was moved from Almeida to 
the left of the position occupied by the sixth corps, opposite 
to Euentes d’ Onor. From the course of the reconnoisance it 
was considered that an attempt would be made to obtain 
possession of that place, and of the ground occupied by the 
troops behind the village, by crossing the Duas Casas at Poza 
Yelho, and in the evening the seventh division, under Major- 
General Houstoiin, was moved to the right, in order to pro- 
tect, if possible, that passage. 

On the morning of Sunday, the 5tli. of May, the eighth 
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corps appeared in two columns, with all tlie cavalry on tlie 
opposite side of tlie valley of the Duas Casas to Poza Yellio; 
and as the sixth and ninth corps also made a moveinent to 
their left, the light division, which had been brought back 
from the neighbourhood of Almeida, was sent with the cavalry, 
nnder Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Part., (now 
Field-Marshal Yiscount Combermere, G.C B.,) to support Major- 
General Honstoun, while the first and third divisions made a 
movement to their right, along the ridge between the Turon 
and Duas Casas rivers, corresponding to that of the sixth and 
ninth corps, on the right of the latter river. 

Major-General Houstoun’s advanced guard, consisting of the 
85tL, under Major McIntosh, and the 2n(l. Portuguese Ca^a- 
dores, under Lieutenant -Colonel Nixon, was attacked by the 
eighth corps, and compelled to retire, which was done in good 
order, although with some loss. The eighth corps being thus 
established in Poza Yelho, the enemy’s cavalry turned the right 
of the seventh division between that place and Nave d’ Aver, 
and charged. 

The charge of the advanced guard of the French cavalry was 
met by two or three squadrons of the different regiments of 
British Dragoons, and the enemy was driven hack, Colonel La 
Motto, of the 13th. Chasseurs, and some prisoners being taken. 
The main body was checked, and obliged to retire, by the 
fire of Major-General Houstoun’s division, the Chasseurs Brit- 
anniqucs and a dctacliment of the Duke of Brunswick’s Light 
Infanti'y beliaving in the most steady manner. Notwithstanding 
the repulse of this charge, Yiscount Wellington determined to 
concentrate his force towards the left, and to move the seventh 
light and the other two divisions, and the cavalry from Poza 
Yelho towards Fuentcs d’ Onor. The former place and neigh- 
bourhood had been occupied in the hope of maintaining the 
communication across the Coa by Sahugal, as well as to pro- 
vide for the blockade, which objects, it became obvious, were 
incompatible with each other, and that which was deemed 
the least important was abandoned; the light division was 
placed in reserve in the rear of the left of the first, and the 
seventh on some commanding ground beyond the Turon, which 
protected the right flank and rear of the first division, besides 
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coTermg tlie commiinicatiorL witH tlie Coa, and prevented tliat 
of the [French with Alameda by the roads between the Turon 
and that river. 

Upon this occasion the movement of the troops, although 
under very critical circumstances, was well conducted by Major- 
General Ifoustoun, Brigadier- General Craufurd, and Lieutenant- 
General Sir Stapleton Cotton. The seventh division was covered 
in its passage of the Turon by the light, under Brigadier- 
General Craufurd, and this last, in its march to join the first 
division, by the British cavalry. The British position thus 
extended on the high ground from the Turon to the I)uas 
Casas. The seventh division on the left of the former, covered 
the rear of the right; the first division, in two lines, was 
on the right; Colonel Ashworth’s brigade, in two lines, in the 
centre; and the third division, in two lines, on the left. The 
light division and British cavalry in reserve; and the village 
of Fuentes d’ Onor in front of the left. Bon Julian’s infantry 
joined the seventh division in Frenada, and he was sent with 
his cavalry to endeavour to interrupt the enemy’s communication 
with Ciudad Eodrigo. The efforts on the right part of the 
British position, after it was occupied as above described, were 
confined to a cannonade, and to some cavalry charges upon 
the advanced posts. 

One of these was repulsed by the pickets of the first division, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Hill, of the 3rd. regiment of Guards; 
but as they were falling back, they did not see tbe direction 
of another in sufficient time to oppose it, and the Lieutenant- 
Colonel was taken prisoner, many men were wounded and some 
captured, before a detachment of the British cavalry could 
move np to their support. The second battalion of the 42nd., 
under Lieu tenant- Colonel Lord Blantyre, also repulsed a charge 
of the cavalry directed against them. They likewise attempted 
to push a body of light infantry down the ravine of the Turon 
to the right of the first division, which was repulsed by the 
light infantry of the Guards, under Lieutenant-Colonel Guise, 
aided by five companies of the 95th., under Captain O’ Hare. 

Throughout this day the enemy’s principal effort was again 
directed against Fuentes d’ Oner, and not withstanding that tlie 
whole of the sixth corps was at different periods employed to 
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attach this village, the rreneh were never able to gain more 
than a temporary possession. It was defended by the 24th,, 
71st., and 79th. regiments, under the command of Colonel 
Cameron; these troops were supported by the light infantry 
battalions in the third division, commanded by Major Woodgate; 
the light infantry battalions in the first division, commanded 
by Majors Dick, McDonnell, and Aly; the 6tli. Portuguese 
Cagadores, commanded by Major Pinto; by the light companies 
in Colonel Champelmond’s Portuguese brigade, under Colonel 
Sutton; and those in Colonel Ashworth’s Portuguese brigade, 
under Lieutenant- Colonel Pynn; and by the pickets of the 
third di-vdsion, under the command of the Honourable Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Trench. Lieutenant- Colonel Cameron was severely 
wounded in the afternoon, and the command in the village 
devolved upon the Honourable Lieutenant- Colonel Cadogan. 

Ill addition to the foregoing, the troops in Puentes d’ Onor 
were supported, when pressed by the enemy, by the 74th. 
regiment, under Major Bussell Manners, and the 88th. Con- 
naught Bangers, under Lieutenant- Colonel Wallace, belonging 
to Colonel Mac Kinnon’s brigade; on one of these occasions the 
88th., with the 71st. and 79th., under the command of Colonel 
Mac Kinnon, charged the enemy, and drove them through the 
village. 

This prolonged contest again lasted in this quarter until 
night, when the British still held their post, and from that 
time there was no fresh attempt made on any part of their 
position. Although the actions were partial, yet they were 
very severe, and the casualties were also. The enemy had a 
great superiority of force, and their loss wms likewise great; 
they left four hundred killed in the village of Puentes d’ Onor. 

On the evening of the 3rcl. of May, the British had two 
officers, one sergeant, and nineteen rank and file killed; fifteen 
ofiicers, ten sergeants, one drummer, and one hundred and 
forty-five rank and file wounded. The Portuguese had one 
sergeant and thirteen men killed; seven ofiicers, one sergeant, 
and twenty-five men wounded. On the 5th. of May the casu- 
alties, British and Portuguese, amounted to nine ofiicers, 
thirteen sergeants, three drummers, and one hundred and 
seventy-three rank and file killed; fifty-nine ofiicers, sixty-one 
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sergeants, four drummers, and nine liundred and sis rank and 
file wounded; seven officers, nine sergeants, nine drummers, 
and two hundred and sixty-nine rank and file missing. 

The following regiments bear the words Puentes n’ONOEf^'— 
14th. and 1 6th. Light Dragoons; the 24th., 42nd., 43rd., 45th., 
52nd., 60th., 71st., 74th., 79th., 83rd., 85th., 88th., 92nd., 
and Hide Brigade. 

On the 8 th. of May the enemy retired to the woods between 
Espeja, Gallegos, and Puentes d’ Onor, in which position the 
whole army was eollected by the foEowing day, with the ex- 
ception of that part of the second corps which continued 
opposite Alameda; hut during the night of the 9th. the whole 
broke up and retired across the Azava, covering their retreat 
by their numerous cavalry, and on the following day the 
■whole crossed the Agueda, leaving Almeida to its fate. 

Medal foe Busaco and Puentes d’ Onoe. 

The customary medal was granted for the above battles, the 
pattern being like that for the other actions in the Peninsula. 
The following letter from Yiscount "Wellington to tbe Earl of 
Liverpool, dated Quinta de S. Joao, July 11th., 1811, gives 
his views regarding the distribution of medals: — 

have had the honour of receiving your Lordship^s letter 
of the 22nd. of June, in wffiich your Lordship desires to have 
my opinion as to the restrictions -^^ffiich it may be expedient 
to put upon the grant of medals to British officers, for dis- 
tinguished merit displayed upon such occasions as the battles 
of Yimeiro, Corunna, Talavera, and Barrosa. 

^‘My opinion has always been, that the grant of a medal to 
an individual officer ought to have been founded originally, 
partly on the importance of the occasion or action wdiich it 
Avas intended to commemorate, and partly on the share wliich 

* Parliament was not asked for its tlianks for this action, for in a letter 
to the Earl of Liverpool, from Yiscount Wellington, dated Quinta de S. 
Joao, June 2dth., 18U, he says, “Your Lordship may rest assured that I 
a!ii perfectly satisfied that you acted right in not proposing a vote in 
Parliament on the battle of Fuentes, The business would have been dif- 
ferent if wc had caught the garrison of Almeida; but, as it happened, the 
governinent w^ere quite right. Indeed, people in England appear to me to 
be so much elated by any success, and so much depressed by any tem- 
porary check, tiiat I feel difficulty in describing the state of our affairs, 
and am always apprehensive that the goyernmeut will appreciate too highly 
what we do .” — The Wdlmgt07i Dispatches, 
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the individual ofEcer had had in the action to he coinmeinorated ; 
and that medals should have been granted for important actions 
onl^'j and to those engaged in them in a conspicuous manner, 
■whatever might bo their rank in the service. It was decided, 
however, that medals should he granted on the same principle 
only, but following strictly the example of the grant of medals 
to the navy, notwithstanding that an action on shore is very 
different from an action at sea; and the merit of the different 
classes of individuals is likewise entirely different. At the 
same time, this principle was departed from in some of the 
grants made. 

'^If the principle adopted in the grant of medals to the navy 
is adhered to in the grant of medals to oiBcers of the army, 
and that medals are to be granted to general officers, and 
Lieutenant- Colonels commanding regiments, on an occasion to 
be commemorated, because, on a similar occasion, they would 
be granted to Admirals and Captains of ships of the line, it 
is difficult to restrict the grant, or make a selection of officers 
to whom they should be granted to commemorate the battles 
at Busaco and Euentes d’ Onor, if government determine that 
these actions should be commemorated in that manner. If, 
however, that principle is departed from, it is not difficult to 
make out a list of the names of officers already reported to 
your Lordship, who wore at the licad of corps or detachments 
upon these occasions, and who had a conspicuous share in the 
event which it is the intention of the government to com- 
memorate in this manner. It i.s not probable, however, that 
the adoption of this principle will decrease the number of those 
to whom the honour would be granted; but, as I have already 
represented to your Lordship, I dofft think this important; 
that which is important in the establishment of the principle 
on which the grant of this honour should he made, is, that 
every officer should feel that he shall receive the mark of dis- 
tinction, if he should be in the place to distinguish himself, 
and should act in the manner to deserve to he distinguished, 
whatever may he his military rank. It may he contended 
for by me, that the officers of the British army don^t require 
an honour of this description to stimulate their exertions, and 
that the grant of the medal is therefore useless; but, however, 
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tliose wlio contend for tliis principle must adinit tliat a selec- 
tion of tliose wlio liave liad an opportunity of distinguisliiiig 
themselves in an action is a less objectionable mode of 
granting it than the grant of it by classes, wlietber the iiidi- 
Tiduals composing those classes have distinguished themselves 
or not. 

^ ‘I have now the honour to enclose lists of the names of the 
the officers who, on the principle of selection, ought, in my 
opinion, to receive medals for the battles of Busaco and 
Fuentes d’ Onor, if government think proper to distinguish 
these battles by medals. In respect to the battle of Albuhera, 
I was not there, and I am not able to give an opinion upon 
it. One brigade of the fourth division of infantry, however, 
•was not in the action, nor Brigadier- General Madden’s brigade 
of cavalry. The brunt of the action was on the right; but 
some of the corps of infantry, I believe, and certainly General 
Otway’s brigade of cavalr}% on the left, were not engaged. At 
all events, these troops were not engaged, as far as I under- 
stand, in a greater degree than the whole army were at Bu- 
saco, and every corps on the held at Fuentes d’ Onor. 

'T mention these circumstances only to point out to your 
Lordship, that in every action on shore, however severe, there 
must be some to whose lot it does not fall to have an oppor- 
tunity to distinguish themselves; and that the principle of 
selection, without reference to ranks, ought to be adopted in 
every instance of the grant of medals to the army.” 


BATTLE OF ALBTJHEEA. 

16th. Mat, 1811. 

Eablt in May the first siege of Badajoz was commenced 
by the British, and whilst the operations against that fortress 
were in progress, Marshal Soult quitted Seville, and advanced 
to its relief. The portion^ of the allied army under Marshal 

* Tlic following British troops -were engaged at the battle of Aibuhera. 
Cavalry, under Major-General the Honourable >Sir William Liimley 3rd. 
Dragoon Guards, 4th, Dragoons, and 13th. Light Dragoons. Second division, 
Major-General the Honourable W. Stewart: — 3rd. Foot, first battalion, 31st., 
second battalion, 48th., second battalion, 66th , second battalion, 60th., one 
company fifth battalion. Lieutenant- Colonel Golborne ; 2Dth. Foot, 48tli., 
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Sir William Beresford, niored forward to meet liim, and took 
up a position in front of Aibuhera. 

At nine o’clock in tbe morning of the 16th. of May, the 
enemy commenced his attack, and after a strong and gallant 
resistance by the Spanish troops, he gained the heights upon 
which they had been formed; meanwhile the division of the 
Honourable Major-General 'William Stewart had been moved 
up to support them, and that of Major-General Hamilton 
brought to the left of the Spanish line, and formed in con- 
tiguous close columns of battalions, to be available in any 
direction. The Portuguese brigade of cavalry, under Brigadier- 
General Otwaj", remained at some distance on the left, to 
check any attempt that might be made below the village. 

Hearly at the commencement of the battle a heavy storm 
of rain came on, which, with the smoke from the firing, 
rendered it impossible to discern anything distinctly. This, 
with the nature of the ground, had been extremely favourable 
to the attacking columns. The right brigade of Major-General 
Stewart’s division, under Lieutenant- Colonel Colborne, (now 
Pield-Marsbal Lord Seaton,) first came into action, and behaved 
in the most gallant manner, and, finding that the enemy’s 
column could not be shaken by fire, proceeded to attack it with 
the bayonet; while thus in the act of charging, a body of 
Polish lancers, which the thickness of the atmosphere and the 
nature of the ground had concealed, (and which was, besides, 
mistaken by those of the brigade when discovered for Spanish 
cavalry, and therefore not fii’ed upon,) turned it, and being 
thus attacked unexpectedly in the rear, was unfortunately 
broken, and suffered immensely. The second battalion of tbe 
31st. regiment, under the command of Major L’Estrange, alone 
held its ground against all the colonnes e?i masse, until the 
arrival of the third brigade under Major-General Hoghton. 

first battalion, 57tli., first battalion, 60tli., one company fifth battalion, 
Major-General Hogliton ; 28tli. Foot, second battalion, 34th., second bat- 
talion, 39th., second battalion, 60th., one company fifth battalion, Honourable 
Lieutenant-Colonel Abercromby. Fourth division, Mojor-Gencral the 
Honourable Lowry Cole;— 27th. Foot, first battalion, 40tb., first battalion, 
97th. Queen’s Own, COtli., one company fifth battalion. Colonel Kemmis; 
Fusilier Brigade,— 7th. Foot, first and second battalions, 23rd,, first battalion, 
Brunswick Gels, one company. First and second light battalions German 
Legion, Major-General Baron Charles Altcn. 



battle oe albuheea. 


91 


Tlie eonduct of this brigade was most conspieiioiislj gallant, 
and that of the second brigade, under the Honourable Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Abercromby, was not less so. Majoz'- General 
Hoghton, cheering on his men to the charge, fell pierced with 
wounds.",'. 

/llthoiigh the principal attack was on this point of the 
right, a continual attempt was also made upon that part 
of the original front at the village and bridge, which were 
defended in the most gallant manner bj Major-General Baron 
Alten, and the light infkntrj^ bidgade of the German Legion, 
whose conduct, in every point of view, was reported as 
^^conspicuously good.’’ The enemy’s cavalry, on his infantry 
attempting to force the right, had endeavoured to turn it; 
but the able manoeuvres of Major-General the Honourable 
William Liimley, commanding the allied cavalry, though 
vastly inferior in point of numbers, foiled the design. Major- 
General the Honourable George Lowry Cole, seeing the attack, 
very judiciously brought up his left a little, marched in line 
to attack the enemy’s left, and arrived most opportunely to 
contribute, with the charges of the brigades of Major- 
General Stewart’s division, to force the enemy to abandon 
liis situation, and retire precipitately, and to take refuge 
under his reserve. Here the Fusilier brigade, consisting of 
two battalions of the 7th. and one of the 23rd. Fusiliers, 
immortalized itself.*^' So numerous were the casualties. 


* ivo description can surpass that given hy Sir William Kapier :-~‘*Such 
a gallant line Issuing from the midst of the smohe, and rapidly separating 
itself from the confused and broken multitude, startled the enemy’s 
heavy masses, which were increasing and pressing onwards as to an 
assured victory; they wavered, hesitated, and then vomiting forth a 
storm of tire, hastily endeavoured to enlarge their front, while a fearful 
discharge of grape, from all their artillery, whistled through the British 
ranks. Myers was killed, Cole, and the three colonels, Ellis, Blakeney, 
and Hawkshawe fell wounded, and the Fusilier battalions, struck by tlie 
iron tempest, reeled and staggered like sinking ships. But suddenly and 
sternly recovering, they closed on their terrible enemies, and then was 
seen witii what a strength and majesty the British soldier tights. In 
vain did Soult, by voice and gesture, animate his Frenchmen; in vain 
did the hardiest veterans, extricating themselves from the crowded 
columns, sacrifice their lives to gain time for the mass to open out on such 
a fair field ; in vain did the mass itself bear up, and, fiercely striving, 
lire indiscriminately upon friends and foes, while tiie horsemen, hovering 
on the flanks, threatened to charge the advancing line. Nothing could 
stop that astonishing infantry. No sudden burst of iindiscii>]iiied valour, 
no nervous enthusiasm WTakened the stability of their order; their 
dabhing eyes were bent on the dark columns in their front ; tiair measured 
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tliat Captain Stainfortli’s company of tlie 23rd. Eoyal Welsli 
Fusiliers, was commanded, at the close of the action, by Cor- 
poral Thomas Eobiiison. The enemy was pursued by the Allies 
to a considerable distance, and as far as it was considered 
prudent, with his immense superiority of cavalry, and Marshal 
Beresford contented himself with seeing him driven across the 
Alhnhera. 

Commencing at nine o’clock, the battle continued wnthout 
interruption until two in the afternoon, when the enemy 
having been driven over the Alhuhera, for the remainder of 
the day there was hut cannonading and skirmishing. 

It was observed during this sanguinary battle, that the 
British dead, particularly the 57th, regiment, were lying as 
they fonght, in ranks, and every wound wms in the front.*^ 
This corps here gained the name of the Die-hards, 

On this memorable day the loss was very severe, but the 
French casualties were still greater. About twm thousand 
dead were left by them on the field, and nearly a thousand 
prisoners were taken. Five of their generals were killed and 
wounded. The British had Major-General Hoghton, thirty- 
three ofiicers, thirty- three sergeants, four drummers, and nine 
hundred and seventeen rank and file killed; one hundred 
and eighty- one ofiicers, one hundred and forty- six sergeants, 
nine drummers, and two thousand six hundred and sixty-six 
rank and file wounded; fourteen officers, twenty -eight sergeants, 

tread shook the ground ; their dreadful volleys swept away the head of 
every formation ; their deafening shouts overpowered the dissonant cries 
that broke from all parts of the tumultuous crowd, as slowly, and with 
a horrid carnage, it was pushed by the incessant vigour of the attack, 
to the farthest edge of the height. There the French reserve, mixing with 
the struggling multitude, eudeavoured to sustain the fight ; but the effort 
only increased the irremediable confusion; the mighty mass gave way, 
and like a loosened cliff, went headlong down the steep. The rain flowed 
after in streams discoloured with blood, and fifteen hundred uuwounded 
men, the remnant of six thousand unconquerable British soldiers, stood 
triumphant on the fatal hill.” 

* Shakspere has not lost sight of soldiers being thus wounded, — the 
ambition of every Spartan,— for in the last scene of ‘♦Macbeth,” old Si ward, 
whcninformedofhissoifsdcath,asks— 

“/Siwardf. Had he his hurts before ? 

JRosse, Ay, on the front. 

Siivard. Why, then, God’s soldier be he! 

Had I as many sons as I have hairs, 

I would not wish them to a fairer death; 

And so his knell is knoll’d.” 
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ten drummers, and fire hundred and twenty-eight rank and 
file missing.^' I^early all the men reported as missing, how- 
ever, subsequently re-joined their regiments. 

The word Albuhbe*! is borne by the 3rd. Dragoon Guards, 
and 4th. Light Dragoons, 3rd., 7th,, 23rd., 28th., 29th., 31st., 
34th., 39th., 48th., 57th., 60th., and 66th. regiments. 

Amongst the instances of the defence and preservation of the 
colours, the following are remarkable, and more especially that of 
the 3rd,, Buffs, for which a medal was struck. In the accounts 
of the time, Ensign ‘Walsh, of the 3rd. Foot, was reported to 
have prevented the colour of the regiment from being taken 
by tearing, when the staff of the colour was broken by a 
cannon-ball, the colour off and concealing it in his bosom. 
This statement misled the then Chancellor of the Exchequer 
when he moved a vote of thanks to the army, on the 7th. 
of June following, for its gallantry in this sanguinary battle. 
The honour, however, was due to Lieutenant Latham, who 
preserimd the regimental colour from falling into the enemy’s 
hands in the following gallant manner: — ^Wiiiie the Buffs 
were engaged with the French infantry, they were attacked 
in the rear by a large force of French and Polish cavalry. 
Ensign Thomas, who carried the second, or regimental colour, 
%vas called upon to siurender; but he replied that could only 
be with his life. He fell, mortally wounded, a victim to his 

^ ^‘Mustering tlie living and recording the dead became afterwards ottr 
melancholy duty. On reckoning our numbers, the 29th. regiment had 
only ninety-six men, two captains, and a few subalterns remaining out 
of "the whole regiment; the 57th, regiment had but a few more, and 
were commanded out of action by the adjutant; the first battalion of 
the 48th. regiment suffered in like manner; not a man of the brigade 
was prisoner; not a colour was lost, although an eloquent historian 
most unwarrantably stated that the 57th. had lost theirs—tlie 57th. lose 
their colours! —never! Major-General Hogh ton, commanding the brigade, 
and Lieutenant- Colonel Duckworth, of the 48th. regiment, were killed; 
Lieutenant-Colonel White, of the 29th. regiment, mortally wounded; 
Colonel Inglis, of the 57th., and Major Way, of the 29th. regiments, very 
severely. In fact, every field officer of the whole brigade w’as either 
killed or wounded, so that at the close of the action the brigade re- 
mained in command of a captain of the 48th. regiment, and, singular 
enough, that captain was a Frenchman (Cemetiere,) 

“The field afterwards presented a sad spectacle, our men lying generally 
in rows and the French in large heaps, from their having fought prin- 
cipally in masses, they not having dared to deploy (as they afterwards 
told us) from a dread of our cavalry; having supposed that we would 
not have ventured to act in such an open country without a great 
superiority in that description of force,” — The Twenty-ninth at Alhuhera^ 
United Service Journal^ October ^ 1835. 
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bravely, and tbe colour was captured. The first, or the king’s 
colour, was carried by Ensign Walsh; the sergeants who 
protected it had fallen in its defence, and this officer was 
pursued by several Polish lancers. Lieutenant Latham saw 
the danger of the colour being borne in triumph from the 
field by the enemy; his soul was alive to the honour of his 
corps, and he ran forward to protect it. Ensign Walsh was 
surrounded, wounded, and taken prisoner; but Lieutenant La- 
tham arrived at the spot in time to seize the colour, which 
he defended with heroic gallantry. Environed by a crowd of 
assailants, each emulous of the honour of its capture, and his 
body bleeding from wounds, Lieutenant Latham clung with ener- 
getic tenacity to his precious charge, defended himself with his 
sword, and refused to yield. A Erench hussar, seizing the flag- 
staff, and rising in his stirrups, aimed at the head of the 
gallant Latham a blow which failed in cutting him down, but 
which sadly mutilated him, severing one side of the face and nose. 
Although thus severely wounded, his resolute spirit did not 
shrink, but he sternly and vigorously continued to struggle with 
the Erench horsemen, and, as they endeavoured to drag the 
colour from him, he exclaimed, ‘L will surrender it only 
with my life.” A second sabre stroke severed his left arm 
and hand, in which he held the staff, from his body. He 
then dropped his sword, and, seizing the staff wuth his right 
hand, continued to struggle with his opponents until he was 
thrown down, trampled upon, and pierced with lances; but 
the number of his adversaries impeded their efforts to destroy 
him, and at that moment the British cavalry came up and 
the Erench troopers fled. Lieutenant Latham, although des- 
perately wounded, was so intent on preserving the colour, 
that he exerted the little strength he had left to remove it 
from the staff and to conceal it nnder him. The Eusilier 
brigade advanced, and, by a gallant effort, changed the fortune 
of the day. Sergeant Gough, of the first battalion of the 7th. 
Eoyal Eusiliers, found the colour nnder Lieutenant Latham, 
who lay apparently dead. The colour, for which so desperate 
a struggle had been maintained, was restored to the Buffs, and 
the sergeant was rewarded with a commission, being, in con- 
sequence of his gallant conduct, appointed ensign in the 2nd. 
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"West India Eegiment,/on the Htb. of I^oYember, 1811. After 
lying some time on the ground in a state of insensibility, Lieu- 
tenant Latham revived and crawled towards the river, ywhere 
he was found endeavouring to quench his thirst. He was removed 
to the convent, his wounds dressed, and the stump of his arm 
amputated; he ultimately recovered. Ensign Walsh escaped from 
the enemy soon after he had been made prisoner. ‘When 
recovered of Ms wounds, he joined his regiment, and made 
known the circumstance of the colour having "been thus pre- 
served by Lieutenant Latham. The ofdeers of the Buffs, with 
a readiness which reflected great honour on the corps, subscribed 
one hundred guineas for the purchase of a gold medal, on 
which the preservation of the colour by Lieutenant Latham 
was represented in high relief, with the motto, will sur- 
render it only with my life.’' Application was made to His 
Royal Highness the Commander-in- Chief, by General Leigh, then 
Colonel of the 3rd. Foot, or the Buffs, for the royal authority 
for Lieutenant Latham to receive and wear the medal, which 
was granted, in a letter dated Horse Guards, 4th. January, 
1813. The medal was presented to this gallant officer at 
Reading, on the 12th. of August following. An operation was 
performed in 1815, by the celebrated surgeon, Mr. Carpue, 
assisted by Assistant John Morrison, M.D., of the Buffs, to 
repair the mutilation of Captain Latham’s face, at the sug- 
gestion of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, who kindly 
defrayed the expense of the operation and cure. Captain 
Latham received, by authority of the royal wanunt, a pen- 
sion of one hundred pounds a year, in consequence of the 
loss of Ms left arm, and a farther annual pension of seventy 
pounds on account of his other severe wounds. He continued 
to serve in the 3rd. regiment until the 20 th. of April, 1820, 
when he exchanged to half-pay, receiving the regulated dif- 
ference. 

Ensign James Jackson earned the regimental colour of the 
57th. at Albuhcra. Soon after the action commenced, the 
officer with the king’s colour was severely wmunded, and the 
colour fell to the ground, when Ensign Jackson immediately 
directed one of the non-commissioned officers to pick it up, and 
taking it from him, gave the regimental colour to the sergeant, 
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wliieli he retained until an oJSicer was brought to take charge 
of it. The king’s colour, which Ensign Jackson carried, re- 
ceived thirty balls through it, and two others broke the pole 
and carried away the top. Nine balls passed through his clothes, 
of which four wounded — one through the body. During the 
greatest part of the battle the hostile lines were less than one 
hundred yards from each other. Brevet-Major James Jackson 
was placed on retired full pay as captain, 57th. regiment, on 
the 25th. of June, 1841, and was promoted to the brevet rank 
of Lieutenant-Colonel on the 28th. of November, 1854. He is 
still living. 

Marshal Soult retired after the battle to the ground he had 
been previously on, but occupying it in position, and during the 
night of the 17th. he commenced his retreat towards SeyEle^ 
leaving Badajoz to its fate. 

Medal eoe Albuheea. 

The medal for the battle of Albuhera was the same as that 
conferred for other actions of this period, and of which an 
illustration is given for Talavera; but there appears also to 
have been one awarded by the Spanish monarch, for in a letter, 
dated Gonesse, 2nd. July, 1815, addressed to Marshal J^ord 
Beresford, G.C.B,, the Duke of Wellington wrote, ‘‘You should 
recommend for the Spanish medal for Albuhera, according to 
the rules laid down by the King of Spain, for the grant of 
it. I think it should be given only to those who were there, 
and actually engaged.” When the silver war medal was au- 
thorized, it is almost superfluous to state that a bar was 
granted for this victory. 


GAFTDEE OF JAVA. 

August A2fD Sepxembee, 1811. 

The British government resolved to complete its dominion 
in the East, by the con(xuest of the island of Java, of which 
the Dutch had held undisturbed possession for more than one 
liundred years. The extent of the island, — six hundred and 
forty miles long, and about a hundred broad; the luxuriant 
and fertile character of the soil, the mountain districts yielding 
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tlie vegetables and grain of 'Europe, and the plains tlie dedicioiis 
fruits and otlier .valuable productions of tlie East in abundance, 
ivitliout tlie necessit}^ of laborious tillage, and to so great , an 
extent,, as . to occasion it to be sometimes called tlie graiia.r 3 r 
of the East; rendered tbe island of Java a valuable acquisition'' 
to tlie United Provinces, and its principal citr, .Batavia, 'mui.s 
tlie capital of tbe Butcli settlements in tlie East I.iidies. '.Hol- 
land having become a part of that empire wli.icli Kapoleoa 
was forming to prepare tbe waj for universal .'dominion,, it 
became necessary to deprive the Butcli of this large and fertile 
island. 

Lord Mill to, the Governor- General of India, planned the 
expedition, and in order to carry out his idea, gave orders for 
tlie collection of a number of troops at Madras. Tlie squadron 
was placed under Hear- Admiral the lloiiourable Bobert Stopford, 
and tlie land forces were commanded by Lieutenant-General 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty; whilst his lordship determined to ac- 
companj- tlie armament. 

A landing was clfected on the 4tli. of August, 1811, at 
Cliiiiin gelling, within twelve miles east of Batavia, which was 
taken possession of on the 8th. of that month without ox>po- 
sition. The possession of Batavia was of the utmost importance. 
Although large storehouses of public property were burnt pre- 
vious to tbe retreat of the enemy, and ever}’' effort made to 
destroy the remainder, some valuable granaries and other stores 
were preserved. During the night of the 8th, a feeble attempt 
was made by the enemy to cut off a small guard, which had 
been sent for the security of the place; but the troops of tlie 
advance had reinforced the party early in the evening, and 
the attack was repulsed. The advance under Colonel (after- 
wards Major-General Sir Bobert Bollo) Gillespie occupied the 
city on the 9tli. of August. 

On the 10th. a sharp affair took place with the cliie of 
General Janserfs army; the British had advanced from Batavia, 
and found three thousand select men of the Gallo- Batavian troops 
in a strong position at Weltcrvrceden, defended by ahedk; this 
post was stormed and carried at the point of the hayoiiet by 
the troops under Colonel Gillespie, many of the enemy being 
killed, and their guns captured; the remainder retreated to 
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tlie entrenclied position at Cornelis, between the great river 
Jacatra aad the deep aqueduct of Blohan, neither of which was 
fordable. In this affair the grenadier company of the 78th., 
aad the detachment of the 89th. regiment, were particularly 
distingiiislied in charging and capturing their adversaries’ ar- 
tillery. The Britisli loss was trifling compared with that of 
their opponents, AYhich was estimated at about £ve hundred 
men, with Brigadier- General Alberti dangerously wounded. 

Although success had thus attended the British troops, further 
progress became extremely difficult, and somewhat doubtful. 
The position of the foe was extremely formidable. Seven 
redoubts, and many batteries, mounted with heav}^ cannon, 
occupied the most commanding ground within the lines, the 
whole of the works being defended by a numerous and well- 
organized artillery. As the season was too far advanced, 
the heat so violent, and the number of troops insufficient 
to admit of regular approaches, the only alternative was to 
attempt to carry the \\'orks by assault, and in aid of this 
design, some batteries were erected for the purpose of disabling 
the principal redoubts; a heavy fire was kept up by the British 
lor two days, from twenty eighteen-pounders and eight mortars 
and howitzers. Tbcir execution was great, and although an- 
swered at the commencement of each day by a far more 
numerous artillery, the nearest batteries were daily silenced, 
and every part of the position was considerably disturbed. 

At dawn on the 26th. of August, the assault on Cornelis 
was made. To Colonel Gillespie, a gallant and experienced 
officer, the attack was entrusted. He had the infantry of the 
advance and the grenadiers of the line with him, and was 
supported by Colonel Gibbs, with the 59th. regiment and the 
fourth battalion of Bengal Yolnnteers. They were intended, 
if possible, to sur|)rise the redoubt, Ho. 3, constructed beyond 
the Slokan, to endeavour to cross the bridge over that stream 
with the fugitives, and then to assault the redoubts withiu the 
lines, Colonel Gillespie attacking those to the left, and Colonel 
Gibbs to tbe lught. Lieutenant- Colonel "William Macleod, 
with six companies of the 69th., was directed to follow a path 
on the hank of the great river, and wffien the attack had 
commenced on the Slokan, to endeavour to possess himself of 


CAPTURE OF JAVA. 


99 


tlie left redoubt, .Ko. -2. Major 'Tule, .witli tlie flank corps of 
the reserv'e, roiiiforeed hy two troops of cavalry, four gims of 
torse artillery, two eompanies of tlie and tlie grenadiers 

of tlie reserve, was to attack tlie corps at, Campong. Maylayo, 
on the west of the great river, and endeavonr to cross the 
bridge at that post. 

The remainder of the army, under Major-General (afterwards 
General Sir Frederick) Wetliei'all, was at the batteries, where, 
a column under Colonel Wood, consisting of the 78th. regi- 
m.ent and the fifth volunteer battalion, was .directed to advance 
against the enemy in front, and at a favourable moment, 
when aided by the other attacks, to force his way, if prac- 
ticable, and open the position for the line. General Jansens 
was fully prepared for the conflict, and was in the redoubts 
when it commenced. After a long detour throiigb a close 
and intricate country, Colonel Gillespie came on the enemy’s 
advance, routed it in an instant, and, under a heavy fire of 
grape and musketry, rapidly possessed himself of the advanced 
redoubt, hTo. 3, Passing the bridge with the fugitives, under 
a tremendous fire, he assaulted and carried with the ba^miiet 
tlie redoubt iN"o. 4, after a very obstinate resistance. Here 
the two divisions of the columns separated. Colonel Gibbs 
turned to the right, and with the 59th. and a portion of the 
78th., which had now forced their way in front, carried the 
redoubt '^ 0 . 1. At the instant of its capture an explosion of 
tlie magazine occurred, which destroyed a number of ofiicers 
and men who w’ore crowded on its ramparts, which the foe 
had abandoned. The redoubt 1 ^* 0 . 2, against which Lieutenant- 
Colonel William Macleod’s (69th. T^oot) attack was directed, was 
carried in equally gallant style, but that oflieer tell in the mo- 
ment of victory. The front of the pjosition being thus open, 
the assailants rushed in from every quarter.'*' The eavaliy, 

* ‘‘During the operations on the right. Colonel Gillespie pursued his ad- 
vantage to the left, carrying the enemy’s redoubts towards the rear, and 
being joined by Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander M‘Leod, of the Oilili., with 
part of tliat corps, he directed Iiim to attack the park of artiilery, which 
tbait officer carried in a most masterly manner, putting to ilight a body of 
the enemy’s cavalry that formed and attempted to dcfcu^l it. A sharp fire 
of musketry was now kept up by a strong body of the enemy, who had 
taken post in the lines in front of Fort Cornclis, but were driveti from 
them, the fort taken, and the enemy completely dispersed. They were 
pursued by Colonel Gillespie, with the i4th. regiment, a party of Sepoys, 
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towards tlie rear, and liorso artillery forced a passage tliroiigli 
tlic lines, tlie fort of Coriielis was carried, and the Eritisli 
were triumphant at every point. ISTearly two thousand of the 
enemy were killed, and about five thousand prisoners were 
taken, including three general officers.’*^ The remainder of the 
enemy dispersed, excepting a few men who accompanied the 
Gallo'Batavian commander, General Jansens, in his flight. 

Prom the dih.'of August, 1811, to the 26th. of that month, 
the British loss amounted to killed, Europeans, — fifteen offi- 
cers, eighteen sergeants, and ninety -one rank and file; IS^a- 
tives, — two Jemidars, two Havildars, and twenty-three rank 
and file; wounded, Europeans, — sixty-two officers, thirty- three 
sergeants, two drummers, and five hundred and thirteen rank 
and file; Natives, — two Subahdars, four Jemidars, nine 
Havildars, one drummer, and one hundred and seven rank 
and file. 

General Jansens, with about fifty horse, the remnant of 
his army of ten thousand men, escaped into the interior, 
where, having collected a small force, he made a feeble 

and the seamen from the batteries under Captain Saver, of the Royal 
Kavy. By this time the cavalry and horse iirtilierv had efiected a passage 
through the lines, the former commanded by Major Travers, and the 
latter by Captain Noljle; and, with the gallant Colonel at their head, the 
pursuit \vas continued, till tlie whole of the cnemy^s army was killed, 
taken, or dispersed. Major Tale’s attack was equally spirited, but, after 
routing the enemy’s force at Campoiig Maylayo, and killing many of 
them, he fonntl tlie bridge on fire, and was iinahle to penetrate further.” 
— Lieutenant- Genei'al Sir Samuel Anchmuty''s despatch. 

* The following incident is quite a Romance of War After the storming 
of Fort Cornells, the British pressed on in pursuit, when several prisoners 
were captured. Captain G, A. Weiherall, of the Royals, (now Lieutenant- 
General Sir George Wetherall, K.C B., recently Adjiitant-Gcneral, and at 
jiresent commanding the troops in the Northern District,) Aide-de-Camp 
to his father, the late General Sir Frederick 'Wetherall, who was second 
in command, was ordered to conduct them to the rear. Wlien passing 
the barracks, eu route, a young officer, one of tlie prisoners, begged per- 
mission to go to his room to recover his watch, and obtain a change of 
linen. Captain Wetherall readily acceded to the request, went with him, 
and, having obtained' what was reejuired, he gave his card, and w^as most 
grateful. In 1851, forty years after, when so many foreigners came to 
see the Great Exhibition, this officer, hearing that the captain to whom 
he felt indebted was on tlie Staff at the Horse Guards, bad an interview 
there, when he reminded him of the circninstauee, of which he had re- 
tained a lively recollection, and urged an invitation to visit him at Breda. 
During this lengthened interval changes had occurred to both officers ; 
the one had been Governor-General of Java and the Dutch settlements, 
that island having been restored to Holland at the general peace, in 
1814, and the other had gained his high position on the Stiifi; by the 
eminent services he had rendered in the suppression of the insurrection 
ill Canada, 
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attempt at furtlier resistance, ‘wliich resulted in the s’liTcndcr 
of himself and his troops in September, ^yith the island of 
Java and its dependencies, to the British arms. This valuable 
island was annexed to the dominions of tlio Britisli crown, 
but was restored to Holland at the termination of the w’ar, 
by the treaty of Vienna, in 1814'^* 

This conquest is commemorated by tbe 14th., 59tli., 69th., 
7Bth., and 89th, regiments bearing the word Java on their 
colours and appointments. 

Mebal foe Jata. 

The medal which was conferred for this success was the 
same as that granted for the Peninsular victories, and was 
similarly distributed.f VThen tbe general silver medal was 
Rubsofpcntly authorized for the several services specified at 
page 15, the word Java was inscribed on one of the bars, as 
was done for the capture of Martinique and Giiadaloupe. 


SIEGE OF CIITBAD RODRIGO. 

Janeaet, 1812. 

As soon as the troops had recovered from their sickness and 
fatigue, Viscount Wellington determined on the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, which place was approached on the 8th. of January, 

* After the capture of Java the 14th regiment remained on the island 
for some time. The Sultan of Mataram, who governed a portion of 
the interior, trusting to his power, and the strength of his fortified 
palace, at Djocjocarta, meditated the expulsion of all Europeans from the 
island, and committed aggressions of which it hccaTne necessary to stop 
the progress. To efiect this, his palace was caprurc<i by stonti on the 
morning of the 20th. of June, 1812; on which occasion the 14th. had 
another occasion of distinguishing themselves. Lieutenant-Colonel Watson 
(now General Sir James Watson, and Colonel of the 14th.,) com- 

manded the main attack, and the grenadiers of the regiment headed the 
assault with their usual gallantry. 

t Extract of a letter from Lord Liverpool, Secretary of State for the War 
Department, to Lieutenant-General Sir Samuel Auchmuty “Downing 
Street, December, 1811.— As it is His Royal Highness the Prince Hegent’s 
intention to confer Medals upon the Officers employed on this service, in 
conformity to the principle which has of late been adopted with respect 
to the Campaigns in Spain and Portugal, I am to desire tliat you will 
furnish me with the names of those Officers of His Majesty's land forces, 
and those of the East India Company, who have particularly distinguished 
themselves, subject to the limitations explained in the enclosed papers. — 
I have, etc., LivEiirooL.” 

The limitations alluded to have been already shewn in this work. 


102 


MEDAIS OF THE BEITISH AEMY. 


1812. It was not, however, regularly invested, for the light 
division only crossed on that clay. The French garrison in 
the Francisco redoubt considered the affair merely as one of 
observation, and amused themselves with bownng and saluting 
the new comers. At night a party was formed from each 
regiment of the above division, under Lieutenant- Colonel 
John Colborne, of the 52nd., and the redoubt was stormed: 
the conduct of this officer, and of the detachment, was highly 
applauded in the official despatches. 

Tiscount IFellington, in the afternoon of the 14th. of 
Janiiaiy, opened fire from twenty-two pieces of ordnance in 
three batteries in the first parallel, and the Eritish estahlishcd 
themselves in the second parallel on the same night. Lien- 
tenant-General Graham facilitated this measure .by having 
surprised the enemy^s detachment in the convent of Santa 
Cruz, on the night of the 13th.; and Major-General the 
Honourable Charles Colville, in temporary command of the 
fourth division, had, on the night of the 14th,, obtained 
possession of the convent of St. Francisco, and of the other 
fortified posts of the suburb. The latter service was gallantly 
performed by Lieutenant- Colonel Hareonrt, with the 40th, 
regiment, which remained from that period in the suburb of 
St. Francisco, and materially assisted in the attack on that 
side of the place. The siege was prosecuted with such vigour, 
that, on the 19th. of the same month, two practicable breaches 
having been made in the body of the place, the Eritish 
commander resolved to carry it by storm. 

The assault was made on the evening of Sunday, the 19th. 
of January, in five separate columns. Brigadier- General Pack, 
who was destined to make a false attack upon the southern 
face of the fort, converted it into a real one, his advance 
guard, under the command of Major Lynch, having followed 
the enemy’s troops from the advanced works into the fausse- 
IrayCj where all opposed to them were made prisoners. 

Major Ilidge, of the second battalion of the 5tli. Fusiliers, 
having escaladed the fausse-lraye wall, stormed the powerful 
breach in the body of the place, together wdth the 94th. 
regiment, (Scots Brigade, since disbanded,) commanded by 
Lieutenant- Colonel Campbell. These regiments not only 
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effectually covered tlie advance from tlie trenelies of Major- 
General Mac Kinnou’s brigade, by tlieir first movements and 
operations, but preceded it in the attack. 

Major-Generals Craufurd and Tandcleur, and tbe troops of 
tlie light division on tbe left, were likewise very forward on 
that side; and in less than half an hour from the time tlie 
attack commenced, tbe British troops were in possession of, 
and formed on tbe ramparts of tbe place, each body contig- 
uous to tbe other. The enemy, having sustained a considerable 
loss in tbe contest, then submitted. 

Tbe British casualties were severe, especially in oMcers of 
high rank and estimation. Buring tbe siege, and in the 
assault, nine officers and one liundred and sixty-nine men 
were killed, seventy officers and seven hundred and forty- 
eight men wounded; in all nine hundred and ninety-six. 
Major-General Kinnon wus blown up by the accidental 
explosion of one of tbe enemy’s expense magazines, close to 
tbe breach, after having gallantly and siicccssfully led tbe 
troops under him to the attack. Major-Generals Cranford and 
Tandcleur were wounded, tbe former severely, whilst leading 
on tbe light division to tbe storm; Lieutenant-Colonel Colborno, 
of the o2nd. Light Infantry,^' wffio wus severely wounded, 
and Major (afterwards Sir George) IN'apier, who led tbe 
storming party of tbe light division, also wounded on the 
top of tbe breach, and lost an arm. Tbe garrison likewise 
sustained a severe loss, and was reduced to one thousand 
seven hundred men. 

Yiscount "Wellington specially praised tbe troops of tbe first, 

* “Lieutenant Gurwood, (afterwards the editor of tlie Wellington Dis- 
patches,) of the 52nd., who led the forlorn hope, afterwards rook the 
French Governor, General BarrM, prisoner in the citadel. Lord Wellington 
presented Lieutenant Gurwood with the sword of General Barrie on the 
breach by which Gurwood had entered,— a titting and proud compliment 
to a young soldier of fortune I 

“The young Earl of March, (the late Duke of Kichmond,) then a 
lieutenant in the 13th. Light Dragoons, and serving as aide-de-camp to 
Viscount Wellington, also entered the breach as a volunteer with the 
storming party of the 52nd, The Prince of Orange and Lord Fitz Koy 
Somerset (the late Lord Eaglan) were the companions of Lord March in 
this adventurous assault, and on the following morning, when taking 
their places at breakfast in the tent of the Commander of the Forces, 
they received a gentle reproof for adventuring into a position, which, 
being officers of the staff, they were not called upon to undertake by 
the customs of the service,”— -second Record. 
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third, fourth, and light divisions, and Brigadier-General Pack’s 
brigade, by whom the siege was carried on. , His lordship 
added:-— ^^The conduct of all parts of the third division, in the 
operations which they performed with so much gallantry and 
exactness on the evening of the lOtli., in the dark, affords 
the strongest proof of the abilities of Lieutenant-General 
Picton and Major-General Mac Kinnon, by whom they were 
directed and led; but I beg particularly to draw your 
Lordship’s attention to the conduct of Lieutenant- Colonel 
O’Toole, 2nd. Cagadores, Major Bidge, 5th. Foot, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Campbell, 94tli., Major Manners, 74th., and of Major 
Gre}^, 5tli. Foot, who has been twice wounded during this 
siege. 

^Tt is but justice also to the third division to roi)ort, 
that the men who performed the sap belonged to the 45th., 
74th., and 88th. regiments, under the command of Captain 
M'Leod, of the Eoyal Engineers, and Captain Thompson, of 
the 74th., Lieutenant Beresford, of the 88th., and Lieutenant 
Metcalfe, of the 45th.; and they distinguished themselves 
not less in the storm of the place than they had in the 
performance of their laborious duty during the siege. 

'"Although it did not fall to the lot of the troops of the 
first and fourth divisions to bring these operations to their 
successful close, they distinguished themselves throughout 
their progress, by the patience and perseverance with which 
they performed the labours of the siege. The brigade of 
Guards, under Major-General H. Campbell, was particularly 
distinguished in this respect.” 

The British commander was advanced to' the dignity of an 
Earl, with an annuity of two thousand pounds. Parliament 
voted its thanks to him and his gallant army. This success 
also gained for him, from the Spanish government, the title 
of Duke of Ciudad Eodrigo. 

Ciudad Eoduigo is now borne on the colours and appoint- 
ments of the 5th., 43rd,, 45tli., 52nd., 60th., 74th., 77th., 
83rd., 88th. regiments, and Eifle Brigade. 
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ITtli. Maech and 6th. April, 1812. 

The formidable fortress of Ciudad Bodiigo liaviiig been 
captured with such unlooked-for rapidity, astonislied tlie 
French general, ■^dio had assembled an arm^’ of sixty thousand 
men for its relief, which now again returned to its wunter 
quarters. As soon as the breaches were repaired, and the 
place put in a state of defence, the Earl of Wellington un- 
dertook, for the third time, the siege of Badajoz. The 
preparations for this service had been earned on wuth extra- 
ordinaiy secrecy, and were completed about the beginning of 
March, when the army broke up from its cantonments in the 
neighbourhood of Almeida, and, moving wuth the greatest 
rapidity, arrived before Badajoz on the ICth. of that month, 
when the place was invested by the third, fourth, and light 
divisions. An advanced post, the Piciirina, was taken by 
storm on the 25th., and on the following day two breaching 
batteries opened fire on the town. 

On the 6th. of April three breaches were considered prac- 
ticable, and orders were issued for the assault. It was 
determined to assault the castle of Badajoz by escalade. 
Accordingly the attack was made on the night of the 6th. 
of April, at ten o’clock. Major-General Kempt’s brigade^ led, 
and he was wounded in crossing the Eiver Eivillas, below 
the inundation. Notwithstanding this circumstance and the 
obstinate resistance of the enemy, the castle was carried by 
escalade, and the third division (known as the 'lighting 

* At Its bead marched the 45th. regiment, supporting the advanced 
storming party, composed of the flank companies of the division and the 
83rd. regiment. Few more desperate conflicts arc on record than that 
which took place. After repeated assaults the escalade was effected, and 
the place carried. 

Lieutenant M‘Phcrson, of the 4.5th., though wounded previous to his 
ascending the ladders in the escalade, was distingnislicd in hauling down 
the French flag from the staff on the citadel, which being brought to Major 
Greenwell, who commanded the regiment, he ordered a jacket of the 45th, 
to be substituted in its place, acting upon the well-known adage of— 
^‘exchange no robbery.” It had been a point of emulation amongst 
the different regiments during the siege, which should have the honour 
of striking the French flag, and spiking a certain gun in the castle, 
which had been particularly offensive during tlie operations; the 45th. 
had the good fortune to do both. 
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Third’’) established thereon about half-past eleven. Meanwhile 
Major "Wilson, of the 48th. reginient, carried the ravelin of 
St. Eoqne, with a detachment of two hundred men of the 
guard ill the trenches, and, with the aid of Major Squire, of 
the Engineers, he established himself within that work. 

The fourth and light divisions were not perceived by the 
enemy until they reached the covered way, and the advanced 
guards of the two divisions descended without difficulty into 
the ditch, protected b}^ the fire of the parties stationed on 
the glach for that purpose. They advanced to the assault of 
the breaches, led by their gallant officers, with the utmost 
intrepidity; but such was the nature of the obstacles xwepared 
by the garrison at the top and behind the breaches, and so 
determined the resistance, that the assailants could not es- 
tablish themselves within the place. Many brave officers and 
soldiers were killed or wounded by explosions at the top of 
the breaches, and others who succeeded to them were com- 
pelled to give way. Eepeated attempts were made till after 
twelve at night, when the Earl of Wellington, seeing that 
success was not to be attained, and that Lieutenant-General 
Picton was established in the castle, the fourth and light 
divisions were ordered to retire to the ground on which they 
had first assembled for the attack. 

Major-General Leith in the meantime had pushed forward 
Major-General Walker’s brigade on the left, supported by the 
38th., under Lieutenant- Colonel ll^ugent, and the 15th. Portu- 
guese regiment, under "Lieutenant- Colonel Po Eego; and he 
had made a false attack upon the Pardaleras, with the 8th. 
Ca< 5 adorcs, under Major Hill. Major-General Walker forced 
the barrier on the road of Olivenga, and entered the covered 
way on the left of the bastion of St. Ticente, close to the 
Guadiana, There he descended into the ditch, and escaladed 
the face of that bastion. 

This proceeding was supported by Lieutenant-General Leith, 
with the 38th., and the 15th. Portuguese regiment; and the 
British troops being thus established in the castle, which com- 
manded all the works of and in the town; and the fourth 
and light divisions being formed again for the attack of 
the breaches, all resistance ceased. At daylight in the mom- 
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ing of the 7th.. of April, the- OoTernor, General Fliilippon, 
who had retired to Fort St. Christoral, siirreBdered, together 
with the whole garrison, w^hich consisted of fire thousand 
men at the commencement of the siege, of whom one thousand 
two hundred were killed or wounded during the operations, 
besides those lost in opposing the assault. About three 
thousand five hundred prisoners were captured, being all that 
survived of the gallant garrison. 

The regiments now in the service which bear Fadajoz on 
their colours and appointments are the 4th,, otli., 7th,, 2Srd., 
27th,, 30th., 38th., 40th., 43rd., 44th., 4dtli., 48th., 52nd., 
doth., 74th., 77th., 83rd., 88th., and Eific Brigade. 

This success cost the British and Portuguese the following 
heavy casualties: — Seventy-two officers, fifty-one sergeants, two 
drummers, and nine hundred and ten rank and file killed; 
three hundred and six officers, two hundred and sixteen ser- 
geants, seventeen drummers, and three thousand two hundred 
and forty-eight rank and file wounded. i!^o wonder that the 
Iron Duke wept, when he saw that the glory of the capture 
W'as purchased at such a piice. 


BATTLE OF SALAMxiKCA. 

22xi>. July, 1812. 

Ox the 17th. of June, the forts at Salamanca were invested 
by the sixth division, and operations commenced by the light 
companies thereof, under Colonel Samuel Yenables Hinde, of 
the 32ttd. regiment. The remainder of the army was formed 
in order of battle on the heights of San Christoval, in front 
of Salamanca, from the 20th. to the 28th. of June, to meet 
Marshal Marmont, who advanced with forty thousand men 
to relieve the forts. They were attacked without success on 
the 23rd., and carried on the 27tli. of June, by a party under 
the command of Lieutenant- Colonel Davies, of the 3Gth. regi- 
ment. Several skirmishes and changes of position occurred. 
The Earl of 'Wellington advanced in pursuit of the French 
Marshal, who, having received reinforcements, crossed the 
Douro, and the allies retired, skilfuEy manoeuvring and taking 
up different positions in presence of the enemy, untE the 
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,vl,» tl.yre»toi the greuri they had t.n.erly .ee«- 

srirs si;: slsss b» 

toles I« Uii* attempt the eherny sueoeeded, his detoehment 
t L Strongest- by which success the French position was 
SS rSed! and they had in theta pe„, ihcieased 
means of annoying that of their opponents. 

The light troops of the seventh division, and the 4th. (yaQa_ 
dores belonging to Majoi-General Pack’s brigade, weij «igag 

tTnghou't the day.’ The improved posUion of ^ 

rendered it necessary for the Earl of Wellington to extend the 
Sht f his army n potenee to the heights behind the vill ge 
of IrapS and'to occupy it with Hght infantry; here he 
fourth division, under the command of Lieutenant-General 
TTnnnnrable Lowrv Colc, was placed. 

A variety of evolutions and movements having been made 
by the Erench Marshal, he proceeded to caiij out his p an 
about two o’clock in the afternoon; and under cover of a 
very heavy cannonade, which did hut httle injury, o . 
tenld his left, and moved forward his army, ^parenEj 
with an intention to embrace, by the position of his tioc^ps, 
and by his fire, the British post on that of the two Arapiks, 
and thence to attack and break the line; or at all events to 
render difficult any movements to the right. This extension 
of the Erench lino to their left, and its advance upon the 
allied right, gave the British commander an ^ 

attacking him, for which he had long been anxious Ihe 
attack of the third division.” says Lord Londonderry, in 
his “Story of the Pcninsnlar War,” “was not only the most 
spirited, hut the most perfect thing of the kind 
times have witnessed. Regardless alike of a charge o y 

and of the murderous fire which the enemy’s batteries opened 
on went these fearless warriors, horse and foot, without chec - 
or pause, unth they won the ridge, and then the infantry 
giving their voUey, and the cavalry falling on, sword in hand. 
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BATTLE OF SAIiAMAKCA. 

the Erencli were pierced, broken, and discomfited. So close 
indeed was tlie struggle, that in seTcral instances the British 
colours wore seen waving oyer the heads of the enemy’s 
battalions/' 

The British General, in his despatch, observed that ‘^Major- 
General the Honourable Edward Pakenhani'^^ formed the third 
division across the enemy’s fiank, and overthrew everything 
opposed to him. These troops were supported in the most 
gallant style b^r the Portuguese cavalry, under Brigadier- 
General D’ Urban, and Lieutenant- Colonel Hervey’s squadrons 
of the 14th., who successfully defended every attempt made 
by the enemy on the flank of the third division.” 

In front the French were attacked by Brigadier- General 
Bradford’s brigade, the fourth and fifth divisions, and the cavalry 
under Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart., and were 
driven from one height to another. The cavaliy made a most 
successful charge against a body of French infantry, wdiich they 
overthrew, and cut to pieces. In this charge Major-General 
Le Marchant was killed. The sixth division, under Major- 
General Clinton, was ordered up at a critical period to relieve 
the fourth division, which had been heavily pressed, and the 
battle was soon restored to its former success. 

The enemy’s right, reinforced by the troops which had fled 
from his left, and by those which had by this time retired 
from the Arapiles, still continued to resist; and while other 
corps were directed to turn the right, the sixth division,! 

* On the enemy’s commencing? to give way, a French officer i>iched iip 
a firelock, tlirown down hy one of his men, and levelled it at Major- 
General tlie Hoiiourable Edward Pakenham; the piece missed fire, wdieii 
the intrepid officer snatched up another, and presented it, on which Cor- 
poral Patrick Cavanagh, of the 45th., advanced out of the ranks, shot the 
officer, and saved the general ; hut both parties were now so near, that 
in the act of firing the Corporal was himself shot. 

j* The lull, and (list, regiments specially disfinguished themselves on 
this occasion; evening was fast approaching, and the legions of Napoleon 
were retreating in much disorder, when the French division, commanded 
by General Mauciine, made a determined stand to cover the retreat of the 
broken battalions; then ensued a desperate musketry action in the dark. 
The difficulty of the ascent gave the enemy’s division, formed on tlic 
summit, a decided advantage; but at length Alaucune’s battalions w(Te 
forced from the height. Of Major-General Hulse’s brigade, (the llth., 
5;drd., and 01st.,) only nine officers and three hundred men remained, which 
were formed on the following day into one battalion. A round shot 
(probably fired at the colours of the llth.,) took the heads off the two 
sergeants, posted between the colours, and of a black maa who beat the 
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supported hj fclic third and fifths attacked the It was 

dark before this point was carried by the sixth division, and 
the enemy then fled through the woods to waifls the Tormes. 
The pursuit was made by the first and light divisions, and 
Major-General William Anson’s brigade of the fourth diyision, 
and some squadrons of cavalry, under Lieutenant-General Sir 
Stapleton Cotton, Bart.; but the darkness of the night enabled 
many of the enemy to escape, and was unfortunately the cause 
of Sir Stapleton being wounded by one of the allied sentries. 
The same troops renewed the pursuit at break of day the 
next morning, with Major-Generals Bock’s and Anson’s bing- 
ades of cavalry, which had joined during the night. On 
coming up with the enemy’s rear-guard of cavalry and in- 
fantry near La Serna, they were at once attacked by the 
two brigades of dragoons; the Prench cavalry fled, leaving the 
infantry to their fate. The gallant charge made on the infantry 
by the heavy brigade of the King’s German Legion, under 
Major-General Bock, which was completely successful, was 
highly commended; the whole body of infantry, consisting of 
three battalions of the Prench first division, were made 
prisoners on this occasion. 

Eleven pieces of cannon, several ammunition waggons, two 
eagles, and six colours were captured; one general, three 
colonels, three lieutenant-colonels, one hundred and thirty 
officers, and about seven thousand soldiers were taken prisoners. 
Marshal Marmont was badly wounded, and lost an arm; four 
general officers were killed, and several wounded. 

Tlie British had twenty- eight officers and three hundred and 
sixty men killed; one hundred and seventy-eight officers and 
two thousand five hundred and thirty-six men wounded; the 
Portuguese had thirteen officers and two hundred and ninety- 
one men killed; and seventy-four officers and one thousand 
four hundred and seventy-eight men wounded; the Spanish 
losses %vere limited to two men killed and six wounded. 

cymbals in tlie band, and who was in rear of them, without injuring 
either of the officers carrying the colours; one of tliem (Ensign Scott) 
was aftemards killed. So fast did the men fall, that it appeared as if 
not one would be left; it was remarked with what steadiness the men 
closed, without orders, to the centre as vacancies continually took place; 
the supenmmeraries were soon disposed of. 
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In all four tlioiisanci nine liimdred and sixty-four killed and 
wounded. Major-General Le Marckant was killed; rield-Mar- 
slial Sir W. C. Beresford, Iv.B., Lieutenant-Generals Sir Stapleton 
Cotton^ Leith, and the Honourable George Lowry Cole, and 
Major-General Yictor Alten were amongst the wounded. The 
French loss was still more considerable. 

This victory was followed by the surrender of Madrid to 
the allies, who entered that city on the 12th. of August, and 
were joyfully received by the inhabitants. The title of Mar- 
quis was conferred on the Earl of Wellington. 

Salamaxca is emblazoned on the colours and appointments 
of the following regiments: — 5th. Dragoon Guards, 3rd., 4th., 
11th, 14th., and 16ih. Light Dragoons; 1st, 2nd., 5tli., 
7th., 9th., 11th., 23rd., 24th., 27th., 30th., 82nd., 36th., 38th., 
40th., 43rd., 44th., 45th., 48th., 51st., 52nd., 53rd., 58th., 60th., 
61st, 68th., 74th., 79th., 83rd,, and 88th. Foot, and Hiflc 
Brigade. 

CAPTURE OF FORT DETROIT. 

August, 1812. 

The negotiations between the British government and the 
United States of America, w'hich had several times been broken 
off and renew^ed, ultimately terminated on the 18th. of June, 
1812, by the latter declaring wmr. Their first design was the 
conquest of Canada, and early in July the American commander, 
Brigadier-General Hull, invaded that country, by crossing the 
Detroit River on the 12th. of that month, witli twm thousand 
three hundred men, consisting of regular cavalij and infantry, 
and militia, bringing with him several field-pieces; having 
driven in the militia towards Amherstsburg, he advanced to 
Sandwich, and afterwards approached tlio former place w'ith a 
part of his army to the River Canard, about five miles from 
the fort, where he was foiled in three attempts to cross that 
river, which cost him a considerable loss. The garrison of 
Amherstsburg at that time consisted of a subaltern’s detach- 
ment of the royal artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Trough ton, 
a detachment of three hundred men of the 41st. regiment, 
under Captain Muir, and about the same number of militia, 
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the whole commanded hy Lieutenant-Colonel Saint George, the 
district inspecting field officer of militia. Some skirmishes oc- 
curred between the troops under the latter officer, and the 
enemy upon the Eiver Canard, which uniformly terminated in 
his being repulsed with loss. Major-General Isaac Brock de- 
tached a force down the Biver Thames, capable of acting in 
conjunction with the garrison of Amherstshurg offensively, but 
Captain Chambers, who had been appointed to direct this de- 
tachment, experienced difficulties that frustrated the design; 
whereupon Colonel Proctor was ordered to assume the com- 
mand, and his force was soon after increased with sixty men 
of the 41st. regiment. Meanwhile the most strenuous exertions 
were made; and voluntary offers of service were received from 
that portion of the embodied militia the most easily collected. 
The Attorney- General, John M^Donell, Esq., acted as provincial 
aide-de-camp to Major-General Brock, and other gentlemen of 
the first character and infiuence evinced similar devotion. 

A sufficiency of boats being collected at Long Point for the 
conveyance of three hundred men, the embarkation took place 
on the 8th. of August, and in five days the troops arrived at 
Amherstshurg. The judicious arrangement which had been 
adopted immediately upon the arrival of Colonel Proctor, of the 
4 1st., compelled the Americans to retreat and take shelter under 
the gnns of the fort; that officer commenced operations by 
sending strong detachments across the river, with a view of 
cutting off the enemy’s commimication with his reserve. This 
produced two smart skirmishes bn the 5th. and 9th. of August, 
ill both of which the Americans suffered considerable loss; the 
British had only three killed and thirteen wounded, amongst 
the latter were Captain Muir and Lieutenant Sutherland, of 
the 41st. regiment. Batteries had likewivse been commenced 
opposite Port Detroit, for one eighteen-pounder, two twelve, 
and two five and a half-inch mortars, all of which were opened 
on the evening of the 15th. of August, Brigadier- General Hull 
having been previously summoned to surrender, and though 
opposed by a well-directed fire from seven twenty-four-pounders, 
such was their construction, under the able directions of Cap- 
tain Dixon, of the royal engineers, that no injury was sustained 
therefrom. 


BATTLE OF YITTOETA. 


113 


Major-General Brock liaYing collected tlie force at kis disposal 
during tlie loth, of August in the neighbourhood of Sandwich, 
the embarkation commenced a little after daylight on the iol- 
lowing morning, and by the able arrangements of Lieutenant 
Dewar, of the quartermaster-generars department, the whole 
landed at Springwell, about three miles west of Detroit. The 
Indians, w'ho had in the meantime effected a landing tw’o miles 
below, moved forward and occupied the woods, about a mile 
and a half on the British left. The force which was instantly 
directed to march against the enemy, consisted of thirty royal 
artillery, two hundred and fifty of the 41st. regiment, fifty 
Eoyal N'ewTonndland regiment, four hundred militia, and about 
six hundred Indians, to which were attached three six-pounders, 
and two three -pounders. The troops afterwards advanced to 
within one mile of the fort, when an assault was determined 
upon. Brigadier- General Hull, however, prevented this move- 
ment, by proposing a cessation of hostilities, for the purpose 
of preparing terms of capitulation. The American troops that 
surrendered consisted of two thousand five hundred men, and 
were divided into two troops of cavaliyq one company of ar- 
tillery regulars,- the 4th. United States regiment; detachments 
of the 1st. and 3rd. United States regiment, Tolunteers; three 
regiments of the Ohio militia; and one regiment of the Michigan 
territory. Thirty- three pieces of brass and iron ordnance had 
already been secured. This capitulation was concluded at 
Detroit on the 16th. of August, 1812, and the 41st. foot bears 
the name of the fort on the regimental colour. The medal 
granted for this service was similar to that authorized for the 
Peninsula; and on the war-medal being issued a clasp was 
added commemorative of the foregoing events. 


BATTLE OE TITTOEIA. 

2isT. JnxE, 1813. 

Ox the night of the 19th- of June, 1813, the French troops, 
commanded by Joseph Buonaparte, having Marshal Jourdanas 
the Major-General of the army, took up a position in front of 
Vittoria, the left resting upon the heights which end at La Puebla 
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de ArgaiiEon, and extending thence across the Talley of the 
Zadorra, in front of the Tillage of ArineE. The Marquis of 
Wellington reconnoitred the enemy’s position on the 20tli.j with 
the design of giving him battle on the following morningv if 
should still remain in it, and accordingly on the 21st. of June 
ordered an attack to be made on three separate points — Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Howland Hill, with the second division, 
was to assail the Trench left at La Puebla; while Lieutenant- 
General Sir Thomas Graham, with the first and fifth divisions, 
was to make a wide detour to the left, and crossing the Za- 
dorra at Yittoria, to attack their right, and cut off their retreat 
by the great road to Bayonne. The centre, consisting of the 
fourth and light divisions, (under Lord Wellington himself,) 
on the right, and the third and seventh, (under Lieutenant- 
General Lord Halhousie,) on the left, was to pass the bridges 
in front, and attack as soon as the movements on the flanks 
should he executed. The troops moved from the camp on the 
Bayas at clay-break; and the operations of the day commenced 
by Lieutenant-General Sir Howland Hill obtaining possession 
of the heights of La Puebla. The enemy soon discovered the 
importance of these heights, and reinforced their troops to such 
an extent, that the Lieutenant-General was obliged to detach 
first the 71st. regiment and the light infantry battalion of 
Major-General Walker’s brigade, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel the Honourable Henry Cadogan, and successively 
other troops to the same point. The allies not only gained, 
but maintained possession of these important heights throughout 
their operations, notwithstanding the strenuous efforts made by 
the enemy to re- take them. Lieutenant-Colonel Cadogan was 
here mortally wounded. The contest was thus at first chiefly 
on the extreme right and left, because, on account of the 
rugged nature of the ridges they had to pass, the left centre 
column, (third and seventh divisions,) did not reach the Zadorra 
until nearly one o’clock; the foui'th and light divisions crossed 
the Zadorra immediately after Sir Howland Hill had obtained 
possession of Snbijana de Alava, the former at the bridge of 
Hanolares, and the latter at the bridge of Tres Puentes. The 
right brigade of the third division^ followed by the seventh 
division, under the Earl of Halhousie, then crossed the bridge 
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of Mendoza^ tlie other brigades of the tliird division fording 
higher np the river. 

The seventh division and the' centre brigade of the third 
division attacked the French right centre, in front of the 
villages of Margarita and Hermandad, and the Marquis of 
Wellington, seeing the hill in front of the ^ullage of Arinez 
weakly occupied by the enemy, ordered the right brigade of 
the third division, under Lieutenant-General Pic ton, in close 
columns of battalions at a run diagonally across the front of 
both armies to that central point. The hill was carried im- 
mediate! 3 % and the French withdrew under cover of a cannonade 
from fifty pieces of artillei'y and a crowd of skirmishers, to the 
second range of heights, on which their reserve had been 
posted; they, however, still held Arinez on the great road 
leading to Yittoria. The brigade then advanced to the attack 
of the village of Arinez; the three right companies of the 
74th., under Captain McQueen, with the companies of the 
60th., immediately dashed forward and charged tbrough it, 
drove out the enem}^ and captured three guns; these com- 
panies were then halted under cover of some houses until the 
remainder of the regiment and brigade should come up, as 
the French were again advancing upon the post with increased 
numbers, keeping up a terrific fire of artillery and musketry. 
Finally they were driven back in confusion at the point of 
the bayonet. 

Py the capture of the village the great road was gained, 
and the French extreme left was turned, while they were 
hard pressed by Sir Eowland Hill’s attack on their front. 
Tlie}^ retreated on Yittoria, and the British continued the 
advance in admirable order, notwithstanding the difficulty of 
the ground. For six miles the action became a running fight 
and cannonade. When within a mile of Yittoria, the enem}’’ 
made a stand, and the third division, being the foremost, 
bore the brunt of a heavy fire, until a hill on the French 
left was carried b}^ the fourth division, which caused them 
to abandon the position. 

Meanwhile Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Graham, with 
his divisions, had attacked the French right. The village of 
Gamarra Mayor was most gallantly stormed and carried by 
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Brigadier-General Eobinsoii’s brigade of the fifth division, wliicli 
advanced in colnnins of battalions under a very heavy hro of 
artillery and musketry, without firing a shot, assisted by two 
guns of Major Lawson's brigade of artillery. The French suf- 
fered severely, and three pieces of cannon were captured. Sir 
Thomas then proceeded to attack the village of Abechiico Avith 
the first division. These two villages -were strongly occupied lyy 
the enemy as tMes-de-^ont to the bridges over the Zadorra at 
these places. During the operations at Abechuco, which was 
carried, the light battalion having charged and taken three 
guns and a howitzer on the bridge, the greatest efforts were 
made to recover Gamarra Mayor, which were gallantly repulsed 
by the troops of the fifth division, under Major-General Oswald. 
Two divisions of the French were in reserve on the heights 
upon the left of the Zadorra, and it was not possible to cross 
by the bridges until the troops, which had moved upon the 
centre and left, had driven them through Yittoria. The -whole 
then co-operated in the pursuit, which was continued by all 
till after dark. 

The movement of the troops under Sir Thomas Graham, and 
their possession of Gamarra and Abechucho, intercepted tlie 
enemy's retreat by the high road to France. They were then 
obliged to turn to the road towards Pampeluna, but were 
unable to hold any position for a sufficient length of time to 
allow the baggage and artillery to be drawn off. The whole, 
therefore, of the latter which had not already been captured 
by the troops, in their attack of the successive positions taken 
up by the French in their retreat from their first position on 
Arinez, and on the Zadorra, together with all their ammunition 
and baggage, fell into the hands of tlie British close to Yittoria. 
Only one gun and howitzer were carried off by the enemy. 

Count Gazan, the Chief of the Ikencli Staff, in his report, 
shewed the state of destitution to which the officers were re- 
duced. — ^^To such an extent are they stripped, that no one can 
account for what he has, or what is due to him. Several of 
the generals and officers have nothing in the world but the 
coats on their hacks, and most of them are barefooted." The 
French occupation of the Peninsula was virtually settled by 
this day’s success. 
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Altliough the natnre of the gronnd did not admit of the 
cavalry regiments being generally engaged, they were kept 
close to the infantry to support them, and were most active 
in the pursuit. The court equipage of Xing Joseph was taken, 
and his carriage being seized, he had barely time to escape 
on horseback. The defeat was the most complete that had 
been experienced in Spain.'^ 

Marshal Jourdan’s baton was taken, and the Prince Eegent, 
in the name and on behalf of His Majesty, appointed the 
Marquis of ’Wellington a Field- Marshal. In a most flattering 
letter, the Prince Begent thus conferred the honour; — '‘You 
have sent me among the trophies of your unrivalled fame, the 
staff of a French Marshal, and I send 3 'ou in return that of 
England.” This baton was taken by the 87tli., under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel (now Yiscount) Gough. The colours of the 
fourth battalion of the lOOth. regiment were also among the 
trophies.f 

Both armies wmre nearly equal in numbers, consisting of 
about seventy thousand men each. The French loss was stated 
by themselves at six thousand, and the casualties of the allies 
amounted to thirty-three officers, nineteen sergeants, five drum- 


^ “After clearing various obstacles in tlieir front, the 13th. approached 
Vittoria, when the royal carriages were perceived, and Major-General Long 
instantly ordered a squadron, commanded by Captain Doherty, to pursue 
them; this was promptly executed, and the whole were captured after a 
sharp skirmish, in which Private Michael Sullivan distinguished himself, 
cutting down a French officer, and capturing his horse. In the mcautimo 
the remainder of the regiment had formed in front of a compact body of 
the enemy, whom they vigorously charged and routed. Captain Doherty 
observing" this movement, left the royal carriagCvS in charge of Sergeant 
Seriven and twelve men, and joined the regiment, with which he continued 
in close ijursuit of the enemy during the remainder of the day. Sergeaiit 
Seriven reported his having given up the royal carriages to an officer with 
a party of infantry, who said he had orders to take charge of them, but 
he omitted taking a receipt, or demanding the officer's name .” — Historical 
Record of the IZth. Light JOragoons^ 

•f “I send this despatch by my aide-de-camp. Captain Fremantle, whom 
I beg leave to recommend to your lordship’s protection; he will have the 
honour of layi^^S feet of His Eoyai Highness the Prince Kegeiit the 

colours of the fourth battalion of the 100th. ftl'grment, and Marshal Jour- 
dan’s baton of a Marshal of France, taken by the 87th. regiment.'’ — 3Iarquis 
of Wellington's despatch. 

Southey thus describes the baton “It was rather more than a foot long, 
and covered with blue velvet, on which the imperial eagles were embroi- 
dered ; and it had been tipped with gold, but the first finder had secured 
the gold for himself. The case W'as of red morocco, with silver clasps, 
and with eagles on it, and at either end the Marshal’s name imprinted in 
gold letters.” 
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merSj and six imiidred and eighty- three rank and file killed; 
two hundred and thirty officers, one hundred and hfly-eight 
sergeants, fourteen drummers, and three thousand seven hundrod 
and sixty-eight rank and file wounded. 

Yittobia is emblazoned on the colours and appointments of 
the following regiments: — 3rd. and 5th. Dragoon Guards; 3rd., 
4th., 14th., 15th., and 16th. Light Dragoons; 1st., 2nd., 4th., 
5th., 6th., 7th., 9tli., 20th., 23rcl., 24th., 27tli., 28th., 31st., 
34th., 38th., 39th., 40th., 43rd., 45th., 47th., 48tli., 50th., 
51st, 52nd., 53rd., 57tli., 58th., 59th., 60th., 66th., 68tli., 
71st, 74th., 82nd., 83rd., 87th., 88th., 92nd., and Bifie 
Brigade. 

ACTIONS OD THE PYBENEES. 

28th. July to 2nd. August, 1813. 

Aftee the decisive battle of Yittoria, the British commander 
blockaded tbe fortress of Pampeluna, besieged St. Sebastian, 
and took up a position with tbe covering army in tbe 
Pyrenees. On tbe 17tb. of July tbe blockade of Pampeluna 
was entrusted to tbe Spaniards. The whole frontier of the 
Pyrenees, from tbe pass of Boncesvalles to tbe month of tbo 
Bidassoa river, was now occupied by tbe second, seventh, and 
light divisions, with some Portuguese brigades in tbe front 
line; and by the third, fourth, and sixth divisions as supports, 
covering tbe blockade of Pampeluna, and tbe siege of St, 
Sebastian, then going on under Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas 
Graham. Thus tbe British army, after years of toil and 
conflict, endured to procure liberty for tbe oppressed inhabi- 
tants of tbe Peninsula, bad forced the intrusive monarch of 
Spain from bis throne, and stood triumphant on tbe lofty 
pinnacles of tbe Pyrenees; but another mighty struggle was 
at band, in which tbe innate valour and hardihood of Britisli 
soldiers were about to be tested, and tbe French army, having 
been re-organized by Marshal Soult, was pushed boldly for- 
ward to drive them from tbe mountains. 

Marshal Sonlt having arrived at Bayonne on tbe 13th. of 
July, to command, as ‘'Lieutenant of tbe Emperor,^’ the 
united French army of Spain, on the 25tb. of that month 
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attacked witli abont forty tliousaud men Major-General Byng's 
post at lioneesvalles. Lieutenant- General the Honourable Sir 
Lowry Cole moved up to his support with the fourth division, 
and tliese officers were enabled to maintain their post tlirougliout 
the day; but the enemy having turned it in the afternoon, Sir 
Lowry deemed it advisable to withdraw during tlie night, and 
marched to the neighbourhood of Zubiri. A detachment of 
the 20th. evinced signal gallantry in its attacks on the liead 
of a French column, but was forced back b}' superior numbers. 
The Marquis of liYellington stated in his despatch, that “in 
the actions which took place on this day, the 20th. regiment 
distinguished themselves.’’ 

Lieutenant-General Sir Eowland Hill’s position in tlie Puerto 
de Maya, at the head of the valley of Bastan, was also 
attacked by twm divisions of the centre of the French army 
in the afternoon of the same day. The brunt of the action 
fell upon Major-Generals Pringle’s and Malker’s brigades in 
the second division, under the command of Lieutenant-General 
the Honourable William Stewart. These troops were at first 
compelled to give way, hut having been supported by Major- 
General Barnes’s brigade of the seventh division, they regained 
that part of their post, which was the key of the whole, 
and would have enabled them to re-assume it, had circum- 
stances permitted Sir Pvowland Hill, having been apprised 

of the necessity that Sir Lowry Cole should retire, considered 
it advisable to withdraw his troops also to Irnrita, and the 

* In tills desperate combat in the Pass of Maya, the 6th,, S4th., 50th., 
71st., 82nd., and 92nd. regiments had opportunities of distinguishing 
themselves. The latter having been hotly engaged for ten successive 
hours, and in want of ammunition, was ordered by Lieutenant-General 
the Honourable William Stewart not to charge, and the gallant 
Highlanders, for the first time, disregarded orders, not only charging, hut 
leading the charge. Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, of the 92nd , who 
commanded the first brigade, was permitted by his Sovereign to bear on 
his shield the word Maya in commemoration of this action. The 92n(L 
had tliirty-four men killed and two hundred and sixty-eiglit men wounded; 
one officer was killed, and eighteen officers were wounded, one of whom 
died of wounds. Sir William Napier, in his history of the Peninsular 
War, has remarked that “so dreadfiil was the slaughter, especially of 
the 92nd., tliat it is said the advancing enemy was actually stopped by 
the heaped mass of dead and dying. The stern valour of the 92nd, 
principally composed of Irishmen, would have graced Therraopylm.” 

Sir Archibald Alison has shewn in his “History of Europe” that the 
latter statement is inaccurate, and has inserted some returns, in proof of 
his assertion. These documents are taken from the Prize List, Yittoria, 
and the Inspection Report of the 15th. of. October, 1813; hut tlie sub- 
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oneniy did not advance on the following day beyond the Puerto 
de Maya. 

During the seven hours these brave troops were engaged but 
little advantage was acquired by the Drench, notwithstanding 
the numerical superiority of the latter. All the regiments 
charged with the bayonet, and the conduct of the 82iid., 
which moved up with the brigade under Major-General Barnes, 
was particularly reported. Lieutenant-General the Honourable 
William Stewart was slightly wounded. 

These events were not known to the Marquis of "Wellington 
until late in the night of the 25th. and 26th,, whereupon 
his lordship adopted immediate measures to concentrate the 
army to the right, at the same time making provision for 
the siege of St. Sebastian, and for the blockade of Pampeluna. 

The hill on tlie right of the fourth division, which was 
occupied on the 27th, of July by one battalion of the 4th. 
Portuguese regiment, and by the Spanish regiment of Pravia, 
was attacked; but these troops defended their ground and 
drove back the enemy. This height being important to the 
British position, the 40th. was ordered to reinforce it, and 
this corps, with the Spanish regiments of El Principe and 
Pravia, succeeded in holding it, despite the repeated efforts 
made during the 27th. and 28th. by the enemy to obtain 
possession. On the morning of the 28th. the sixth division 
joined, and it was ordered to form across the valley in rear 
of the fourth. Scarcely had they taken their position when 
they were attacked by a very large force; their front was 
however so well defended by the fire of their own light 
troops from the heights on their left, and by that from the 
heights occupied by the fourth division and Brigadier- General 
Campbell’s Portuguese brigade, that the foe was soon driven 
back with immense slaughter. 

To extricate their troops from the difficulty in which they 

joined statement extracted from the Return of the first haltalion of the 
y>2nd. regiment, for the 25th. of July, the date of the action^ is stronger 
corroboration of the countries of the men composing this battalion 
Officers. Sergeants. Drummer?. Corporals. Frivates. Total. 

... 1 8 ■ 8‘A 

... 42 58 13 44 810 907 

... 7 13 64 75 


English. 
Scotch . 
Irish .. 
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were pkcod^ tlie enemj attacked tlie , heiglit on 'irliicli the 
left of the fourth division stood, which was occupied by the 
Till. Ca^adoros, and succeeded in obtaimiig a momentary pos* 
session. They were again attacked by this regiment, sii}5ported 
by Major-General Hoss, at the head of his brigade of the 
fourth division, and were driven down with great loss. 

!Xow the battle became general along the wdiole front of 
the heights occupied by the fourth division, and in every 
part was in favour of the allies, excepting where one battalion 
of the loth. Portuguese regiment of Major-General CampbclFs 
brigade was posted. This battalion having been overpowered, 
and compelled to give way immediately on the right of 
Major-General Eoss’s brigade, the Pheneh established themselves 
on the British line, and that general w’as obliged to ^withdraw 
from his post. 

The 27tli. and 48th. regiments were then ordered to charge, 
first that body which had established a footing on the height, 
and next the portion on the left. Both attacks succeeded, 
and the enemy was forced down with immense loss; and the 
sixth division having moved forward at the same time to a 
situation in the valley of the Lanz, nearer to the left of the 
fourth, the attack upon that front entirtdy ceased, and was 
continued but faint!}" on other points of the line. 

During this hard-fought action the following regiments were 
specially noticed by the Marquis of Wellington, who ob- 
served in his despatch: — * ‘In the course of this contest the 
gallant fourth division, wdiich has so frequently been distin- 
guished in this army, surpassed their former good conduct. 
Every regiment charged with the bayonet, — the lOtli., 7th., 
20th., and 23rd., four different times. Their officei’S set 
them the example; and Major-General Boss had two horses 
killed under him. The Portuguese troops likewise behaved 
admirably, and I had every reason to be satisfied with the 
conduct of the Spanish regiments, El Principe and Pravia.” 

As soon as it was ascertained that Lieutenant-Generals Sir 
Thomas Pictoii and Sir Lowry Cole had moved from Eubiri, 
that post not being considered tenable for the time during 
which it would have been necessary to wait tlierein, Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Howland Hill received orders to mai’cli 
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bv Lanz npou Lizaso, Lieutenant-GeBeral to 

‘°<S“o»La Hill Iia. foltoea by Ibe on.my’s 6«« tot 

,„rbi b. bit tat, »a which “ly 

fnm tbe left of to allies by an attack on bis coips. il T 

;.i.ta«i wifl. «= “a 

;;f:;iirCL”fyto — .. - BHcitb 

left of to tat, opp.»» to to tilth aod 

th.. ooo»»tios tar rifht id 1*“, ^ ' 

detaelied for tbe attack of Sir Rowland Rill P • 

Wellington bad resolved, however, to attack tins p _ 

Tbe Earl of Dalbousie was ordered to possess bimsel 
Ip of to mountain in bis front, thus turning to enemy 
Sbt and Lieutenant-General Sir Tbomas Picton was to 
oris to beigbts, so as to turn bis left by tbe road to 
Roncestoles. As soon ae to effect of these 
the flanks should become apparent, to fiont o ^ 

^as to be attacked. Major-General the Honourable Edward 
Pakenbam, who had been sent to take the comma^nd of the 
Ltb division on Major-Geneml Pack being wounded, turned 
tbe village of Sorauren as soon as to Earl of “ 

driven tbe foe from the mountain, by winch that flank was 
defended. The sixth division, and Major-Genera yng s 

brigade, which had relieved the fourth division on to left 

of the position on the road to Ostm, at once attacked, and 

succeeded in carrying that village. _ 

The front of the main position was likewise attacked j 

Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry Cole, with the 
supported by the 11th. Portuguese regiment, to ^Oth., ^aiid 
the battalion under Colonel Bingham, conskting of the 2nd. 
and 53rd. regiments. These combined operations compelled t ic 
enemy to abandon a position pronounced by to Britto com- 
mander to have been one of the strongest and most difficult of 
access that he had ever seen occupied by troops. In the 
retreat therefrom the Ereneh lost a great number of prisoners. 
Durins the course of these operations, and as their success 
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■was obscTwecl, 'troops, were detached ' to ■ the sii'pport of Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Rowland Hill, : before wdioin, the enemy 
appeared in his front late in the morning, and ccmimeneecl at 
once an extended maiKEiiTre upon his left flank, wdiieh obliged 
liini to wdtlKlni'W from the height wdiich he oceiipic?d behind 
,the Lizaso to the . next I'ange; there, howwer, he maintained 
himself, and that general specially praised the 28th., S4tli., 
and Both, reginients. 

At sunset tlie Marquis of Lfellington having continued the 
pursuit of the enemy, after Ms retreat to Olagiie, found him- 
self immediately in the rear of their attack upon Sir Rowland 
Hill, from whose front they withdrew in the night, and on 
the 81st. of July took up a strong position, with two divisions, 
to cover their rear in the pass of Donna Maria. This pass 
was attacked and carried by Sir Rowland Hill and the Earl 
of Dalliousie, notwithstanding a vigorous opposition, and the 
strength of the position.'^ On this occasion Lieutenant-General 
the Honourable William Stewart was wounded. A very thick 
fog prevented that advantage being taken of the situation of 
the enemy, wdiich otherwise might have been effected. 

Meanw'hiie the Marquis of Wellington moved with Major- 
General Ejmg^s brigade and the fourth division, nnder Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Lowry Cole, by the Pass of Yelate upon 
Irurita, in order to turn the French position on Donna Maria. 

* “On our arrival at the foot of the pass, we found the enemy ascending 
the hiil in great haste, and closely pressed by the sevenili division, moving 
by a road parallel and to the right of that which my column was on. 
The rear of tiie enemy’s column having begun to ascend the hills before 
our arrival, it was imhossible to cut off any part of it. It was, however, 
considerably annoyed on its march by one ninc-ponnder and a iiowitzer. 
J immediately ordered the second division, under Ijeutenant-Geiicnd 
Stewart, to ascend the hill by the road we were on, whilst the Earl of 
Dalhoiisie’s column ascended by one more to the riglit. The enemy took 
up a strong position at the top of the pass, with a cloud of skirmishers 
/in the 'front. " 

“The attack on our side w-as led by Lieutenant-General Stewart, with 
Major-General Walker’s brigade, under Lieutctiant-Colonel Firxgerald, of 
the 60th., who forced back tiie enemy’s skirmishers to the summit of the 
hili; but coming upon their main body, found them so numerous and so 
strongly posted, that Lieutenant-General Stewart was induced to withdraw 
them until the seventh division should be in closer co-operation with iiira. 
About this time the Lieutenant-General was wounded, and the command 
of the division devolved upon Major-General Pringle, who, with his o%vu 
brigade, commanded by Colonel O’ Callaghan, renewed the attack on our 
aide, whilst the seventh divi.sion pressed them on the other, and both 
divisions gained the height about the same time, the enemy retiring, after 
sustaining a very considerable loss . — Sir Rowland HUVs desjmich. 
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ilajor-Getioral Byng (the late Earl of Stratford) intercepted in 
Elizondo a large convoy, and captured several prisoners. The 
pursuit of the enemy was continued in the valley of the Bi- 
dassoa, and many prisoners and much baggage were taken; the 
latter General possessed himself of the valley of Bastan, and 
of the position on the Puerto de Maya, so that the British 
forces on the night of the 1st. of August, occupied nearly the 
same positions as on the 25th. of Jiily. 

The Erench troops having been considerably reinforced and 
re-otpuipped after their recent defeat, made a most formidable 
attempt on the 28th. to relieve the blockade of Pampeluna 
with the whole of their forces, excepting the reserve under 
General Yillatte, which remained in front of the British corps 
on the great road from Iran. This attempt was however en- 
tirely frustrated by the operations of a part only of the allied 
army, and the enemy sustained a defeat, and suffered con- 
siderably both in officers and men. They sent off the guns 
to St. Jean de Pied de Port on the evening of the 28th. of 
July, which alone ensured their safety. 

Again the fourth division was most highly spoken of the 
British commander stating that it is impossible to describe 
its “enthusiastic bravery.” 

On the morning of the 2nd. of August, the enemy still con- 
tinued posted, with a force of two divisions, on the Puerto de 
Echalar, and nearly the entire araiy behind the Puerto, w'hen 
the fourth, seventh, and light divisions advanced by the valley 
of the Bidassoa to the frontier, it having been determined to 
dislodge them by a combined attack and movement of the 
three divisions. The seventh division having, however, crossed 
the mountains from Sumbilla, had necessarily preceded the 
arrival of the fourth, and Major-General Barnes’s brigade was 
therefore formed for the attack, and advanced, before the fourth 
and light divisions could co-operate, with a regularity and 
gallantry which the British commander “had seldom seen 
ec[uallcd, and actually drove the two divisions of the enemy, 
notwithstanding the resistance opposed to them, from those 
formidable heights,*’’ This exploit was the admiration of all 
who witnessed ife' Major-Geaeral Kempt’s brigade of the light 
division likewise febA a Tore ocmsiderable force from the rock 
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forming the left of the Puerto. The enemy were now in their 
own. territoiy, and the British troops awaited in the Pyrenees 
the capture of St. Sebastian and Pampeluna. 

These combats, which have been designated the ^‘Battles 
of the Pyrenees/’ were commemorated by the usual medal, 
with the name of these mountains inscribed thereon, and 
the following regiments bear the same word on their colours, 
namely, — 2nd., 3rd., 6th., 7th., 11th., 20th,, 23rd., 24th., 
27th., 28th., 31st., 32nd., 34tb., 36t!i., 39th., 40th., 42nd., 
45th., 48th., oOtk, 51si, 53rd., 57tli., 58th., 60th., 61st., 
66th., 68th., 71st., 74th., 79th., 82nd., 91st., and 92nd, Foot. 

As may be readily conceived, the loss of the allies during 
these protracted encounters was great; they had forty-one 
officers and eight hundred and forty seven men killed, and 
three hundred and twenty-eight officers and live tlmusand 
one liundred and seventy- two men wounded; man}", however, 
were but slight cases.**" 
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August and Septe^ibee, 1813. 

The allies having advanced to so gi’eat a distance from 
Portugal, that country was no longer used by the British as 
a place of arms, and the establishments there were consequently 
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“Although our wounded are numerous, I am happy to say that the 
cases in general arc slight, and I have great pleasure in rep<jrtir.g to 
Your Lordship that the utmost attention has been paid to them by the 
Imspector-General, Dr. M^Grigor, and by the officers of the depanuient 
under his directions .”— of W^UingtoiCs despaick. 
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broken up. In conjunction with tlie ocean, the lYes tern Pyre- 
nees ofiered a fresh base of operations, and the capture of St 
Sebastian became of primary importance."^' 

One of the first objects was the reduction of the convent 
and redoubt of San Bartolomeo, which were battered by the 
artillery, and so far damaged, that on the 17th. of July, it 
was determined to storm these posts. The pickets of the 4th. 
Ca^adores, and one hundred and fifty men of the 13th. Por- 
tuguese regiment, supported by three companies of the 9th., 
with a reserve of three companies of the Royals, formed on 
the right to attack the redoubt; two hundred men of the 5th. 
Ca 9 adores, and two hundred of the 13th. Portuguese, supported 
by the 9th. regiment, formed on the left to attack the con- 
vent. At ten o’clock in the forenoon, the troops rushed from 
behind the hill overlooking the convent. Both the convent 
and the houses of the suburb were assaulted, and in the latter 
a fierce struggle ensued, but eventually the Trench were ex- 
pelled with severe loss. 

The capture of the convent facilitated the progress of the 
siege, and on the 24th. of July the breaches were deemed 
practicable, when the third battalion of the Royals was directed 
to storm the great breach, the 38th. regiment, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Miles, the lesser breach, and the 9th., under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cameron, supported the Royals, undet Major Peter 
Praser. At daybreak on the morning of the 2Dth. of July, 
the troops advanced to the attack with signal intrepidity; 
the cannon of the fortress played upon them in front; the 
ground was difficult to pass; and the volleys of musketry 

* The following description of St. Sebastian is from an interesting work 
by Lieutenant March, R.M., entitled “A Walk across the French Frontier 
into North Spain "Broad sands, clean, regular streets, and a temperate 
climate render San Sebastian the Brighton of Spain. Tt covers a low 
isthmus beneath the steep barren hill of Orgullo, which protects the town 
from the rude assaults of the Atlantic, and is crested by the strong citadel 
of La Mota, This tongue of land is flanked by two rather extensive bays. 
The one on the west is partially sheltered from the sea by the little island 
of Santa Clara, but its anchorage is unsafe, and vessels are obliged to be 
warped within the narrow sinuous mole directly beneath the citadel. The 
other bay, to the north-cast, forms the entrance to the River Uremia. Its 
bar is impracticable, except for boats during a calm ; a terrific surf beats 
over it in stormy weather, and dashes up the sea-curtain, sprinkling the 
solitary sentry with its drift as he paces his exposed beat. It was against 
the inner angle of this part of the fortifications that Wellington made his 
successful attack; and a new light-coloured ravelin indicated the site of 
the breach through which our indomitabie soldiers fought their way.” 
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■were incessant; at the same time showers of hand-grenades, 
shells, and large stones were poured down upon them; ret the 
attack was made with valour; but the defences roinid the 
breach had not been destroyed, and success was found to 
be impracticable. Lieutenant- Colonel Oameron and Lieutenant 
Colin Campbell, of the 9th., distinguished themselves on this 
occasion, and the latter, (now General Lord Clyde,) who led the 
left wing of the Kovals, was severely wounded. The loss sus- 
tained was severe, especially by the third battalion of the 
Eoyals, the leading one of Major-General Hay's brigade, %vhicb, 
being on duty in tlie trenebes, formed tlie column of attack. 

During the contest in the mountains, befoi’e described, the 
siege was turned into a blockade; when the Preiieb, however, 
had been repulsed and driven back with severe loss, tlic siege 
%vas resumed, and was afterwards prosecuted with vigour. On 
the 26th. of August, the fire against the furt was opened, and 
Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Graham directed that an estab- 
lishment should he formed on the island of Santa Clara, in 
the bay of St. Sebastian. At three o’clock on the morning of 
the 27th. of August, a hundred soldiers of tlie 9th. Foot, com- 
manded by Captain Hector Camei'on, sailed from Passages in 
boats to attack the island. As the boats appruaclied the shore, 
a heavy fire Avas opened upon them, but a landing was eifected, 
and the garrison made prisoners. 

On the moraing of the 27th, of August, the French made 
a sally against the new batteries on the isthmus, but ■were 
repulsed. St. Sebastian was again attacked by storm on the 
31st, of August, and the heroic perseverance of all the troops 
concerned w^as at lengtli crowned with success. The column 
of attack wms formed of the second brigade of the fifth division, 
commanded by Major-General Bobinson, with the following 
detachments as supports: — one hundred and fifty volunteers of 
the light division, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hunt, of the 52nd. ; 
four hundred of the first division, consisting of two hundred 
of the brigades of guards, under Lieutenant- Colonel Cook; one 
hundred of the light battaiion, and one hundred of the line 
battalions of the King’s German Legion, under Major llohertson; 
and two hundred volunteers of the fourth division, under Major 
Bose, of the 20tli. Foot. In reserve w'ere the remainder of the 
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fifth. divisioB, consisting of Major-General Spry^s Portuguese 
brigade, and the first brigade, under Major-General Hay, together 
with the fifth battalion of CaQadores of Major-General Brad- 
ford’s brigade, under Major Hill; the whole were under the 
direction of Lieutenant-General Sir James Leith, commanding 
the fifth division. The difficulties to be overcome were so 
formidable, and the resistance of the enemy so detormined, that 
the reserve brigade was pushed on by degrees. Por five hours 
the conflict raged at the breaches, when an explosion destroyed 
the enemy’s traverses. The guns were turned against the curtain, 
against which a heavy fire of artillery was directed. This passed 
a few feet only over the heads of the troops on the breach, 
and was kept up with remarkable precision. The advance of the 
first battalion of the 13th. regiment, under Major Snodgrass, over 
the open breach and across the river, and of a detachment of 
the 24th. regiment, under Lieutenant- Colonel Mac Bean, in sup- 
port, was gallantly made under a very severe fire of grape. 
A great effort was next made to gain the high ridge, and 
to storm the hornwork. The second brigade of the fifth 
division, under Colonel the Honourable Charles Grevillc, moved 
out of the trenches for this purpose, and the third battalion 
of the 1st. foot, under Lieutenant- Colonel Barns, supported by 
tbe 38tli., under Lieutenant- Colonel Miles, opportunely arrived 
to assault tbe trencb of tbe curtain about tbe time wdien tbe ex- 
plosion had created some confusion amongst the garrison. After 
a severe conflict the narrow pass was gained, and the troops on 
the right of the breach having succeeded in forcing the barricades 
on tbe top of tbe narrow line wall, found their way into tbe 
houses which joined it. After an assault which lasted over 
two hours, a firm footing, under the most trying circumstances, 
wms obtained. ISTothing could restrain the impetuosity of the 
troops, and in an hour more the enemy were driven from all 
the complications of defences prepared in the streets, and after 
suffering severe loss, they abandoned tbe town, and retreated 
into the castle. 

Batteries mounting fifty-four pieces of ordnance opened a 
tremendous fire upon the citadel on the 8th. of September, and 
in less than three hours the garrison hoisted a flag of truce, 
and after some discussion surrendered. The loss of the garrison 
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was related to have amounted to two-thirds of their numhers 
at the commencement of the siege. 

From the 28th. of July to the 31st. of August the British 
had tliirty-six officers, thirty-one sergeants, one drummer, and 
five hundred and three men killed; seventy officers, (including 
Lieutenant-General Sir James Leith and Major-Generals Oswald 
and Eobinson,) fifty-four sergeants, six drummers, and nine 
hundred and seventy-three rank and file were wounded. The 
Fortiiguese had eight officers and one hundred and eighty-ono 
men killed, and thirty-five officers and five hundred and fifty- 
nine men wounded. 

Sr. Sebastian on the colours of the 1st., 4th., 9th., 38th., 
47th., and 59th. regiments, commemorates this arduous and 
glorious service. 


THE GOLD CEOSB AND CLASPS.'^ 

(see frontispiece.) 

Offtceus in the course of the war had received so many 
medals, that it became extremely inconvenient to wear them, 
and it Avas the practice for a short time to engrave the 
name of the second or third action on the medal originally 

* The illustration is copied from the Cross and Clasp conferred upon 
the late General Sir George Scovell, G.C.B., and kindly lent to the 
author by his nephew and heir-at-law, George Scovell, Esq Sir George, 
in addition to the battles recorded on the above decoration, namely, 
Yittoria, Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, and Toulouse, for whicli gold medals were 
issued to certain of the otiicers under the restrictions .specified in this 
work, received the silver war-medal and eight clasps for Sahagun and 
Benevente, Cormina, Taiavera, Busaco, Fuentes d’ Onor, Ciudad Rodrigo, 
Badajoz, and Salamanca. At the battle of Corunna he served as Deputy - 
Assistant Quartermaster-General, and subsequently in the same department 
under the Duke of Wellington, from 1809 to the termination of the war 
in 1814-. He was also at Waterloo, the medal for which battle was added 
to his other honours; and lie likewise received tlie Russian order of the 
fourth class of St. Wiadirnir. His first commission, dated 5th. April, 
1798, %vas that of cornet in the 4th Light Dragoons, of which reghnent 
he was the colonel at the period of las decease. From Kehruar.v, 1837, 
to April, 185C, he held the appointment of Governor of the Royal Military 
College, at Sandiiurst. He attained the rank of Major-Genenii on the 
lOth. of January, 1837; Lieutenant-General on the 9th. of November, 

1846, in which year he was appointed colonel of the 7th, Dragoon 
Guards, but was removed to the 4th. Light Dragoons in Deceniber, 

1847. Sir George w'as promoted General on the 20th. of June, 1854. 
His other conunis.sions were in the 57th. regimenr, and in tlie cavalry 
SuiiF Corps. He died at Henley Park, near Guildford, on the 17th. of 
January, 1861. 


130 


MET5ALS OF THE BRITISH ARBY. 


given to It was afterwards determined that only one 

medal should be worn by any officer; for every other action 
in which ho might distinguish himscll^ a gold clasp, with 
the name of the event, was to be attached to the ribbon, 
until two clasps had been received. On the next occasion 
whereon he might signalize himself, a gold cross, having on 
each compartment the names of each of the four services was 
to be conferred instead of the medal and clasps originally 
received. Por every subsequent action a clasp was to bo 
issued, to be attached to the ribbon above the cross. In the 
centre of the cross, w^hich was fastened to the ribbon or 
swivel by a large ring, chased with laurel, is a lion statant; 
in each compartment, surrounded by an edge of laurel, is 
the name of the battle or action. "Wreaths of laurel are also 
round the names of the actions on the clasps. 

So much reluctance was evinced by officers to relinquish 
the original medals, that the design of having them returned 
was given up. When officers had received both the medals, 
as necessarily happened during the lengthened struggle in the 
Peninsula, the large one was wmm, with the clasps of the 
actions for which the small medals had been conferred. 

The following regulations regarding the grant of the Cross 
and clasps were published in the ^^London Gazette;” — 

“Horse Guards, October 7tli., 1813. 

Whereas considerable inconvenience having been found to 
attend the increased number of medals, that have been issued 
in commemoration of the brilliant and distinguished events, in 
which the success of His Majesty’s arms has received the royal 
approbation, the Prince Begent has been pleased to command, 
in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, that the fol- 

* “Riclioso, 1st. October, 1811.— Adverting to your Lordsbip^s despatch 
of the 3rd. September, regarding the grant of medals to the officers of 
the army, it occurs to me that an improvement might still be made in the 
system; for instance, many officers, in the course of service, become 
entitled to two or three, or more medals. In rny opinion, they should 
receive but one; but for every additional action deemed worthy of the 
medal, in which any officer having a medal should be present, he 
should be warranted to have the name of that action engraved on his 
medal, and that in that case the ft*esh medal for that action should be 
given to the officer next in command in the regiment, who was present 
and distinguished in the action.” 

“To the Earl of Liverpool.” 
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lowing regulations sliall be adopted, in tlie grant and circulation 
of such marks of distinction, namely,— 

1st. — That one medal only sliall be borne by each officer, 
recommended for such distinction. 

2ud. — That for the second and third events, whicli may be 
subsequently commemorated in like manner, eacli individual 
recommended to bear the distinction, shall carry a gold clasp 
attached to the ribbon to which the medal is suspended, and 
inscribed with the name of the battle, or siege, to which it 
relates. 

3rd. — That upon a claim being admitted to a fourth mark 
of distinction, a cross'^' shall he borne by each officer, with the 
names of the four battles, or sieges, respectively inscritel 
thereupon; and to be wmim in substitution of the distinctions 
previously granted to such individuals. 

4th. — ITpon each occasion of a similar nature, that may occur 
subsequently to the grant of a cross, the clasp shall again be 
issued to those who have a claim to the additional distinction, 
to be borne on the ribbon to which the cross is suspended, in 
the same manner as described in Xo, 2, of these regulations. 

His Iloyal Highness is further pleased to command, in the 
name and on the behalf of His Majesty, that the distribution 
of medals, or badges, for military services of distinguished 
merit, shall be regulated as follows, namely, — 

1st. — That no general, or other officer, shall he considered 
entitled to receive them, unless he has been personally and 
particularly engaged upon those occasions of great importance 
and peculiar brilliancy, in commemoration of which the Prince 

* Some correspondence had taken place on the subject with the Marquis 
of Wellington, as appears by the following : — 

‘‘Freneda, IGrh. March, 1S!3. 

have received your letter of the 24th. B’chruary, in regard to the 
medals, and 1 concur entirely with you regarding all the improvements 
you propose on the subject. You have provided a remedy for a difficulty 
which i could never get over in a way at all satisfactory to myself. I 
likewise agree with you in the propriety of having a cross with eight bars, 
or a star with eight points, for those who are entitled to more than seven 
distinctions. I am not certain that it would not be best that all general 
officers, as well as others, should wear the medal or cross at the button- 
hole till they should receive the last distinction. It is very awkward to 
ride in round the neck." 

“To Earl Bathurst," 
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llegent, in the name and on the behalf of His MajostTj may 
be graciously pleased to bestow such marks of distinction. 

2ncl. — That no oflicer shalh be considered a candidate for the 
medal, or badge, except under the special selection and report 
of the Commander of the Forces upon the spot, as having 
merited the distinction by conspicuous services. 

3rd. — That the Commander of the Forces shall transmit to 
the Commandcr-in- Chief, returns signed by himself, specifying 
the names and ranks of those officers whom he shall have 
selected as particularly deserving. 

4th. — The Commander of the Forces, in making the selection, 
will restrict his choice to the under-mentioned ranks,"' namely, — 
General officers; Commanding officers of brigades; Commanding 
officers of artillery, or engineers; Adjutant-General, and Quar- 
termaster-General; Deputies of Adjutant- General, and Quarter- 
master-General, having the rank of field-officers; Assistants- 
Adjutant and Quartermaster-General, having the rank of field- 
officers, and being at the head of the staff, with a detached 
corps, or distinct division of the army; Military Secretary, 
having the rank of field-officer; Commanding officers of battalions, 
or corps equivalent thereto; and officers who may have succeeded 
to the actual command during the engagement, in consequence 
of the death, or removal, of the original commanding officer. 

The Prince Regent is therefore graciously pleased to com- 
mand, in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, that, 
in commemoration of the brilliant victories obtained by His 
Majesty’s arms in the battles of Roleia and Yimiera, Corunna, 
Talavera de la Reyna, Biisaco, Rarrosa, Fuentes d’ Onor, Al- 
buhera, and Salamanca, and in the assaults and captures of 
Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz, the officers of the army, present 
on those occasions, shall enjoy the privilege of bearing badges 

* It appears that tlie Duke of Wellington was in fiivonr of a more general 
distribution, for in a letter dated Vera, €tli. November, 1813, addressed to 
Marshal Sir William Carr Beresford, K B., in reference to his claim for 
the Ciudad Rodrigo medal, he remarked, “In regard to the medals, 1 have 
always been of opinion, that government should have extended the prin- 
ciple more than they did j and in executing their orders, 1 believe it will 
be found that, whenever a medal could be given to an individual under 
the orders of government, I have inserted his name in the return. How- 
ever, my decision on this or any other subject is not final ; and if anybody 
doubts, I wish he would apply to superior authority." — T/ie TFeUhitfton 
Dispatches, 
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of distiuetion; and His Boyal Higlmess iiaving approved of tiio 
crosses, medals, and clasps, which haye been prepared, is pleased 
to command that tliey shall be worn by the general officers, 
suspended by a ribbon of the colour of the sash, with a blue 
edge, round the neck; and by the commanding officers of bat- 
talions, or corps equivalent thereto, and officers who may have 
succeeded to tho actual command during the engagement, the 
chiefs of military departments, and their deputies and assistants, 
(having the rank of field-officers,) and such other officers as 
3nay be specially recommended, attached by a ribbon of the 
same description to the button -hole of their uniform. 

The Prince Regent is also pleased to command, in the name 
and on the behalf of His Majesty, that those badges which 
would have been conferred upon the officers who have fallen 
at, or died since, the above-named battles and sieges, shall, 
as a token of respect for their memories, be transmitted to 
tbeir respective families. 

Ry command of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 

Feebeeick, Commander-in-Chief. 

H. Toeeens, Colonel and Military Secretary.^' 


AFFAIR OF CHATEAUGUAY. 

26Tn. OcTOBEE, 1813, 

This was one of the actions which occurred during the war 
between Great Britain and the United States. In the autumn 
of 1813, a great effort was made by the Americans for the 
invasion of Canada at different points. The expedition com- 
menced with the advance of Major-General Hampton to the 
frontier, whilst Major-General "Wilkinson, in co-operation, em- 
barked with ten thousand men, on Lake Ontario, and proceeded 
in boats down the river St. Lawrence, with the intention of 
reaching Montreal. On the 8th. of October, Major-General 
Hampton occupied with a considerable force of regulars and 
militia, a position on the Chateauguay river, near the settle- 
ment of the Four Corners. The American army crossed the 
line of separation between Lower Canada and the United States 
early on the 21st. of that month, smqniscd a small party of 
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Indians, and droTe in a picket of sedentary militia, posted at 
the junction of the Ontard and Chateaiiguay rivers, where it 
encamped, and proceeded in establishing a road of communi- 
cation with its last position, for the purpose of bringing forward 
its artilleiy. All arrangements having been completed on the 
24th., the American General commenced on the following day 
his operations against the advanced posts of the British; at 
about eleven o’clock in the forenoon of the 26fch. of October, 
his cavalry and light infantry were discovered advancing on both 
hanks of the Chateaiiguay, by a detachment covering a working 
party of hihitans employed in felling timber, for tbe purpose 
of constructing ahatiis. 

Lieutenant- Colonel De Salaberry, who had the command of 
the advanced pickets, composed of the light infantry company 
of the Canadian Fencihles, and two companies of Yoltigeurs, 
on the north side of the river, made so excellent a disposition 
of his small force, that he checked the advance of the principal 
column, led by Major-General Hampton in person, and ac- 
companied by Brigadier-General Izard; wdiilst the American 
light brigade, under Colonel M-Carty, was similarly repulsed 
in its progress on the south side of the river, by the spirited 
advance of the right flank company of the third battalion of 
the embodied militia, under Captain Daly, supported by Cap- 
tain Bruyer’s company of Chateaugnay Chasseurs. Captains 
Daly and Bruyer being wounded, (the former twuce severely,) 
and their companies having sustained some loss, their position 
was immediately taken up by a flank company of the first 
battalion of embodied militia. The American troops rallied 
and repeatedly returned to the attack, but were foiled at ail 
points by a handful of men, who by their determined bravery, 
maintained their position, and protected the working parties, 
who were enabled to continue their labours. 

Nearly all the British troops having been pushed forward 
for the defence of Upper Canada, that of the lower province 
depended in a great degree on the valour and exertions of its 
incorporated battalions and its sedentary militia. This loyal 
and honourable line of conduct wms persevered in by the 
Canadians. 

It appeared by the report of prisoners taken in the affair 
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on tlie Cliateaugiiay, - that the Amencan forces consisted of 
seven tlioiisand infantry and two hundred cavalry, with ten 
field-pieces. The British advance force, aetnally engaged, did 
not exceed three hundred, and the enemy suffered severely, 
not only from the British fire, hut also from their own, some 
detached corps in the woods having fired upon each other. 

Lieutenant-General Sir George Prevost, Bart., solicited from 
His .,PtoyaI Highness the Prince Regent five pair of colours for 
the first, .second, third, . fourth, and fifth batialioBs of , the em- 
bodied ' hattaiions of the Canadian militia, -as a mark of royal 
; approbation of their conduct. 

The loss of the British was but small: — Canadian Fencible 
iiifantiy, light company, three rank and file killed; one ser- 
geant and three rank and file wounded, Tliird battalion em- 
bodied militia, flank compan}", two rank and file killed; one 
captain, and six rank and file wounded, and four rank and 
file missing. Chateaugiiay Chasseurs, one captain wounded. 

A medal was granted for this service, wduch was similar to 
that authorized for the Peninsular actions, and it was afterwards 
commemorated by a bar, wLen the general war medal -was 
distributed. 


PASSAGE OP THE NIYELLE. 
lOXH. HoYE3IBEB, 1813. 

Aftee the fall of St. Sebastian, the hostile armies remained 
for some time inactive, or occupied only in strengthening their 
respective positions, and preparing for the further prosecution 
of the campaign. The troops, however, suffered severely from 
the inclemency of the weather. Exposed on the bleak summits 
of the Pyrenees, they gazed with intense longing on the beau- 
tiful plains of Prance, which lay stretched ont beneath their 
feet; but the close neighbourhood of a watchful enemy rendered 
the greatest vigilance necessary, and the duties were severe. 

Flushed with success the British troops ardently longed for 
further victories. This moment at length arrived. Early on 
the morning of the 7th. of Octobei", the army, under favour 
of a dark and stormy sky, descended from the heights, crossed 
the Bidassoa, and with little opposition established itself on 
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tlie French territory. The continued inclemency of the weather, 
and the badness of the roads, retarded the further advance of 
the army till the 10th. of JTovemher, when all preparations 
being completed, the columns moved down the passes of the 
Pyrenees in the most perfect silence, and lay down, each at 
Its appointed station, to await the dawn of day to make their 
attack. This wms commenced by the fourth division, which 
earned a strong redoubt in front of the viUage of Same, drove 
the enemy from that village, and continued its advance against 
^ tile heights in its rear, exposed to the fire of entrenchments 

i by which the position was secured. These, however, wore 

sucoessivoly abandoned as the division advanced, the enemy 
fiying in great disorder, towards the bridges on the Nivellej 
the garrison of one redoubt, which alone offered any resistance’ 
being made prisoners. The other attacks were all equally suc- 
cessful j the enemy driven from the centre of his line, con- 
centrated himself on the heights above St. P^, whence he wms 
dislodged by a flank movement of the third and seventh 
divisions on the left, in conjunction with the sixth division, 
W'hich pr^eeded in the contrary direction. Marshal Soult at 
length withdrew the whole of his army, and resigned his 
position to the allies, who went into cantonments in advance 
of the Nivelle, where they enjoyed another interval of repose. 

In the Marquis of -WeUington’s official report oecumed the 
following; after speaking of the handsome attack of the sixth 
division, he continued, “I likewise particularly observed the 
gallant conduct of the Slst. and 68th. regiments, under the 
command of Major Pice and Lieutenant-Colonel Haw'kins, in 
Major-General Inglis’s brigade, in the attack of the heights 
above St. Pe, in tbo afternoon of the lOtli.'' 

The 43rd. and 52nd. regiments added to their former renown 
on tins occasion, especially in the storming of the Petite Ehune 
and in tbe completion of tbe victorj". 

Considering the strength of the positions attacked, and the 
length of time (from daylight till dark) during which the 
troops were engaged, the loss, although severe, was not so 
gr(at as might have been expected.— Twenty-si.x officers, twenty- 
eight sergeants, four drummers, and two hundred and eighty- 
five i-ank and file killed; two generals, staff, (Major-Generals 
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Kempt and Bjng,) oiae Imndred and fifty-five officers, oce liim- 
dred and tliirty-two sergeants, twenty- five dimmmers, and one 
tboiisand nine hmidred and sixty-six rank and file wounded. 
The enemy lost fifty guns, two tfiousand men, fifteen liundrc-d 
prisoners, and large quantities of stores and ammimition. 

Kivelle on tlie colours of the following regiments commem- 
orates tills service: — 2nd., 3rd., 6tk., lltli-, 23rd., 24th., 

27th., 28tli., 31st., 32nd., 34th., 36th., 89th., 4Dth., 42nd., 

43rd., 45th., 48th., 5!st., 52nd., t53rd,, 57th., 58th., 60th., 

61st., G6th., 68th., 74th., 79th., 82nd., 83rd., 87th., 88th., 

91st, and Eifie Brigade. 


ACTIOX AT CHEYSTLERhS FAEM. 

llTH. November, 1813. 

Major-General James Wilkinson, who had been instructed to 
co-operate with Major-General Hampton in the invasion of 
Lower Canada, and for the avowed purpose of taking up his 
wdnter quarters in ^rontreal, quitted Grenadier Island, on 
Lake Ontario, on the 30th. of October, 1813, with ten thousand 
men, in small craft and batteaux, and proceeded dowm tlie 
St. Lawrence. Having, on the 31st , halted a few miles be- 
low Gravelly Point, on tbe south side of the river, his position 
was on the following day reconnoitred, and subsequently can- 
nonaded by a division of gun-boats, under the command of 
Captain Mulcaster, of the Eoyal Kavy. By keeping close to 
liis o\vn shore, the enemy arrived, on the 6th. of Xovember, 
within six miles of the port of Prescott, which ho endeavoured 
to pass unobserved during the night of the 7tli.; but the 
attempt was frustrated by the vigilance of Lieutenant- Colonel 
Pearson, who commanded there, and the American armada 
was compelled to sustain a heavy and destructive cannonade 
daring the whole of that operation. 

Lieutenant-General Sir George Prevost, having anticipated 
the possibility of the American government sending its whole 
concentrated force from Lake Ontario towards this territory, 
had ordered a corps of observation, consisting of tbe remains 
of the 49th. regiment, the second battalion of the 89tli., and 
three companies of Yoltigeurs, with a division of gun-boats, 
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the whole under the conimand of Lieutenant- Colonel J. W. 
Morrison, of the SOtli., to follow the movements of Major- 
General ‘Wilkinson’s army. 

An attack was made at Chrystler’s Parm, on the llth. of 
ISfovemher, 1813, upon the cor|)s of observation, by a portion 
of the American force, under Brigadier- General Boyd, amount- 
ing to nearly four thousand men, which resulted in the 
complete repulse and defeat of the enemy with considerable 
loss, upwards of one hundred prisoners, with a field-piece, 
being captured; their total loss w^as estimated at eight 
hundred men. This action commenced about two o’clock in 
the afternoon, when the Americans, having moved forward 
from ChiYstlor’s Point, attacked the advance, wdiich gradually 
fell back to the position selected for the detachment to 
occupy, the right resting on the river, and the left on a 
pine wood, exhibiting a front of about seven hundred yards. 

In consequence of the ground being open, the troops were 
thus disposed: the flank companies of the 49th. regiment, the 
detachment of the Canadian Pencibles, with one field-piece, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson on the right, a little advanced 
on the road; three companies of the 89th. regiment under 
Captain Barnes, with a gun, formed in echellon^ with the 
advance on its left supporting it. The 49th. and 89th., 
thrown more to the rear, with a gnn, formed the main 
body and reserve, extending to the woods on the left, which 
wmre occupied by the Yoltigeurs under Major Heniot, and the 
Indians under Lieutenant Anderson. At about half-past twm 
the action became general, when the enemy endeavoured, by 
moving forward a brigade from his right, to turn the British 
left, but was repulsed by the 89th. forming en poience with 
the 49th., and both corps moving forward, occasionally firing 
by platoons. His efforts were next directed against the right, 
and to repulse this movement, the 49th. took ground in that 
direction, in echellon, followed by the 89th.; when within 
lialf-musket-shot the line was formed under a heavy but 
irregular fire from the Americans. 

Orders were next given for the 49th. to charge the gun 
posted opposite, hut it became necessary when within a 
shoi't distance of it, to check this forward movement, in 
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cnnsequence of a charge frooi the American cavalry on tlic 
right, lest they should fail upon their rear; but th(‘T ivere 
received in so gallant a manner by the companies of tlie 
89th., under Captain Barnes, and the well-directed fire from 
the artillery, that they quickly retreated, and by an imme- 
diate charge from three companies, one gim was gained. 

About half-past four the Americans gave way at all points 
from an exceedingly strong position, endeavouring to cover 
the retreat by their light infantry, which were soon driven 
away by Lieutenant- Colonel Pearson. The detachment for the 
night occupied the ground from which the foe had been 
driven, and afterwards moved forward in pursuit. 

The British loss was one captain, two (lrunmKT.s, and 
nineteen rank and file killed; one captain, nine subalterns, 
six sergeants, and one hundred and thirty-one rank and file 
wmunded. 

This action was also rewarded by the usual medal, and 
conseqaently a bar, inscribed ‘'^Cheystleb’s Paem,” was autlio- 
rized when the war-medal was granted. The force engaged 
consisted of the Eoyal Artillery, 40th., the second battalion 
of the 89th. regiment; Canadian Fenciblcs, Canadian Yolti- 
geurs, and Militia Artillery and Dragoons, and Indians: of the 
latter, one "warrior wms wounded and three were reported 
missing. 

No distinction has been granted for the colours, on account 
of either Chatcauguay or Chrj'stler’s Farm. 


PASSAGE OF THE BMYE. 

9th. to 13th. Deceubee, 1813. 

Afteb the retreat of the French from the Kivelle, they 
occupied a position in front of Bayonne, which had, since 
the battle of Yittoria, been entrenched with great labour. 
The bad state of the roads, and the swelling of the rivulets 
from the fall of rain, had prevented the Marquis of YTdlington 
from at once x)assing the Kive."^ The state of the w'eather 

* Whilst the British were in position on the banks of the Xive, in 
November, 1813, the Frencli used to meet the English officers at a narrow 
part of the river, and chat over the campaign. One of the latter, in 
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and roads at lengtli enabled the British commander to col- 
lect the materials and make preparations for forming the 
necessary bridges. The troops moved out of their cantonments 
on the 8th. of December, and Lieutenant-General Sir Eowland 
Hill, with the right of the army, crossed on the 9th. at 
and in the neighbourhood of Cambo, Marshal Sir William 
Beresford supporting the operation by passing the sixth di- 
vision, under Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Clinton, at XJstaritz; 
both operations succeeded completely. The enemy were 
immediately driven from the right bank of the river, and 
retired towards Bayonne, by the great road of St. Jean Pied 
de Port. Those posted opposite Cambo were nearly intercep- 
ted by the sixth division, and one regiment, being driven 
from the road, was compelled to march across the country. 

On the morning of the 10th. of December the enemy moved 
out of the entrenched camp with their whole army, with the 
exception only of that portion which occupied the works 
opposite to Sir Eowland HilFs position, and drove in the 
pickets of the light division, when an action ensued, the 
brunt of which fell upon the first Portuguese brigade under 
Major-General Arch, Campbell, and upon Major-General 
Eobinson’s brigade of the fifth division, which moved up in 
support. 

When night closed the Trench were still in great force in 
front of the British posts, on the ground from which they 
had driven the pickets. During the night they retired from 
Lieutenant-General Sir John Hope’s front, leaving small posts, 
which were immediately driven in. About three in the 
afternoon they again drove in that officer’s pickets, and at- 
tacked his posts, but were once more repulsed with considerable 
loss. 

On the morning of the 12th. the attack was re-commenced 
by the enemy with the same want of success, the first 
division under Major-General Howard, having relieved the 
fifth division,* the enemy discontinued it in the afternoon, and 

order to convince tliera of tlie reverses of Napoleon in Germany, rolled 
a stone np in tlie Star newspaper, and endeavoured to throw it across 
the stream. The stone, unfortunately, went through it, which made it 
fall into the water. The French officer thereupon remarked, in pretty 
fair English, “Your good news is very soon damped.” 


Ill 
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retired entirely within ..the- entrenched camp on that niglit. 
After the 10th. the attack was' never renewed on the j)Osls 
of the light division. 

It was not tmtil the 12th. of Decemher that the first 
division, under Major-General Howard, was engaged, when 
the Guards conducted themselves with tlieir usual spirit. 

Having thus failed in all the attacks with their whole 
force upon the British left, the enemy witlidrew into their 
entrenchments on the night of the 12th,, and passed a large 
force through Bayonne; with which, on the moniiiig of the 
13th. of Decemher, a most desperate attack was made upon 
the troops under Lieutenant-General Sir Howland Hill. In. 
expectation of this the Marquis of "Wellington had requested 
Marshal Sir William. Beresford to remforee the Lieutenant- 
General with the sixth division, which crossed the I^ive at 
daylight on that morning; and a further reinforcement of 
the fourth division, with two brigades of the third, received 
orders to join Sir Kowland Hill. The troops under his imme- 
diate command had defeated the enemy with immense loss, 
before these succours arrived. Two guns and some prisoners 
were taken from the French, who, being beaten at all points, 
and having sustained considerable loss, were compelled to 
withdraw upon their entrenchment. 

In a very interesting life of the late Tiseoimt Hill, by 
the Eev. Edwin Sidney, A.M., is the following account of 
the action at St. Pierre, near Bayonne: — “This great service 
w'as thus performed by Sir Howland Hill. The enemy, who 
had failed in all their attempts with their whole force upon 
Lord Wellington’s left, withdrew to their entrenchments on 
the night of December 12th., and passcnl a large body of 
troops through the town of Bayonne. With these, on the 
morning of the 13th., they made a desperate attack on Sir 
Howland Hill. This, as has appeared, w’as not unexpected; 
and Lord Wellington had placed at his disposal not only the 
sixth division, but the fourth division, and two brigades of 
the third. Soult’s objects were to gain the bridge of St. 
Pierre, to make himself master of the road to St. Jean Pied 
de Port, and to break through the position of the allies. 
For tlicse purposes Im put forth his whole strength, and was 
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completelj" vanquished. Even before the sixth division arrived, 
Sir Howland Hill had repulsed him with prodigious loss; and 
although he shilMly availed himself of a high ground in 
retreating, he could not stand against tlie famous charge of 
General Bjmg, and was entirely defeated. It was a battle 
fought and won by the corps of Sir Howland Hill alone and 
unaided. At the instant of victory Lord Wellington came up, 
and in the ecstacy of the moment of triumph, caught him 
by the hand, and said, 'Hill, the day is your own.’ ” 

The late Eield-Marshal the Earl of Strafford, and Colonel 
of the Coldstream Guards, (then Major-General Byng,) highly 
distinguished himself in this action, wherein he led his troops, 
under a most galling fire, to the assault of a strong height 
occupied in great force by the enemy, and having himself 
ascended the hill first with the colour of the 81st. regiment 
of foot in his hand, he planted it upon the summit, and 
drove the enemy (far superior in numbers) down the ridge to 
the suhurhs of St. Pierre, for which act he received the royal 
authority on the 4th. of July, 1815, to bear the following 
honourable augmentation, namely, ''Over the arms of the 
family of Byng, in bend sinister, a representation of the 
colour of the 31st. regiment, and the following crest, namely, 
"Out of a mural crown an arm embowed, grasping the colour 
of the aforesaid 31st. regiment, and, pendent from the wrist 
by a riband, the Gold Cross presented to him by Plis Majesty’s 
command, as a mark of his royal approbation of his distin- 
guished services,” and in an escrol above the word "Monguerre,” 
being the name of a height near the hamlet of St. Fierro. 

From the 9th. to the 13th. of December, the total loss of 
the allies, British and Portuguese, amounted to thirty- two 
officers and six hundred and eighteen men killed, and two 
liundred and thirty-three officers and three thousand six hun- 
dred and seventy-four men wounded.*^' 

* F. S. Larpent, Esq., the Judge Advocate -General of the British forces 
in the Peninsula, records in his Journal this characteristic anecdote, in 
reference to these casualties;— “Lord Wellington at dinner, on Sunday, 

directed some jokes at Major D , who makes out the returns, hccause 

he wanted to make a grand total of wounded, etc., after the late five 
days’ fighting He laughed and said, all might go wrong from this in- 
novation, hut he was determined he would have no moi-e grand totals, 
until he got another Vittoria without more loss ; that the loss was always 
great enough, in all conscience, without displaying it in this ostentations 
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Kite is borne, on, tlie; colours ; of ,tlic following reginioiits: 
— ICtli. Light Bragoons, Ist., 3rd., 4tb., O.tli., 11th., 28th., 
31st, 32iid., 34tb., 36th., 38tli., 39tb., 42nd., 43r(l, oOtli., 
52nd., 57tli., 59th., 60th., 61st., 62nd., 66th., 71st., 70t]i., 
7lith., 84th., 85th., 91st., and 92ncl. Boot, and Eiile Brigade. 

BATTLE OE ORTHEB. 

27th. FEBELAnr, 1814. 

Little rest w^as accorded to the Peninsular troo 2 )s. The 
w^eather having imj)roved, and the roads become jiassable, in 
the second week of February the Alarquis of Wcdlington con- 
tinued his victorious career. The si.xth and light divisions 
were ordered to break up from the blockade of Bayonne, and 
General Bon Alanuel Freyre was directed to cIo.se up the can- 
tonments of his corps towards Irun, and to be prepared to 
move when the lelt of the army should cross the Adour. 
Immediately after the passage of the Gave T Oleron, by Sir 
Rowland Hill, at ATllenave, on the 24th. of February, that 
general and Sir Henry Clinton moved tovrards Orthes, near 
wliich place the French army was assembled on the 25th., 
having destroyed all the bridges on the Gave de Pan. 

At this period the third division of the British army was 
at the broken bridge of Berenx, five miles louver down the 
river, having the sixth and seventh divisions (tlien arrived 
under Marshal Beresford) on its left, while the remainder of 
the force wms assembled in front of Orthes. On the 26th. 
the thii'd division foified the river lower down, and a pontoon 
bridge was afterwards laid at Berenx, by which the fourth and 
sixth divisions crossed on the morning of the 27th., at wEicli 
time the third division was already posted with skirmishers 
thrown out close upon the left centre of the French position. 
The sixth division was placed on the right between the third 
division and the river, and the light division on its left in rear 
as a reserve. Buring the whole morning there had been occa- 
sional skirmishing by the third division, but the real attack 

lyianricr, and that he would not have eveiy drummer and every officer, 
etc., killed or wounded in the last five days, all added up in one grand 
total ; hut that, at least, the croakers should have the trouble themselves 
of adding up ail the different losses, and making it out for themselves.’* 
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commenced at nine o’clock by the third and sixth divisions on 
the French left centre, and the fourth and seventh divisions on 
their right, which last was intended to be the principal point 
of attack; but it having been found, after three hours’ hard 
lighting, tliat the enemy were there too strongly" posted, the 
Marquis of *W*ellington ordered an advance of the third and 
sixth divisions, with the 52nd. regiment, from the centre 
upon the left centre - of the French position, which they 
carried and secured the victory;'^' meanwhile Lieutenant-General 
Sir Eowland Hill, with the second division, had crossed the 
river above Orthes, and nearly cut off the only line of retreat 
open" to the enemy, who then retired from the field, but 
without confusion, and constantly resisting the advance. The 
allies followed, keeping u]p an incessant fire and cannonade, 
but lost many men, particularly of the third division, which 
was the most strongly opposed; this continued until the 
French nearly reached the Luy de Bearn river, when their 
retreat became a flight, and they efifected their escape by the 
fords and one bridge, which they destroyed, having lost four 
thousand men and six guns. 

The allies, on the 27th. of February, had eighteen officers 
and tw'o hundred and fifty-five men killed, one hundred and 
thirty- two officers and one thousand seven hundred and fifty- 
nine men wounded. In this battle the Marquis of AYellington 
was Tvounded.f 

* “This attack, led by the 52nd, regiment, under Lientcnant-Colonel 
Colborne, and supported on their right by Major-General Brisbane’s and 
Colonel Keane’s brigades of the third division, and by simultaneous 
attacks on the left by Major-General Anson’s brigade of the fourth 
division, and on the right by Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, 
with the remainder of the third division, and the sixth division, under 
Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Clinton, dislodged the enemy from the 
heights, and gave us the victory.” — Wellingtori^s despatch. 

t It is remarkable that the Duke of Wellington passed through so many 
battles unhurt: he had a narrow escape at Orthes. In the private Journal 
of F. S. Larpent, Esq., Judge Advocate-General of the British forces in 
the Peninsula, speaking of this battle, it is remarked that “it was curious 
that Lord Wellington and General Alava were close together when struck, 
and both on the hip, but on different sides, and neither seriously injured, 
as the surgeon told me who dressed them. Lord Wellington’s was a bad 
bruise, and skin was broken. I fear bis riding so much since has rather 
made it of more consequence, but hope the two days’ halt here will put 
him in the right way again, as all our prospects here would vanish with 
that man.” 

“I walked down to the bridge with Lord W'ellington yesterday, (Gth. 
March, 1814,) and found him limp a little, and he said he was in rather 
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Obtiies li.as' 'been: 'a-utliorized to be borne by tbe following 
regiments:— 14th. Liglit Dragoons, 5th., Sth., 7th., 11th., 20th., 
23rd., 24th., 27th., 28th., 31st., 32Ed., 34th., 36th., 39th,, 
40tli., 42nd., 45th.,. 48th., 50th., , 51st., 52nd., 58th., 60th., 
61si, 66th., 68th., 7ist., 74th., 82iid., 83rd., 87th., 88th., 91st., 
and 92nd. Foot, and the Bide Brigade. 


BATTLE OE TODLODSE. 

IOth. April, 1814. 

This, the last general action of the Feninsnlar war, was 
fonght on Easter Sunday, the 10th. of April, 1814. The 
town of Toulonse is surrounded on three sides hy the Canal 
of Languedoc and the Garonne; on the left of that river, 
the suburb, which the enemy had fortified with strong field- 
works in front of the ancient wall, formed a good Ute-ie- 
pont. The city itself was only accessible from the south, 
and its strong though old-fashioned walls had been rendered 
more defensible by redoubts, and by an exterior line of 
entrenchments on a strong and nigged range of heights, about 
two miles in length beyond the canal. On the 28th. of 
March the enemy’s troops were driven within the suburbs 
of St. Cyprien, and several attempts were made to attack 
them by crossing the Garonne above Toulonse. Operations 
were, how^’ever, impeded by the floods and rapidity of the 
river, until the 3rd. of April, when the third, fourth, and 
sixth divisions, with three brigades of cavalry, under Marshal 
Beresford, passed over by a pontoon bridge fifteen miles be- 
low Toulouse; but the crossing of the remainder of the army 
was again impeded by the rising of the river, which caused 

more pain than usual, hut it was nothing. At dinner yesterday, he said 
ho was laughing at General Alava having had a knock, and telling him 
it was all nonsense, and that he was not hurt, when he received this 
blow, and a worse one in the same place himself. Alava said it was to 
punish him for laughing at him.’V 

In “Recollections, by Samuel Rogers,” recently published, there is a 
remark of Wellington’s in allusion to the above circumstance “The 
elastic woven corselet would answer very well over the cuirass. It saved 
me, I think, at Ortlies, where I was hit on the hip. I was never struck 
but on that occasion, and then I was not wounded. I was on horseback 
again the same day.” 

According to popular belief, the Buko of Wellington also had an escape 
at Salamanca. 
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tlie reDioYal of the bridges, until the 8 lli., when tlic Marquis 
of Wellington CTossod, and ad \ninced within five railes of 
Toulouse; Lieutenant-General Bir Eowland Hill, witli two 
divisions, remaining on the left bank. 

The Marquis of Wellington then fixed his plan of attack 
on the Trench position, according to which, on the left of 
the Garonne Lieutenant-General Sir Eowland Hill was to 

menace the suburb of St. Cyprien, wdiile on the right of the 
river the third and light divisions were to menace the 
northern front, driving the enemy’s outposts within the canal, 
from its junction with the Garonne to the commencement of 
the range of heights at the hill of Pugade. A Spanish 

division was to carry that hill, and the fourth and sixth 
divisions, under Marshal Beresford, to carry the heights beyond 
it. On the 10th. of April, at about six o’clock in the 

morning, the battle commenced, and the different columns 

advanced according to orders. The third division on the right, 
next the Garonne, drove in the outposts of the enemy for 
above three miles, as far as the bridge of Jumeaux on the 
canal; this bridge was defended by a strong palisade Ute-de- 
^ont^ too high to be forced without ladders, and a|)proachable 
only on open flat. Six companies of the 74th., (three under 
Brevet- Major Miller, and three under Captain McQaeen,) were 
ordered to attack this work, which they did in the most 
gallant style; but it was commanded from the opposite side 
of the canal, and was impregnable without artillery; the at- 
tacking party was therefore compelled to retire, after sustaining 
a most severe loss. The Trench then occupied the work in 
great force, and the continued efforts of the whole brigade 
could not dispossess them. The attack upon this work was 
unfortunately ordered by Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, 
after the duty assigned to his division of driving in the out- 
posts and menacing the enemy had been performed, although 
the impossibility of carrying the wmrk without artillery had 
been represented. 

. Marshal Sir AVilliam Beresford crossed the Ers, formed his 
corps in throe columns of lines in the village of Croix d’ Grade, 
the fourth division leading, with which lie immediately carried 
Mont Blanc. He then moved up the Ers in the same order. 
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OTcr most difficiilt gronufV^ m a direction parallel to tlie 
enemy's fortified position, and as soon as fie' readied tlie 
point at wliicli lie turned it, lie formed Ms lines, and moTcd 
to the attack. Tlie gallant eiforts of Lieutenant-General Bon 
Manuel Preyre upon tbe Piigade Hill did not meet mtli 
success, but they 'vvere Mgbly applauded by tlie Marquis of 
Wellington. Meanwliile Marshal Sir William Beresfoitl, witli 
tbe fourth division under the command of Lieutenant-General 
Sir Lowry Cole, and tbe sixth division under Lieutenant- 
General Sir Henry Clinton, attacked and carried the heights 
on the enemy’s right, and the redoubt ■which covered and 
protected that fiankj and he lodged those troops on the 
same heights with the enemy, who were, however, still in 
possession of four redoubts, and of the entrenchments and 
fortified houses. The badness of the roads had induced the 
Marshal to leave his artillery in the village of Mont Elanc; 
some time elapsed before it could he brought up, and before 
Lieutenant-General Bon Manuel Freyre’s coipis could be re- 
formed and led again to the attack. As soon as this •was 
effected the Marshal continued his movement along the ridge, 
and carried, -with Major-General Pack’s brigade of the sixth 
division, the two principal redoubts and fortified houses in 
the French centre. The enemy made a desperate effort firom 
the canal to regain these redoubts, but they were repulsed 
with considerable loss,* and the sixth division continuing its 
movement along the ridge of the height, and the Spanish 
troops pursuing a corresponding movement upon the front, the 
French were driven from the two redoubts and entrenchments 
on the left, and the w^hole range of heights were gained by 
the British. 

In his despatch, the Marquis of Wellington added, — 
did not gain this advantage, however, without severe loss, 
particularly in the brave sixth division. Lieutenant- Colonel 
Coghlan, of the 61st., an officer of great merit and promise, 
was unfortunately killed in the attack of the heights; Major- 
General Pack was wounded, hut was enabled to remain in tlie 
field; and Colonel Bouglas, of the 8th. Portuguese regiment, 
lost his leg, and I am afraid I shall be deprived for a con- 
siderable time of his assistance,” 
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‘‘The 42n<i., 79th. 5 and 61st. regiments lost consid- 

erable numbers, and were highly distinguished throughout the 
day. 

“The fourth division, although exposed on their march 
along the enemy’s front in a galling fire, were not so much 
engaged as the sixth division, and did not suffer so much; 
but they conducted themselves with their usual gallantry.” 

After these operations the Trench withdrew behind the 
canal, and thus ended this hard-fought but unnecessary battle."^^ 

The 5th. Dragoon Guards, 3rd. and 4th. Light Dragoons, 
2nd., 5th., 7th., 11th., 20th., 23rd., 27th., 36th., 40th., 42nd., 
43rd., 45th., 48th., 52nd., 53rd-, 60th., 61st., 74th., 79th., 
83rd., 87th., 88th., 91st., and Eifle Brigade, all display the 
word Toulouse, granted in commemoration of this battle, in 
which the total loss of the allies amounted to thirty- one 
ofiicers and five hundred and sixty-four men killed, and two 
hundred and forty-eight ofiicers and three thousand seven 
hundred and ninety- eight men wounded. 

During the night of the 11th. of April, the Trench troops 
evacuated Toulouse, and a white fiag was hoisted. On the 
following day the Marquis of Wellington entered the city, 
amidst the acclamations of the inhabitants. In the course of 
the afternoon of the 12th. of April, intelligence was received 

♦ The following statement gives the number of troops employed in 
Spain and the South of France, at the periods of the several actions 
mentioned. 


Number of Troops. 


..Actions-,, 

Present &'• 
fit for 
Duty. 

Sick 

On 

Com- 

mand, 

Total. 

Koleia 




14,873 

Vimiera 




18,903 

Talavera 

28,087 

4,827 

1596 

35,410 

Busaco 

29,138 

7,079 ' 

2526 

38,743 

Fuentes d'Oiior 

34,847 

9,298 

4912 

48,857 

Ciudad Rodrigo 

37,014 

12,302 

'4217 i 

63,623 

Badajoz 

86,025 

12,711 

4433 j 

53,169 

Salamanca 

38,531 

13,891 

5004 ’ 

57,426 

Vittoria 

47,927 

9,605 

4294 

61,826 

Pyrenees 

41,263 

12,698 

4916 

58,877 

l^ivelle 

45,104 

13,658 

4425 

63,187 

Nive 

43,680 

14,732 

5007 

63,419 

Orthes 

42,959 

12,972 

4690 

60,621 

Toulouse..........*....,..,............,. 

42,807 

32,907 

5638 

01,352 
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of tlie abdication of ]Srax>oleon, and bad not the express been 
delayed 'on the journey by the French police, the sacrifice 
of many valuable lives "would have been prevented. A disbe- 
lief in the truth of this intelligence occasioned much unnecessary 
bloodshed at Bayonne, the garrison of which made a desperate 
sortie on the 14th. of April, and Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Hope, (afterwards Earl of Hopetoun,) was taken prisoner. 
Major-General Andrew Hay was killed, and Major-General 
Stopford was 'wounded. 

A treaty of peace was established between Great Britain 
and France; Louis the Eighteenth restored to the tbrono 
of France; and ISTapoleon Bonaparte was pcimitted to reside 
at Elba, the sovereignty of that island having been conceded 
to him by the allied powers. 


CAMPAIG]JT IN ELANBEES, 1815. 

There was but a brief interval of peace after the battle of 
Toulouse. The triumphs of the Peninsula were not destined 
to give repose to Europe. Napoleon having learnt that at the 
Congress of Yienna it had been debated whether he should not 
be sent to St. Helena, (a measure opposed by the Duke of 
Y^ellington, and the idea relinquished,) and reckoning on the 
attachment of the French people, escaped from Elba, landed 
at Cannes, in Provence, on the 1st. of March, 1815, with a 
handful of men, and on the 20th. of that month entered Paris 
at the head of an army which had joined him on the road. 
Louis XYIII at once withdrew to Ghent, and Napoleon assumed 
his former dignity of Emperor of the French ; the allied powers 
at once refused to acknowledge his sovereignty, and determined 
to effect his dethronement. Preparations for war commenced, 
troops were assembled in the Netherlands, and the regiments 
which had been engaged in America were, on their return, 
immediately forwarded to the seat of war. 

Britain had no selfish end" in view in this great struggle, 
but sent her sons to battle in support of the rights of nations, 
and to secure herself from a military despotism. To those 
readers who would study the events of this short but momentous 
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canipaigm, no better guide can "be Tecoramended than Captain 
Siborno’s elaborate account, — the work of a life-time, the pe- 
rusal of which should be combined with repeated visits to his 
wonderful model of the battle of 'Waterloo, now in the United 
Service Museum. In this last success, ’Wellington, like a grace- 
ful actor, takes his leave of war, for this terminated his active 
military career. The right wing of the Duke’s army, in and 
about Ath, was commanded by Lord Hill j the left, near Draine 
le Comte and Mvelles, was under the Prince of Orange; the 
cavalry, under the Earl of Uxbridge, (the chivalrous Anglesey,) 
was quartered about Grammont, and the reserve was in prox- 
imity to Brussels and its neighhourhood. 


ACTIOH AT QUATRE BRAS. 

16xh. June, 1815. 

Hapoleon left Paris on the 12th. of June, and endeavoured 
by one of those rapid marches for which he had been so cele- 
brated, to interpose his forces between the British and Prussian 
armies, and then attack them in detail. Information of this 
movement arrived at Brussels during the evening of the 15th. 
of June, and the Duke of ’W'ellington caused the troops to he 
prepared to march. Pursuing their way through the forest of 
Soignies, Genappe, and along the road towards Charleroi, after 
a march of twenty-two miles, they arrived on the 16th. of 
June, at some farm-houses denominated Les Quatre Bras, where 
the main road from Charleroi to Brussels is crossed by another 
from Hivelles to Hamur, and which served as the British 
communication with the Prussians on the left. Here the second 
French corps, under Marshal Hey, was developing a serious 
attack against that position with very superior numbers. 

As the British regiments arrived at the scene of conflict, they 
were instantly formed for action. Considerable loss was sus- 
tained, but the repeated charges of the enemy were repulsed. 
On this day His Royal Highness the Duke of Brunswick fell 
bravely fighting at the head of his troops. In the Duke of 
Wellington’s account of ^ this action the 28th., 42nd., 79th., 

* “As the 42nd. regiment advanced through a field of which reached 
nearly to the men’s shoulders, a body of cavalry was seen approaching. 
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arid 92i3d.^^ reginients AYere specially inentioiied. 

Speaking of one of the attacks of the Prench caralry. Cap- 
tain W. Sibornej in his * ^History of the War in Pruia'e and 
Belgium in 1815/’ observes, '‘If this cavalry attack had fallen 
so unexpectedly upon the 42nd. Highlanders, still less had it 
been anticipated by the 44th. regiment. Lieutenant- Colonel 
Hamerton, perceiving that the lancers were rapidly advancing 
against his rear, and that any attempt to form square would 
he attended with imminent danger, instantly decided upon 
receiving them in line. ...... .Never, perhaps, did British 

infantry display its characteristic coolness and steadiness more 
eminently than on this trying occasion. To have stood in a 
thin two- deep line, awaiting, and prepared to receive, the 
onset of hostile eavaliy, would have been looked upon at least 
as a most hazardous experiment; hut with its rear so suddenly 
menaced, and its flanks unsupported, to have instantly faced 
only one rank about, to have stood as if rooted to the ground, 
to have repulsed its assailants with so steady and well-directed 
a fire, that numbers of them vrerc destroyed — this was a feat 
of arms which the oldest, or best- disciplined corps in the world 
might have in vain hoped to accomplish; jot most successfully 
and completely was this achieved by the gallant second bat- 
talion of the 44th. British regiment, under its brave commander, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Hamerton. 


which was supposed to he either Prussians or Flemings, but which proved 
to be French, The mistake was not discovered in time to complete the 
proper formation to receive the charge ; the regiment, however, attempted 
to form square, and wliile in the act of so doing, the French lancers gal- 
loped forward with great impetuosity, being assured of victory when they 
saw the unprepared state of the regiment. The two companies of the 
regiment suffered severely; but the lancers were repulsed with loss. The 
enemy repeated the charge, apparently in full confidence of an easy vic- 
tory; but the Royal Highlanders stood back to back, every man fighting 
on his own ground with determined resolution, until he fell, or overcame 
his antagonist, and in this manner the regiment repulsed a succession of 
attacks. When the enemy’s ardour was cooled from repeated repulse and 
loss, and the attacks had become less frequent and less fierce, the regiment 
completed its formation. It had sustained a severe loss in killed and 
wounded: Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Robert Macara, K.C.B., had fallen, and 
the command of the regiment devolved on Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel (af- 
terwards Sir Robert Henry) Dick,” — HUtorical Record of the 42nd. Royal 
Highlanders, 

* “The Duke, on this occasion, was very nearly overtaken by the French 
cavalry; and being obliged to gallop towards the 92nd. Highlanders, he 
called out to the nearest men to lie down in the ditch, when he fairly 
leaped over them ,” — Captain Sihorne, 
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this attack occurred one of those incidents which, in 
daring, equal any of the feats of ancient chivalry; which make 
the wildest fables of the deeds of the knights of old appear 
almost possible; which cause the bearing of an individual to 
stand out, as it were, in relief amidst the operations of the 
masses; and which, by their characteristic recklessness, almost 
invariably ensure at least a partial success. A I'rench lancer 
gallantly charged at the colours, and severely wounded Ensign 
Christie, who carried one of them, by a thrust of his lance, 
wdiich, entering the left eye, penetrated to the lower jaw. The 
Frenchman then endeavoured to seize the standard, hut the 
bravo Christie, notwithstanding the agony of his wound, with 
a presence of mind almost unequalled, flung himself upon it, 
not to save himself, hut to preserve the honour of liis regiment. 
As the colour fluttered in its fall, the Frenchman tore off a 
portion of the silk with the point of his lance; but he was 
not permitted to hear the fragment beyond the ranks. Both 
shot and bayoneted by the nearest of the soldiers of the 44th., 
he was borne to the earth, paying with the sacrifice of his 
life for his display of unavailing bravery.'’ 

The British cavalry and the remainder of the army arrived 
at the scene of action during the night. 
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In tlie action at Qnatre Bras fhe Britisli troops sustained a 
loss of twentj-fivo officers killed, and one imndred and thirty- 
seven i^vounded; and in non-commissioned officers and men they 
had two hundred and eighty-nine killed, and two thousand and 
fourteen wounded/^' 

■^^hiist the French l^Iarshal was attempting to force this 
position, the Emperor defeated the Prussians at St. Amand and 
Ligny. During the night Marshal Blucher, finding himself so 
weakened by the severity of the contest, and the fourth corps 
not having arrived, determined to fall back and concentrate 
his army upon Wavre- 

ACTIOJT OK THE Hth. OF JUKE. 

This movement of the Prussian commander rendered a cor- 
responding one necessary on the part of the British, who retired 
from the farm of Quatre Bras upon Genappe, and thence on 
■\Yaterloo on the morning of the 17th., at ten o’clock. Ko 
effort was made by the enemy to pursue Marshal Blucher, 
neither was there any attempt to molest the march of the 
British to the rear, although made in the middle of the day, 
excepting by following with a large body of cavalry, brought 
from the French right, the cavalry under the Earl of Uxbridge, 
who had taken up a position to cover the retrograde move- 
ment. The rear of the infantry and artillery having proceeded 
some miles along the great road from (Juatre Bras through 
Genappe, the cavalry were withdrawn by brigades in succession, 
each brigade re-forming as soon as it arrived at a suitable 
position in tbe rear of the column. The enemy’s cavalry ad- 
vanced in great force; the main body of his army moved on 
duatre Bras, and his advance guard began to press on the 
rear of the retiring troops. To check this movement, the 7th. 
hussars charged a corps of French lancers in the town of Ge- 
nappe; the lancers, however, having their fianks secure, presented 
an almost inpenetrable row of pikes, and they were enabled 
to repel the charge. The attack was repeated by the hussars, 
but without making any impression; the French cavalry pressing 
forward, jjassed the ground occupied by the 7th., when the 
1st. Life Guards were directed by the Earl of Uxbridge to 
* See table on opposite page. 
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charge the Eronch lancers. Wheeling Life Guards 

advanced to the attack, which proved irresistible, and tlie 
lancers were pursued through the streets of Genappe. After 
this repulse the retreat was continued with cannonading and 
skirmishing, until the cavalry arrived at tlie position of Mont. 
St. Jean, in front of the forest of Soignies, and near to the 
village of Waterloo. 

About five in the afternoon the allies had taken up their 
prescribed position, and during the wet and disagreeable night, 
violent showers having fallen during the afternoon, and the rain 
continuing throughout the night, accompanied by cold and 
strong gusts of wind, so frequently a prelude to the Duke’s 
victories, awaited the dawn of the memorable 18th. of June. 


DATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

18th. June, 1815. 

The position which was taken up in front of Waterloo, 
crossed the high-roads from Charleroi and Nivellcs, its right 
being thrown hack to a ravine near Merbe Braiiie, "which 
was occupied; its left extended to a height above the hamlet 
of Ter la Ilaye, which was also occupied. In front of the 
right centre, and near the Hivelles road, the house and 
garden of Hougomont, wdiich covered the return of that 
flank, was made available for defence, and in front of the 
left centre the farm of La Haye Saiiite was put to a similar 
use. By the left a communication was maintained with 
Marshal Prince Blucher, at Wavre, through Chain, who had 
promised that in case of an attack, he would advance in 
support with one or more corps as might he requisite. 

On a range of heights in front of the British, were col- 
lected during the night the whole of I^lapoleon’s army, with 
the exception of the third corps, under Marshal Grouchy, 
who had been detached to watch the movements of the 
Prussians. At about half-past ten on the morning of the 
18th., a furious attack was made upon the post at Hougo- 
mont, occupied by a detachment from Major-General Byng’s 
brigade of Guards, \yhich was in position in its rear, and 
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it was for soBie time under the command of Lioiitenaiit- 
Coloiiel (afterwards Sir James) Maedonell, and subsequently 
under Colonel Home. It was maintained througliout tlie day 
with the utmost gallantry hy these brave troops, although 
repeated efforts of large bodies vainly endeavoured to obtain 
possession of the place. 

>^A.bout one o’clock a cart of ammunition, which had been 
sent for early in the day, was brought into the fitrm-ynrd 
of Hougomont, and proved most seasonable. The men had 
only time to till their pouches, when a discharge of artillery 
suddenly burst upon them, mingled with the shouts of a 
column rushing on to a fresh attack. A cloud of tirailleurs 
pushed through the wood and corn-fields : they were aimed 
at with fatal certainty from the loopholes, windows, and 
summit of the building. But the enemy eventually compelled 
the few men that remained outside to withdraw into the 
chateau by the rear gate. In the meantime the French 
redoubled their efforts against it, and the fire of the imme- 
diate defenders of that point for a moment ceased. The 
gate was then forced. At this critical moment Maedonell 
rushed to the spot with the officers and men nearest at 
hand, and not only expelled the assailants, but re-closed the 
gate.^’ The enemy, from their overwhelming numbers, again 

* A statement lias frequently appeared in the newspapers, which w'as re- 
peated after the decease of General Sir James Maedonell, G.C.B., on the 
15th. of May, 1857, that five hundred pounds had been bequeathed to the 
bravest man in the British army, and that the two executors called upon 
the late Duke of Wellington, to give him a check for the money. As 
the story went, the Duke proposed that it should be given to Sir James 
for the defence of Hougomont, and that upon the money being tendered 
to him, he at first declined to receive it, but that ultimately he shared 
it with Sergeant-Major Fraser, of the 3rd. Foot Guards, now the Scots 
Fusilier Guards. 

Having recently seen this statement again In print while these pages 
were in preparation, and Sir James Maedonell having about ten years ago 
mentioned to me that he had never received tlie money, J made further 
inquiries, from which I ascertained that Sergeant-Major Ealph Fraser is 
now a bedesman in Westminster Abbey. Considering that the above 
legacy might possibly have been since received, I called upon the 
sergeant-major, who lives at 18, West Street, Pimlico, and is now in his 
79th. year, in order to ascertain the fact, and found that it had not. 
This gallant and intelligent veteran is in the full possession of his 
faculties, and, in addition to his having aided in closing the gate at 
Hougomont, can look wdth becoming pride on his having shared in the 
following services: — He was enlisted; in the 3rd. Foot Guards in 1799, 
and was embarked for Egypt in 1801. In the landing at Aboukir Bay, 
on the 8th. of March of that year, the boat in which Corporal Fraser 
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entered the yard, when the guards I'etired to the house, and 
kept up from the windows such a destructive fire, that the 
French were driven out, and the gate once more was closed.” 

Such is the description given by Colonel MacEinnon, in 
his valuable ^^Becord of the Origin and Services of the Cold- 
stream Guards.” Captain Siborne thus narrates the circum- 
stance: — “The French, however, succeeded in forcing the 
gate; but the defenders betook themselves to the nearest 
cover, whence they poured a fire upon the intruders, and 
then rushing forward, a struggle ensued, which was distin- 
guished by the most intrepid courage on both sides. At 
length Lieutenant- Colonel Macdonell, Captain Wyndham,^ 
Ensigns Gooch and Hervey, and Sergeant Graham, of the 
Coldstream Guards, by dint of great personal strength and 
exertions, combined with extraordinary bravery and perseve- 
rance, succeeded in closing the gate against their assailants. 
Those of the latter who had entered the courtyard fell a 
sacrifice to their undaunted and conspicuous gallantry.” 

Alluding to Sergeant Graham, he adds, “This individual 
deserves honourable mention, having greatly distinguished 
himself during the memorable defence of Hougomont. At a 
later period of the day, when in the ranks along the garden 
wall facing the wood, and w^hen the struggle was most severe 
in that quarter, he asked Lieutenant- Colonel Macdonell’ s 
permission to fall out. The Colonel, knowing the character 
of the man, expressed his surprise at the request made at 
such a moment. Graham explained that his brother lay 
wounded in one of the buildings then on fire, that he wished 
to remove him to a place of safety, and that he would then 
lose no time in rejoining the ranks. The request was granted: 

was contained sixty persons, ofScers included; all except fifteen were 
destroyed by the resistance of the enemy. He was present in the bat- 
tles of the 13th. and 21st. of March ; and in the expedition to Hanover, 
1805; bombardment of Copenhagen, 1807: and from 1809 to 1814 in 
the Peninsula, being present at the capture of Oporto, battles of Talavera, 
Busaco, Puentes d* Onor, (wounded in the leg and thigh,) sieges of 
Ciudad Kodrigo, Burgos, (again wounded in the leg,) Badajoz, and St. 
Sebastian; battles of Salamanca, Vittoria, passage of the Nivelle and 
il?ive. He received, in addition to the Waterloo medal, that for the 
Peninsular war, with bars for Egypt, Talavera, Busaco, Puentes d’Onor, 
Ciudad Rodrigo, Salamanca, Yittoria, Nivelle, and Nive. Sergeant-Major 
Praser was discharged in December, 1818. 

• The late General Sir Henry Wyndham, K.C.B. 
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Graliam succeeded in snatcMng his brother from the horrible 
fate which menaced him, laid him in a ditch in rear of the 
enclosures, and, true to his word, was again at his post. 

'^Early in August of that year, and while the Anglo-allied 
army was at Paris, the Puke of "Wellingtoii received a letter 
from the Eev. Mr. IS'orcross, rector of Framlingham, in Suffolk, 
expressing his wish to confer a pension of ten pounds a year, 
for life, on some "Waterloo soldier, to he named by his grace. 
The duke requested Sir John Byng (the late Lord Strafford) 
to choose a man from the second brigade of guards, which 
had so highly distinguished itself in the defence of Pfougomont. 
Out of numerous instances of good conduct evinced by several 
individuals of each battalion, Sergeant James Graham, of the 
light company of the Coldstreams, was selected to receive the 
proffered annuity, as notified in brigade orders of the 9th. 
of August, 1815. This was paid to him during two years, 
at the expiration of which period it ceased, in consequence 
of the bankruptcy of the benevolent donor.^’ 

This attack upon the right of the British centre was ac- 
companied by a heavy cannonade upon the whole line, which 
was destined to support the repeated attacks of cavalry and 
infantry, occasionally mixed, hut sometimes separate, that were 
made upon it. In one of these the Trench carried the farm- 
house of La Haye Sainte, as the detachment of the light 
battalion of the German Legion, which occupied it, had ex- 
pended all its ammunition, and the enemy occupied the only 
communication there was with them. Eepeated charges were 
made by the Trench cavalry upon the infantry, hut these 
attacks were uniformly unsuccessful, and they afforded oppor- 
tunities to the British cavalry to charge, in one of which 
Lord Edward Somerset's brigade, consisting of the Life 
Guards, Eoyal Horse Guards, and 1st. Dragoon Guards, highly 
distinguished themselves, together with that of Major-General 
Sir William Ponsonby, having taken many prisoners and an 
eagle. 

These attacks continued to be repeated until about seven 
o'clock in the evening, when Hapoleon made a desperate 
effort with the cavahy and infantry, supported by the fire 
of artillery, to force the left centre, near the farm of La 
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Haye Sain te, wMcli after a severe contest was defeated. 
Haying oTbserved that the troops retired from this attack in 
great confusion, and that the march of General Biilow^s corps 
upon Plaiichenoit and La Belle Alliance had Ibegmi to take 
effect, the fire of his cannon being perceived, and as Marshal 
Prince Blucher had joined in person with a corps of his aniiy 

to the left of the British line by Chain, the Duke imme- 

niediately adyaneed the whole line of infantry, supported by 
tlie cavalry and artillery. The Anglo-allied army formed 
line, and with one impetuous charge decided the fortune of 
the day. The enemy was forced from his position on the 
heights, and fled in the utmost confusion. The pursuit was 
continued until long after dark, and then, in consequence 
of the fatigue of the British troops, which had been engaged 

during twelve hours. Marshal Blucher was left to follow the 

enemy, from whom he captured sixty pieces of cannon, be- 
longing to the Imperial Guard, together with several carriages, 
baggage, etc., belonging to Hapoleon, About one hundred 
and fifty pieces of cannon, with their ammunition, had been 
taken by the British, together with two eagles. 

Sir Thomas Picton/" the hero of so many Peninsular actions, 

* It is only recently that the remains of Sir Thomas Picton were removed 
to St. Paura. In the Times of Thursday, May 5th., 1850, appeared a letter 
from W, Brewer, E.sq., of 21, George Street, Hanover Square, stating that 
in the vaults of the burying ground on the Bayswater road, might be seen 
the thick chest or oak box, in which the remains of this general, as they 
were packed up in the village of Waterloo, and sent to England, were 
deposited. As these vaults were just closed by order of the Privy Council, 
and the brickwork to close in the coffins was at once to be commenced, 
this gentleman appealed to the country that the body of this illustrious 
warrior might ))e deposited in some distinguished mausoleum ; — the result 
of this appeal was that the remains of this gallant general were removed 
on the 8th. of June, 1859, to St. PauTs, and the following account of the 
ceremony appeared in the Morning Post of Thursday, J une 9th., 1859 ; — 

‘‘Yesterday morning, according to arrangement, the remains of the late 
Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton were removed from the cemetery 
belonging to the parish of St. George, Hanover Square, to St. PauFs Ga- 
■■"thedraL. 

“The coffin was placed on a gun-carriage, drawn by eiglit horses. It 
was covered with a rich silk Genoa velvet pall with richly emblazoned 
armorial bearings of the late general, and with the union-jack. The pro- 
cession was under the direction of the Royal Artillery. The first carriage 
contained Mr. J Picton, the Hon. Colonel Vereker, Colonel Bagot, and General 
Wood. The second contained the Rev. Henry Howarth, rector of St. 
George’s, Hanover Square, Mr. Stanley, and Dr. Brewer. In the third were 
Mr. Cooper, Mr. Westertnn, and Mr. Treherne. Then followed the carriages 
of Lord Strafford, the Right Hon. Mr. Estcourt, the Home Secretary, Lord 
Gough, General Sir P. Stovin, Sir John Burgoyne, Sir Hew Ross, Sir Robert 
Gardiner, and Sir James Qoleman, 
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fell, and Major-Oeneral tke Honourable Sir ‘William Ponsonby. 
The Earl of Uxbridge, after having passed unscathed throughout 
the day, lost his right leg by nearly the last shot hred, and 
Ilis Eoyal Higlmess the Prince of Orange was woimded, 
Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Baron Alten, Major-Generals Sir 
Colin Halkctt, Sir Edward Barnes, (Adjutant- General,) Ered: 
Adam, Sir James Kempt, and Cooke, and Colonel Sir William 
Ho Lancey'^' (Heputy- Quartermaster- General,) were wounded. 
Lieutenant- Colonel Lord Eitz Boy Somerset (the late Lord 
liaglan) had his right arm amputated. 

Yain would it he to select regiments on this glorious oc- 
casion. ‘Tt gives me the greatest satisfaction (so wrote the 
Hake to Earl Bathurst,) to assure your Lordship, that the 
army never, upon any occasion, conducted itself better. The 

“Amongst the others who appeared as mourners was the Rev. Dr. Mac- 
nab, of Canada, representing his uncle, Captain Alexander Macnab, of the 
SOrh. Regiment of Foot, who was aide-de-camp to General Picton, and 
who fell at the battle of Waterloo, 

“The procession moved slowly through the principal streets to St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. When the body reached St. Paul’s Cathedral, some time was 
taken up in removing the ponderous mass from the gun-carriage, and 
bearing it up the steps on the south side into the cathedral. It was there 
met by the Very Rev. the Dean Milman, Archdeacon Hale, the Rev. W. 
Murray, and several other prebendaries and minor canons, who precede<i 
the body to the crypt, where a vault had been constructed not fur from 
the tomb of Wellington, the ilhistrions chief of the noble hero. At that 
moment the organ began to play the ‘Dead March in Saul.’ Followed hy 
tlie old comrades of the illustrious general, tlie body was conveyed, in the 
most solemn silence, to the tomb, where it w'as received and lowered irUo 
the grave in the presence of Colonel Vereker, Mr, J. Picton, and a large 
number of private mourners. This having been done, the body was covered 
up, and the cavalcade re-formed.” 

* Lady de Lancey, a sister of Captain Basil Hall, carefully attended 
her dying husband. Sir William de Lance3% in a peasant’s cottage at 
Waterloo, for seven or eight days after the battle, in which he had been 
severely wounded, and, in fact, was at first returned as killed. In “Re- 
collections, by Samuel Rogers,” the following account is given by the 
Duke; — “Do Lancey was with me when he was struck. We were on a 
point of land that overlooked the plain, and I had just been warned oiF 
by some soldiers, (but as I saw well from it, and as two divisions were 
engaging below, I bad said, ‘Hever mind,’) when a ball came leaping along 
en richochetf as it is called, and striking him on the back, sent him 
many yards over the head of his horse. He fell on his face, and bounded 
upward and fell again. All the staff dismounted, and ran to him; and 
when I came up he said, *Pray tell them to leave me, and let me die in 
peace.’ I had him conveyed into the rear; and two days afterwards, when, 
on my return from Brussels, I saw him in a barn, he spoke "with such 
strength that I said, (for I had reported him among the killed,) ‘Why, 
De Lancey, you will have the advantage of Sir Condy in Castle Rackrent ; 
you w'iil know what your friends said of you after you were dead.’ ‘I 
hope I shall,’ he replied. Poor fellow! We had known each other ever 
since we were boys. But I had no time to be sorry ; 1 w^ent on with the 
anny, and never saw him again.” 
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division of Guards, under Major-General Cooke, who is severely 
•wounded; Major-General Maitland, and Maior-General Eyng, 
set an example which was followed by all; and there ib no 
officer, nor description of troops, that did not behave weE. 

At 'Waterloo the Anglo-allied army consisted of sixty-seven 
thousand six hundred and sixty-one men, and one hundred 
and fifty-six guns;* and the French had seventy- one thousand 
nine hundred and forty-seven men, and two hundred and forty- 
six guns, composed of fifteen thousand seven hundred and 
sixty-five cavalry, seven thousand two hundred and thirty- wo 
artiUery, and forty-eight thousand nine hundred and fifty 

Botlf Houses of Parliament voted their thanks to the army 
with the greatest enthusiasm, “for its distinguished v^our at, 
■Waterloo;” and the following regiments engaged, now bear tne 
word “Wateb.ioo” on their colours and appointments, in com- 
memoration of their distinguished services on the ^th. ot June, 
1815, namely, 1st. and 2nd. Life Guards Eoyal Horse Guards, 
1st. Dragoon Guards, 1st., 2nd., 6th., 7th., 10th., 11th., 12th., 
13th., 15th., and 16th. Light Dragoons, Grenadier Guards, 
Coldstream Guards, Soots Fusilier Guards, 1st., 4th., 14th., 
23rd., 27th., 28th., 30th., 32nd., 33rd., ^Oth., 4-,nd., 44t ., 
51st., 52nd., 69th., 71st., 73rd., 79th., and 92nd., Foot, Me 
Brigade, and Boyal Artillery. Every subaltern officer and soldier 
present in this battle, or in either of Die actions immediately 
preceding it, received permission to count two years additional 

The oft-mooted question as to the share taken in this mo- 
mentous contest by the Prussians, and to their presence on the 
field in gaining the victory, must be met by the Dukes 

opinion, as expressed in his despatch:-“I should not do justice 



Caw, 

Art. 

Guns. 

Infantry. 1 


5843 

2967 1 

78 

15,181' 

3,301 

10,258 

4,586 


1997 

526 1 

18 


497 

4G5 

12 


8C6 

510 

16 




32 

2,880 

13,402 

Dutch Belgians 

3205 

1177 

Total..*..... ....... 

, 12408 

1 6645 

1 156_ 

49,^ 


BiTTLE OF WATER LOO/ ^ ^ 101 

to my own feelings, or to Marshal Blucher and the Prussian 
army, if I did not attribute the successful result of this 
arduous day to the cordial and timely assistance I received 
from them. The operation of General Bulow upon the enemy’s 
dank was a most decisive one; and, even if I had not found 
myself in a situation to make the attack which produced the 
final result, it would have forced the enemy to retire if his 
attacdvs should have failed, and 'would have prevented him 
from taking advantage of them if they should unfortunately 
have succeeded.” There are, however, even now, some preju- 
diced people, who exclaim, like Solomon Probity, in ^‘Tlie 
Chimney Corner,” ‘'Don’t tell me! it was Blucher as won 
■\Yaterloo,” 

One very prevailing idea that ’Wellington gave out the 
words “Up, Guards, and at them!” is not borne out by fact, 
for it was afterwards ascertained from the Duke himself' tliat 
he did not;^*' and another, the meeting of His Grace and 
Marshal Blucher at La Belle Alliance, after the battle, is 
equally apochryphal. This, however, is to be one of the 
designs of the House of Lords, and will therefore be handed 
dowm to posterity as a fact. In the concluding volume of 
the Wellington Dispatches, (page 332,) there is a letter to 
Mr. Mudford, in which occurs the following passage in reference 
to this and other mis-statements;— “Of these a remarkable in- 
stance is to he found in the report of a meeting between 
Marshal Blucher and me at La Belle Alliance j and some have 
gone so far as to have seen the chair on w-hich I sat down 
in that farmhouse. It happens that the meeting took place 
after ten at night, at the village of Genappo; and anybody 
who attempts to describe with truth the operations of the dif- 
ferent armies will see that it could not he otherwise. In 
truth, I was not off my horse till I returned to Waterloo, 
between eleven and twelve at night.” 

The following anecdote is iEustrative of the effect produced 

* ‘‘The Britisli soldiers were lying down in a ditch three feet deep, 
Thehind the rough road which there goes along the summit of the ridge. 
‘Up, Guards, and at them !’ cried the Duke* who had repaired to the 
spot, addressing Maitland, who commanded the household troops,” etc.— > 
AUson^s Hlstot'y of Europe. 
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by the irresistible attack of tbe Life Guards — ^Immediately 
after tbe first cbargo, wbile tbe Life Guards were pursuing 
the Freuch, three of their cuirassiers turned down a narrow 
lane, with a view of escaping that way, and they were 
pursued by Private John Johnson, of the 2nd. regiment. 
There proved to be no thoroughfare at the end of the 
road, when Johnson, though alone, attacked the three, and, 
after a slight resistance, they surrendered themselves prisoners. 
Several instances of distinguished bravery displayed by in- 
dividuals of the Life Guards, have been recorded,* amongst 
others, Corporal Shaw and Private Godley, of the 2nd. 
regiment. The former for his great prowess, and the number 
of cuirassiers he slew; and the latter for a distinguished 
act of bravery, namely, when his horse was killed, himself 
wounded, and his helmet knocked off, bareheaded as he was, 
he attacked a cuirassier, slew him, and mounted his horse. 
Shaw was killed in the first charge. Godley lived several 
years after, and a stone was erected to his memory by his 
comrades in the burial-ground of St. John’s Wood, London, 
with appropriate devices and inscription. During the en- 
gagement the Duke of Wellington came to the head of the 
1st. regiment of Life Guards, and thanked the squadrons for 
their gallant behaviour. 

Colonel Perrier, of the 1st. Life Guards, before he fell 
had eleven times led his regiment to the charge. Several of 
these charges were made after Ms head was laid open by a 
sabre cut, and his body had been pierced by a lance. 

During the heat of the conflict Captain Alexander Kennedy 
Clark, (now Lieutenant-General A. K. Clark Kennedy, C.B.,) 
commanding the centre squadron of the 1st. Eoyal Dragoons, 
having led his men about two hundred yards beyond the 
second hedge on the British left, perceived, in the midst of 
a crowd of infantry, the eagle of the French 105th. regiment, 
with which the bearer was endeavouring to escape to the 
rear. Against this body of men Captain Clark instantly led 
his squadron at full speed, and, plunging into the midst of 

* The Life Guards and Blues were without cuirasses at Waterloo; and 
the 1st. Foot Guards received the royal authoiity to be styled Grenadier 
Guards, to commemorate their having been victorious over the Imperial 
Guard. 
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the crowds overtook, and slew the French officer who carried 
the eagle* Several men of the Eoyal Dragoons coming np 
at the moment of its capture, Captain Clark gave the eagie 
to Corporal Stiles, and ordered him to cany it to the rear. 
The corporal was afterwards rewarded with an ensigncj' in 
the 6th. West India Eegiment. 

Another eagle, that of the French 45th. regiment, was 
captured by Sergeant Charles Ewart, of the 2nd. Eoyal 2^ortii 
British Dragoons. This gained for the gallant sergeant an 
ensigney in the 3rd. Eoyal Veteran Battalion. 

The following is a remarkable instance of preservation: — 
Lieutenant George Doherty, of the loth. Light Dragoons, 
besides being severely wounded in the head, w’as struck by 
a ball, wdiich was stopped and flattened by the interposition 
of his watch. He had taken out his w-atch to remark 
the time, when the regiment was ordered to advance, and 
not being able to return it, he put it into the breast of 
his jacket, and thus, providentially, his life was saved. 

In one of the charges made by the 28th. regiment at 
Waterloo, a flag belonging to the 2Dth. French regiment vras 
taken by Private John O'Brien, of the eighth company, wffio 
the moment after received a severe wound, which ultimately 
occasioned the loss of his leg. The trophy, however, was 
preserved, and sent to Major-General Sir James Kempt, who 
commanded the division, when the regiment arrived at Paris. 

One of the Duke’s sayings has been preserved, and bears 
remarkably upon Waterloo; in the evening of that day he 
said to Lord Fi tz Eoy Somerset, 'T have never fought 
such a battle, and I trust I shall never fight such another.’’ 

In the ^'Letters of Colonel Sir Augustus Simon Frazer, 
K.C.B.,” commanding the Eoyal Horse Artillery in the army 
under the Duke of Wellington, edited by Major-General Edward 
Sabine, from which the above has been extracted, is this 
allusion to Waterloo: — ''Hever was there a more bloody 
affair, never so hot a fii’e. Bonaparte put in practice every 
device of war. He tried us with artillery, with cavalry, and, 
last of ah, with infantry. The efforts of each w^ere gigantic, 
but the admirable talents of our Duke, seconded by such 
troops as he commands, baffled every attempt.” 
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There is some difference of oxEnion as to the exact time the 
battle commenced. In the '‘Life of Lord Hill/’ by the Eev. 
Edwin Sidney, A. M., occurs the following: — ‘Tn reading the 
Tarious accounts of this battle, it is curious to observe the 
discrejiancies as to the time it commenced. Lord Hill has, 
however, settled this point. On arriving in London the autumn 
after the conliiet, he passed his first evening at the house of 
his friend Lord Teignmouth. ‘Can you tell me,’ said Lord 
Teignmouth, ‘at what time the action commenced?’ Lord Hill 
rex>lied, ‘I took two watches into action with me. On consulting 
my stop-watch after the battle was over, I found that the first 
gun was fired at ten minutes before twelve.’ 

Captain Moorsom, in his “History of the 52nd. Light In- 
fantry,” gives the following characteristic account of the com- 
mencement of the action:— “The night was wet and disagree- 
able, as usual before the Duke of "Wellington’s battles. As 
the morning broke, between four and five o’clock, Captain 
Biggie’s comj^any of the 52iid., and two or three companies 
of the 95th. Rifles, were sent into the enclosures of the village 
of Merbe Braiue, with their front towards Braine-le-Lend. At 
twenty minutes past eleven a cannon-shot was fired. Biggie, 
a cool old officer of the Peninsula, took out his watch, turned 
to his subaltern Gawler, who was another of the same Penin- 
sular mould, aud quietly remarked, ‘There it goes.’ The leaders, 
in fact, had then opened the ball.” 

In the “Life of Lord Hill,” before quoted, occurs the fol- 
lowing account of the final straggle: — “Sir Bighy Mackwortli, 
who was on the staff of Lord Hill, has kindly communicated 
what he witnessed of his General’s efforts at the grand crisis 
of the day. ‘He placed himself,’ Sir Bighy states, ‘at the 
head of his Light Brigade, 52nd., 71st., and 95th., and charged 
the flank of the Imperial Guard, as they were advancing against 
our Guards. The Light Brigade was l 3 dng under the brow of 
the hill, and gave and received volleys within half-pistol-shot 
distance. Here Lord Hill’s horse was shot under him, and, 
as he ascertained the next morning, was shot in five places. 
The general was rolled over and severely bruised, hut in the 
melee this was unknown to us for about half an hour. ‘We 
knew not what was become of him; we feared he had been 
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lulled; and none can tell yon the lieart-felt joy which we felt 
when he re-joined ns, not seriously hurt.’ When the tremendous 
day was over, Lord Hill and his staff again re-occupied the 
little cottage they left in the morning. His two gallant brothers, 
Sir Ilobert Hill and Colonel Clement Hill, had been removed 
ivonnded to Brussels; the party was, nevertheless, nine in 
number. A soup made by Lord Hill’s servant, from two fowls, 
was all their refreshment, after hours of desperate fighting 
without a morsel of food. Lord Hill himself was bruised and 
full of pain. All night long, the groans and shrieks of suf- 
ferers were the chief sounds that met their ears. It was to 
them all a night of the greatest misery. The men -whom the 
nations of Europe were about to welcome with acclamations, 
and to entertain in palaces, could only exchange sigh for sigh 
with each other in a -wretched cottage. Such is war even to 
the winners. May a gracious Cod soon make it to cease in 
all the earth!” 

The casualties amongst the officers of the British army, 
(including the King’s German Legion,) amounted to one hun- 
dred and thirty-nine killed, five hundred and eighty-five wounded, 
and fifteen missing. The Hanoverian troops had twenty officers 
and three hundred and eight men killed, seventy-seven officers 
and one thousand two hundred and forty-four men wounded. 
The Brunswick troops had seven officers and one hundred and 
forty- seven men killed, and twenty-six officers and four hun- 
dred and thirty men wounded. The Hassciu contingent had 
five officers and two hundred and forty-nine men killed, and 
nineteen officers and three hundred and seventy men wounded. 
Numerous as these casualties were, those of the French far 
exceeded them, amounting, according to the most correct cal- 
culations, to about thirty thousand. 
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The following Iletiim, prepared in the Adjutani-Gcnenirs 
Office on the 13th. of April, 1816, shews the casualties of 
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THE WATERLOO MEDAL. 

A MEDAL was struck for this Tictory, wMck was conferred 
on all present in the three actions of the 16th., 17th., and 
18 til. of June, 1815. In a letter from the Duke of ‘Wellington 
to the Duke of York, dated Orville, 28th. June, 1815, His 
I Grace wrote, would likewise beg leave to suggest to your 

I Royal Highness the expediency of giving to the non-commis- 

sioned officers and soldiers engaged in the Battle of Waterloo a 
medal. I am convinced it would have the best effect in the 
army; and if that battle should settle our concerns, they will 
well deserve it.^’ In a letter from His Grace to Earl Bathurst, 
Secretary of State for the War Department, on the 17th. of 
September, this passage occurs:-— have long intended to 
write to you about the medal for Waterloo. I recommended 
that we should all have the same medal, hung to the same 
ribbon as that now used with the medals.’’ 

The Waterloo Medal has on the obverse the head of the 
Prince Regent, inscribed Geoege P. Regent; on the reverse 
is Yictory, seated on a pedestal, holding the palm in the 
right hand, and the olive branch in the left. Above the 



Coin op Elis, about 450 , b.c. 


figure of Yictory is the name of the illustrious commander 
Wellington, and under it the word Waterloo, with the date 
of the battle, June 18th., 1815, This figure evidently owes its 
origin to the ancient Greek coin represented in the accom- 
panying engraving. A specimen of the coin is preserved in 
the British Museum. The name, rank, and regiment of the 
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MEDAL ECU LONG SERVICE AND GOOD CON DDCT. 

officer or soldier were engraved round the edge"^' of the 
medal, which w^as to be suspended from the button-hole of 
the uniform to the ribbon authorized for the military medals, 
namely, crimson with blue edges. In the '^London Gazette,” 
of the 23rd. of April, 18X6, was published the following 
official notification: — • 

Memorandum. 

^^Horse Guards, March 10th., 1816. 

‘^The Prince llegent has been graciously pleased, in the 
name and on the behalf of His Majesty, to command, that in 
commemoration of the brilliant and decisive victory of Waterloo, 
a medal should be conferred on every ofiicer, non-commissioned 
officer, and soldier of the British Army, present upon that 
memorable occasion. 

^'His Eoyal Highness has further been pleased to command, 
that the ribbon issued with the medal, shall never be worn 
but wnth the medal suspended to it. 

By command of His Boyal Highness the Prince Ecgent,' 
Prederick, Commander-in- Chief. 

H. Torrens, Major-General and Militai-y Secretary.” 

The distinction for Waterloo became the more valuable, from 
the fact that there was only one ribbon and one medal for all 
ranks of the army, from the Commander of the Porccs to the 
youngest drummer. 


MEDAL PGR LOJS'G SERVICE AND GOOD 
CONDUCT. 

Ping William the Poiirth, on the 30th. of July, 1830, 
signified to the Secretary at War his command that discharged 
soldiers receiving a gratuity under the provisions of the Royal 
Warrant of the 14th. of November, 1829, should be entitled 
to wear a silver medal, having on one side of it the 'svords 

In an interesting paper, entitled “Apsley House,” which appeared in 
the ‘^Quarterly Review,” for March, 1858, descriptive of a visit to the late 
Duke’s residence, the writer thus alludes to this medal, — **His own Waterloo 
medal, engraved ‘Arthur, Duke of Wellington/ and much worn by use, 
with the ring cobbled and mended by himself, is indeed a relic.” 
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Long Service and Good Conduct,’^ and OH tile other, in 
relief, the king’s arms, with the name and ratik of the soldier, 
and the year inscribed thereon. The medal was to be trans- 
mitted by the Adjutant- General to the officer commanding the 
regiment, who was to deliver it to the soldier on parade, 
with the parchment certificate of discharge, on which the grant 
was to be recorded, as well as in the regimental orders, and 
in the register of soldiers’ services. When circumstances pre- 
vented the discharged soldier from, receiving the medal at the 
regiment, the same was to be delivered to him through the 
Adjutant- General, at the Board of the Chelsea Commissioners. 
The men to bo recommended must have completed a service 
of twenty- one ycims in the artillery, engineers, and infantry, 
and twenty -four years in the cavalry. IJnder special circum- 
stances pensioners could be recommended by their former com- 
manding officers for this distinction, but they were eligible 
only for the year in which they \vere discharged, and the 
application in their behah had to be made within three years 
from the date of their quitting the service. 

Since the introduction of this medal an improvement has 
been made in the issue; by the shortening of the qualifying 
period, where it was twenty-one to eighteen years, and where 
twenty-four to twenty- one years, the medal is now delivered 
to the soldier, in most instances, before discharge, and on 
parade by his commanding officer, thus enabling him to wear 
it during the remaining period of his service in the regiment. 
The names and services of the recipients are notified, as far 
as practicable, to the parishes to^ which, they belong- East 
or West India service does not reckon as additional towards 
the Good Conduct Medal, and service under age is not allowed 
to be counted. 

By a Iloyal Warrant, dated 16th. January, 1860, the grant 
of the medal for “Long Service and Good conduct,” 
gratuities, was in future to be extended to such soldiers as 
might fulfil the conditions previously required, hut who w^ere 
precluded from becoming recipients of the medal wdth a 
gratuity, in consequence of the aggregate amount to be an- 
nually awarded having been already appropriated. In addition 
to those already authon2se(i with gratuities, it was directed 
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that the medal alowe should fe such soldiers, 

whether sergeants, corporals, or privates, as might be selected 
for them, the same rule being observed as regards their 
qualifications, in the following proportion in each year, namely, 
— To each cavalry regiment and battalion of the military 
train, two; to each brigade of the royal artillery, three; to 
every nine hundred men of the royal engineers, three; to 
each infantry regiment or battalion, three. 

Xon-coramissioned officers and men who might bo qualified 
before discharge, were to be eligible to receive the medal wdth- 
oiit gratuity, if recommended by their former commanding 
officers within three years after their discharge. 

IS^on-commissioned officers on the permanent staff of the 
militia who were eligible previous to their discharge from 
the army for the medal with gratuity, are also eligible to 
receive medals without gratuities, and uo limit is placed on the 
grant as regards the date of discharge from the army in the 
case of men so serving. Their names have to bo submitted by 
the officer commanding the militia regiment to which they 
belong, who is to prove their qualification by transmitting, with 
the recommendation, a statement of their army services, ex- 
emption from trial by court-martial, etc., according to the 
prescribed form, and certified by their former commanding 
officer. A record of the recipients of these medals is preserved 
in the office of the Secretary of State for War. 

This medal is similar to that granted for ^distinguished 
Conduct in the Eield,” of which an illustration is given at 
page 165, of the Crimean section of this work, the words 
^dor Long Service and Good Conduct’^ being substituted in- 
stead of ^dor Distinguished Conduct in the Field. Tlie ribbon 
is crimson, like that for Meritorious Service. 


MEDAL FOB MIEITOBIOUS SEBTICE. 

By the Boyal Warrant, dated 19th, of December, 1S45, author- 
izing rewards for meritorious service, and for good conduct of 
non*commissioned officers and soldiers, it was ordered that a 
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^‘For Long Service and Good Conduct/’ and on tlie other, in 
reFavl^ the king’s arms, witli the name and rank of the soldier, 
and the year inscribed tlieroon. The mc'dal was to he trans- 
iniitod by tlie Adjutant-General to the officer commanding the 
regimcMit, who was to deliver it to the soldier on parade, 
with the iiarchinent certificate of discharge, on which the grant 
•was to ho rocord<Ml, as well as in the rc^gi mental orders, and 
in the register of soldiers’ services. 'When circumstances pre- 
vented the discharged soldier from receiving the medal at the 
regiment, the same ^vas to bo delivered to him through tlic 
Adjutant- General, at tlio Board of the Chelsea Commissioners. 
The men to bo recommended must have completed a service 
of twenty- one years in the artillery, engineers, and infantry, 
and twenty -four years in tlic cavalry. Bnder special circum- 
stances pensioners could be recommended by their former com- 
manding officers for this distinction, hut tliey were eligible 
only for the year in which they were discharged, and the 
application in their behalf had to be made within three years 
from the date of their quitting the service. 

Since the introduction of this medal an improvement has 
been made in the issue,* by the shortening of the qualifying 
period, where it was twenty- one to eighteen years, and where 
twenty-four to twenty-one years, the medal is now delivered 
to the soldier, in most instances, before discharge, and on 
parade by his commanding officer, thus enabling him to wear 
it during the remaining period of his service in the regiment. 
The names and services of the recipients are notified, as far 
as practicable, to the parishes to- which they belong. East 
or West India service does not reckon as additional towards 
the Good Conduct Medal, and service under age is not allowed 
to be counted. 

By a Iloyal AYarrant, dated 16th. January, 1860, the grant 
of the medal for ^^Long Service and Good conduct,” without 
gratuities, was in future to be extended to such soldiers as 
might fulfil the conditions previously required, but who were 
precluded from becoming recipients of the medal wuth a 
gratuity, in consequence ; of the aggregate amount to be an- 
nually awarded having been already appropriated. In addition 
to those already gratuities, it was directed 
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that the medal alone should be granted to such soldiers, 
whether sergeants, corporals, or privates, as might be selected 
for them, the same rule being observed as regards their 
qualifications, in the following proportion in each year, namely, 
— To each cavalry regiment and battalion of the military 
train, two; to each brigade of the royal artillery, three; to 
every nine hundred men of the royal engineers, three; to 
each intantry regiment or battalion, three. 

Kon-commissioned officers and men who miglit be qualified 
before discharge, were to be eligible to receive the medal with- 
out gratuity, if recommended by their former commanding 
officers within three years after their discharge. 

ISTon-coramissioned officers on the permanent staff of the 
militia who were eligible previous to their discharge from 
the army for the medal with gratuity, are also eligible to 
receive medals without gratuities, and no limit is placed on the 
grant as regards the date of discharge from the army in the 
case of men so serving. Their names have to be submitted by 
the officer commanding the militia regiment to which they 
belong, who is to prove their qualification by transmitting, with 
the recommendation, a statement of their army services, ex- 
emption from trial by court-martial, etc., according to the 
prescribed form, and certified by their former commanding 
officer. A record of the recipients of these medals is preserved 
in the office of the Secretary of State for War. 

This medal is similar to that granted for ^^Distinguished 
Conduct in the Field,” of which an illustration is given at 
page 165, of the Crimean section of this work, the words 
^‘For Long Service and Good Conduct” being substituted in- 
stead of ^^For Distinguished Conduct in the Field.” The ribbon 
is crimson, like that for Meritorious Service. 


MEDAL FOR MERITOEIODS SEEYICE. 

Bxtho Royal Warrant, dated 1 9th. of December, 1845, author- 
wing j^eirards for meritorious service, and for good conduct of 
iton-'Commissicmed officers and soldiers, it was ordered that 'a 
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sum not exceeding two thousand pounds a year, should be 
distributed in granting annuities, as rewards for distinguished 
or meritorious service, to sergeants recommended by the Com-" 
mandor-in- Chief, either while serving or after disclia I’go, such 
discharge not being anterior to the 19th. of December, 1815, 
W'ith or without pension, in sums not exceeding twenty pounds, 
which are permitted to he held during service, and together 
with pension. 

The sergeants selected for this honorary distinction are 
entitled to receive and wear a silver medal, having* on one 
side Her Majesty’s effigy, and on the other the words ^^Dor 
Meritorious Service,” and the name and regiment of the ser- 
geant, with the date of its grant; and they are not liable 
to the forfeiture of the annuity and medal, except by sen- 
, tence of a court-martial, or by conviction of felony by a court 
of civil judicature/^' The ribbon is crimson, as shewn in 
the illustration at page 176. 

By the Boyal Warrant of the 4th. of June, 1853, the dis- 
tinguished service rewards were extended from two thousand 
to four thousand pounds a year, by an annual progression at 
the rate of two hundred and fifty pounds a year; and by the 
warrant of the 4th. of December, 1854, in order to mark Her 
Majesty’s sense of the gallantry of the army in the Crimea, 
it was directed that one sergeant in each regiment of cavalry 


* Medals granted for service in the field, as well as medals and gratu- 
ities, and medals and annuities, for good conduct, are forfeited by soldiers 
on conviction of desertion or felony, or being sentenced to penal servitude, 
or on discharge with ignominy. They are also liable to forfeiture by sen- 
tence of court-martial, on conviction of disgraceful conduct, or, in case of 
sergeants, on reduction to the ranks. Medals thus forfeited are transmitted 
to the Horse Guards, in order to their being returned to the Mint. 

Under certain regulations lost medals are replaced ; if the loss be proved 
to have occurred from carelessness or neglect, the loser may be recom- 
mended to the Commander-in-Chief for a new medal, at his own expense, 
after two years* absence from the regimental defaulters* book. In order 
to justify the replacement of a medal at the public expense, the loss must 
be shewn to have occurred while on duty, or by some accident entirely 
beyond the control of the loser j in ail other cases, such as the loss of a 
medal cut from a tunic, or stolen from the person, the soldier has to 
pay for it himself. In cases wherein the clasps are not lost, they are 
forwarded to the Adjutant-General to be attached to the new medal. 
When medals are designedly made away with or pawned, the soldier is 
to be tried by court-martial, and, if convicted, put under stoppages, the 
amount being credited to the public. After five years* absence from the 
regimental defaulters’ book, the offender may be recommended for a new 
medal, on again paying the value thereof. 
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and infantry, and of eacli battalion of Foot Guards and of tlie 
Eifle Brigade, serving under Lord Baglan, sboiiM be selected 
by tbe commanding officer, and recommended for the grant of 
an annuity not exceeding twenty pounds, provided Unit tbe 
aggregate of grants then made and to be made, did not exceed 
four tliousand pounds in any one year. 

Eecommendations for tbe Meritorious Service Medal, witii 
annuity, are addressed by commanding officers to the Military 
Secretary at tbe Horse Guards, accompanied by descriptive 
returns and records of services of tbe sergeants selected, whose 
names, if approved by tbe Commander-in- Chief, are subrnitted 
to tbe Queen, for Her Majesty^s sanction. 

A sergeant on becoming an annuitant, is required to relin- 
quish the gratuity of which be may be in possession, making 
a delaration in writing that be does so voluntarily. The medal 
inscribed for ^^Meritorious Service” cannot be held together with 
that for ^^Good Conduct and Long Service;” but the latter 
must be surrendered on receipt of tbe former. Keither can 
two medals for ^^Distinguished Conduct” be held by the same 
individual, but a sergeant, on becoming an annuitant, must 
relinquish one of them. An annuitant may, however, hold 
the “Meritorious Service” medal, or that for “'Good Conduct 
and Long Service,” together with the medal for “Distinguished 
Conduct in the Field.” 


THE CAFE MEDAL. 

Oh the 22nd. of November, 1854, a general order was 
issued, announcing that the Queen had been pleased to com- 
mand that a medal should be prepared, “to commemorate the 
success of her Majesty^s Forces in the wars in which they were 
engaged against tbe Kaffirs, in tbe years 1834-5, 1846-7, and 
in tbe course of the period between the 24tli. of December, 
1850, and the 6th. of Eebruary, 1853; one of which w-as to 
be conferred on every surviving officer, non-commissioned officer, 
and soldier of the regular forces, including the officers of the 
staff, and the officers and men of the Eoyal Artillery, Eoyal 
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Engineers, and Saj)pers and Miners, wlio actually served in 
the field against the enemy in South Africa, at the periods 
alluded to, excluding those who may have been dismissed for 
siibserpient misconduct, or who have deserted and are absent,’^ 
The obverse has the Queen’s head, with the inscription 
Yictoiua IIegixa, similar to the Crimean Medal. On the 
reverse is the lion crouching under a shrub, above which are 
the words South Afetca, and beneath the year 1853. Tlie 
ribbon is orange, with purple stripes. 


CAMPAIGNS IN SOETH AERICi. 

1834-5. 

At length the aggressions of the Kaffir tribes, which were 
at this period divided into three nations, the Amapondas, the 
Tamhookies, and the Amakosa, assumed a formidable and an 
atrocious character before unknown. The colonial boundary 
extended, on one side, to the Keiskamma; but a chief named 
Macomo had been permitted to reside within the British 
territory. Owing to some outrages committed by him and his 
followers on the Tamhookies, he was deprived of the lands 
he held by suffierance in the British territory. His expulsion, 
however, was not strictly enforced until 1833, when he was 
removed beyond the boundary, and he became violently in- 
censed against the government. The predatory habits of the 
Kaffirs also led to disputes when the British were searching 
for stolen property, and the lenity observed towards the ag- 
gressors, emboldened them to become more violent in their 
attacks. Towards the end of 1834, multitudes of Kaffirs rushed 
into the colony, and commenced the work of murder, rapine, 
and devastation by fire amongst the settlers. The ruins of 
once fionrishing farms spoke of savage vengeance. Graham’s 
Town was barricaded, and the houses turned into fortifications. 
Troops were ordered to the frontier, and preparations were 
made to carry hostilities into the heart of Kaffirland, to visit 
with necessary chastisement these aggressions, and to take 
measures to prevent the recurrence of similar outrages. 
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The forces wliicli xTcre assembled for operations beroncl 
the eastern frontier, xFere distributed into four divisions. The 
first division, (with which were the head- q_uarters of the Com- 
mander-in- Chief, Major-General Sir Benjamiii Durban, K.O.B.,) 
was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Beddie, X.H., of the 
72Ed. Highlanders, and consisted of two gnns Ex>yal Artillery, 
detachment of Cape Mounted Biflemen, 72nd. Highlanders, 
first battalion Provisional Infantry, and the Swellendam Burgher 
Porce, The second was commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel 
Somerset, H.H., and was composed of two guns Royal Artillery, 
Cape Mounted Rifiemen, (head-quarter division,) the George, 
Ilitenliage, and the Albany Burgher Forces. The third, com- 
manded by Major Cox, of the 75th. regiment, consisted of two 
guns Royal Artillery, detachment Cape Mounted Riflemen, second 
battalion Provisional Infantry, detachment Swellendam Burgher 
Force, Beaufort Burgher Force, and the Rat River Legion. 
The fourth, under Field Commandant Van Wyk, consisted of 
the Somerset Burgher Force. 

Colonel Smith, C.B., (afterwards the celebrated Sir Harry 
Smith, of Aliwal,) was appointed second in command, con- 
tinuing at the same time in the performance of his duties as 
Chief of the Staff to the United Regular and Burgher Forces; 
on the 26th, of March, 1835, he led a well-directed inroad into 
the enemy’s country; the Buffalo Mountains were penetrated, 
and the combined and successive operations in Raffirland were 
eminently successful, numerous heads of cattle, the great wealth 
of the enemy, being captured. 

On the 24th. of April, 1835, it w^as declared that the 
troops were in a state of hostility with the RafSr tribes of 
the Chief Hintea, but it was decided that no kraals or huts 
should be burnt, and that the gardens and cornfields should 
he foraged in a regular manner,'^ The operations of the 
troops were so successful that Hintza sued for peace, which 
was concluded personally with that chief by the end of the 
month. 

To give some idea of the difficulties inseparable from these 

* At this period the Fingo tribes placed themselves under the protection 
of the British government; great care was ordered to be observed that 
they should not be taken for the enemy. Their warriors were distinguished 
from the Kaffirs, by carrying shields. 
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The forces which were assembled for operations heyoiid 
the eastern frontier, were distributed into four divisions. ’ The 
ist division, (with which were the head- quarters of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Major-General Sir Benjamin B’lJrhan, K.C.B.,) 
was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Peddie, K.H., of the 
72nd. Highlanders, and consisted of two guns Boyal Artillery, 
detachment of Cape Mounted Bifiemen, 72nd. Highlanders, 
first battalion Provisional Infantry, and the Swcllendam Burgher 
Porce. The second was commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel 
Somerset, K.H., and was composed of two guns Boyal Artillery, 
Cape Mounted Bifiemen, (head-quarter division,) the George, 
XJitenhage, and the Albany Burgher Porces. The third, com- 
manded hy Major Cox, of the 75th. regiment, consisted of two 
guns Boyal Artillery, detachment Cape Mounted Bifiemen, second 
battalion Provisional Infantry, detachment Swellendam Burgher 
Porce, Beaufort Burgher Porce, and the Xat Biver Legion. 
The fourth, under Pield Commandant Yan Wyk, consisted of 
the Somerset Burgher Force. 

Colonel Smith, C.B., (afterwards the celebrated Sir Harry 
Smith, of Aliwal,) was appointed second in command, con- 
tinuing at the same time in the performance of his duties as 
Chief of the Staff to the United Begular and Burgher Forces; 
on the 26th. of March, 1835, he led a well-directed inroad into 
the enemy’s country; the Buffalo Mountains were penetrated, 
and the combined and successive operations in Kaffirland were 
eminently successful, numerous heads of cattle, the great wealth 
of the enemy, being captured. 

On the 24th. of April, 1835, it was declared that the 
troops were in a state of hostility with the Kaffir tribes of 
the Chief Hintza, but it was decided that no kraals or huts 
should be burnt, and that the gardens and cornfields should 
bo foraged in a regular manner."^ Tim operations of the 
troops were so successful that Hintza sued for peace, which 
was concluded personally with that chief by the end of the 
nionth. 

To give some idea of the difficulties inseparable from these 

* At tins period the Uingo tribes placed themselves under the protection 
of the British government; great care was ordered to be observed that 
they should not be taken for the enemy. Their warriors were distinguished 
from the Kaffirs, by carrying sMelds. 
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carnpaigns, it maybe sufficient to state that in tbe expedition 
beyond the mouth of the Bashee, Colonel Smith, ^ith his 
force^ composed of detachments of the 72nd., Cape Mounted 
Bidemen, and some colonial levies, in seven days marched 
two hundred and eighteen miles, overcame all opposition, 
crossed and re- crossed this large river, of very difficult banks, 
and brought off from its further side three thousand head 
of cattle, which had been plundered from the colony, besides 
rescuing from destruction a thousand of the Eingo race, who 
would have fallen a sacrifice to the Kaffirs. 

The difficult and laborious service of conducting the British 
missionaries and traders, with their families and effects, 
(previously brought in from the Bashee by Captain Warden,) 
the Eingo nation, amounting to more than ten thousand 
souls, from the eastern side of the Kei, into the colonial 
border, was accomplished by Colonel Somerset, with the second 
division. 

It is a singular fact that the tribes were found to possess 
many guns, but without ammunition, and strenuous exertions 
were used to prevent gunpowder being conveyed beyond the 
boundary of the eastern frontier by importers and retail 
dealers. 

Major William Cox, of the 75tb. regiment, made a very 
successful series of operations in the mountains of the Chumie, 
Amatola, and Keiskamma range during the end of July, and 
beginning of August, 1835, which resulted in an interview 
with Macomo and other chiefs, when a provisional cessation 
of hostilities was agreed upon.*^ 

During September some effectual excursions were made by 
Lieutenants Moultrie and Bingham, of the 75th., which 
caused them to he thanked in orders by the Commander-in-Chief 
at the Cape, (Major-General Sir Benjamin D’Erhan, K.C.B.,) 
who also therein praised the cool and soldier-like conduct of 
Private Thomas Quin, of that regiment, on the 15th. of 
that month. 

* At this period the 27th. Foot joined. On the arrival of the regiment 
at Graham’s Town, on the 8th, of September, a provisional battalion, 
consisting of four hundred Hottentots, divided into four companies, and 
officered by colonists, was attached to the corps. The 72nd. and 75th. 
regiments had similar battalions attached to them. 
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, ' Peace . was not finally concluded until the following year. 
On tile 8tli, of August, 1836, a despatch, was received at the 
Cape, from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, conimum- 
eating to the troops employed in the Kaffir war, that ''It 
affords His Majesty high gratiffcation to observe that in this 
new form of warfare, His Majesty’s forces have exhibited 
their characteristic courage, discipline, and cheerful endurance 
of fatigue and of privations.'’ — (Signed) Glenelu. 

The 27th., 72nd., 75th., and Cape Mounted Hillemen, were 
the regiments employed during this campaign. 


Prom the numerous outrages upon life and property that liad 
for some time been perpetrated by the Gaika Kaffirs on the 
settlers located along the frontier, the Government declared 
war against them in the beginning of April, 1846. It had 
thus taken the initiative, but many of the Kaffirs themselves 
were anxious to go to war; accustomed from infancy to a ma- 
rauding life, it had become second nature to them, and rather 
than be restrained in their predatory habits, they were willing 
to try the result of arms. 

The force with which it was proposed to invade Kaffirland 
was organized into two divisions; one was placed under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Kobert Bichardson, (now Major- 
General Bichardson-Bobertson,) of the 7th. Dragoon Guards, 
and consisted of the following detail: — Three troops of the 7th. 
Dragoon Guards, part of the reserve battalion of the 91st. regi- 
ment, two guns of the Boyal Artillery, and one company of 
the Cape Mounted Biflemen. The second division was placed 
under the command of Colonel H. Somerset, of the Cape 
Mounted Biflemen, and consisted of one troop of the 7th. 
Dragoon Guards, two guns of the Boyal Artillery, two com- 
panies of the 91st., and the head-quarters of the Cape Mounted 
Biflemen. The total strength of the British force, including 
cavalry, infantry, and artillery, did not amount to more than 
seven hundred men; whilst it was to be expected that the 
whole of the Gaika Kaffirs would join in resisting the invasion 
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of their country. There were supposed to ho upon good 
authority nearly sixty thousand fighting men, a considerable 
portion being armed with muskets. 

Captain Batnhrick, of the 7th. Dragoon Guards, fell early in 
the operations, namely, on the 16th. of April, 1846. This officer 
in the eager pursuit of the Kaffirs, was decoyed into an almost 
impenetrable jungle, where a shower of balls was discharged 
at his party, and he was killed. Captain Eawstorne and Lieu- 
tenant IT. D. Cochrane, of the 91st. regiment, wvere wounded, 
the latter dangerously. Of so entangled a nature was the bush, 
that several of the swords of the men were torn out of the 
scabbards by its thorny branches. Captain Sandes, of the Cape 
Mounted Eiflemen, was killed three days afterwards. 

Sir Peregrine Maitland arrived from Port Victoria in April, 
and a general order, dated Block Drift, 20th. April, 1846, was 
issued, in which he congratulated Colonel Somerset and the 
officers and troops under his orders, on the chastisement of the 
enemy, which closed the operations of the 18th. of April. The 
movement on Block Drift had been successfully effected by the 
combined force with little loss, in the presence of an enemy 
of many times its numerical amounfj through a harassing 
country, and against persevering attempts to impede its march. 

The Kafiirs were no longer the same foe as on former oc- 
casions, when they were chiefly armed with native weapons, 
but at this period they had become more formidable, from a 
great increase of numbers, a considerable mounted force, and 
especially through possessing fire-arms, an acquisition particu- 
larly adapted to their entangled country. 

Some casualties were sustained by the 7th. Dragoon Guards, 
Eoyal Artillery, and Cape Mounted Eiflemen, in skirmishes 
witli the Kaffirs on the 6th. of May, 1846, at Kariega Bush, 
under Colonel Somerset, and in the Pish Eiver Bush, near 
Trompetter’s Drift, on the 8th. of May, by the troops under 
Lieutenant- Colonel Eichardson. 

Colonel Somerset, with the second division, after a series of 
successful movements, discovered and fell in with the enemy 
in two considerable bodies, on the 8th. of June, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Gaika and Gwanga streams, when he attacked 
and routed them, killing two hundred, and capturing one huu- 
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dred firelocks, twenty horses, and large quantities of assagais, 
besides seeming two prisoners. This was effected riitli a loss 
of two men killed, and three officers and sixteen men wounded. 
Captain Sir H. DarrelF and Lieutenant Bmibtiry, of the itb. 
Dragoon Guards, were wounded, the former severely. Captain 
"Walpole, of the Boyal Engineers, was also W'oundcd. 

It being considered desirable to amalgamate the troops and 
Burgher forces, which were assembling, they were formed into 
two divisions, the first under the orders of Colonel Hare, C.B., 
and the second under Colonel Somerset, E.H. 

Immediately after the troops moving to Block Drift, the 
Kaffirs entered the colonies in large bodies, and coiimiitted 
great destruction of life and property. To impede the opera- 
tions of the British, the enemy burnt the grass everywhere 
along the line of march, and from the long and mmsiial 
drought, it became so dry that they readily effected tlieir 
object. Active operations wore however broiiglit to a successful 
termination in October, the Chief Sandiili, together with his 
brother, and eighty of his followers, having surrendered. The 
closing services were rendered the more arduous by the constant 
inclemencj?- of the weather to which the troops were exposed. 
The columns of attack against Sandiili were commanded by 
Lieutenant- Colonel Buller, of the first batt<alion of the liifle 
Brigade, and by Lieutenant- Colonel Campbell, of the reserve 
battalion of the 9lst. regiment. 

Lieutenant the Honourable William James Granville Chetwynd, 
of the 73rd., and Captain Gibson, and Assistant- Surgeon Howdl, 
of the Hide Brigade, were killed near the Kei Eiver, on the 
11th. of January, 1847. Captain Baker, Lieutenant Fount, 
Ensign Burnop, and Surgeon Campbell, of the 73rd. regiment, 
together wdth Assistant- Surgeon Loch, of the 7th. Dragoon 
Guards, were killed on the hanks of the Kei, on the 18th. 
of Kovember, following. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Harry Smith, Bart., who 

* “The Colonel speaks in the highest terms of praise of the brilliant 
charge of Sir Harry Darrell’s troop of 7th. Dragoon Gnards, and t!ie 
cavalry under Major Gibsone, upon the enemy’s column, which was broken 
and scattered, ably aided by the Cape Mounted Pademcn, under Captain 
Napier ’’—{/eneraZ Orders of Lietdenant- General Sir Peregrine Ilmiiand, 
Gommandlng at the CapSf 10th, June^ 1846. 
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liad bigHy distiEguished Mmself in India, and had previously 
seen so much service at the Cape, was appointed Governor, 
High Commissioner, and Commander-in-Chief of the forces in 
the Colony, the duties of which he assumed on the 17th. of 
Hecemher, 1847. 

During this long and protracted desultory warfare great 
fatigue and exertions had been undergone with the character- 
istic heroism of the British soldier, and the humanity and 
forbearance displayed by him towards the fickle, treacherous, 
and revengeful enemy, were as conspicuous as his bravery. 

The following corps shared in this campaign : — 7th. Dragoon 
Guards, Eoyal Artillery, Engineers, and Sappers and Miners, 
6th., 27th., 45th., 73rd., 90th., and 91st. regimentsj the Eifie 
Brigade (1st. battalion,) and Cape Mounted Eifiemen, 

Colonel Henry Somerset, of the Cape Mounted Eifiemen, 
who had been serving as a Colonel on the Staff, Lieutenant- 
Colonel (now Sir Josias) Cloete, Deputy- Quartermaster-General 
at the Cape, and Lieutenant- Colonel G. H. Mackinnon, were 
appointed Companions of the Order of the Bath. Majors William 
Sutton and George Thomas Conolly I^apier, of the Cape 
Mounted Eifiemen, received the brevet-rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel; Captains Scott, 91st. regiment, Burnaby, Eoyal Ar- 
tillery, Donovan, Cape Mounted Eifiemen, Seagram, 45th., 
Browne, Eo^'al Artillery, and Bisset, Cape Mounted Eifiemen, 
that of Major in the army. 


1850—1853. 

Some years of peace resulted, but the Kaffir tribes stilling 
their resentment for a time, became at length determined to 
venture again on hostilities. Sir Harry Smith hearing of their 
designs, immediately summoned a meeting of the chiefs, which 
was attended by several, hut Sandilli, who was regarded as 
their king, did not appear, whereupon he was outlawed; this 
occasioned a general rising, and operations for the purpose of 
securing Sandilli were at once commenced in the Keiskamma 
Eiver by Colonel Mackinnon, who left Port Cox on the 24th. 
of December, 1850, with a force of six hundred men, composed 
of tlirco hundred and twehty-ono pf. the 6th. and 73rd. regi- 
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ments, one hundred and seventy-four of tlie Cape Mounted 
llidemen, and about one hundred of the Kaffir Police. The 
Kaffirs attacked these troops in the Keiskamroa dehle, and it 
was with difficulty that he succeeded in reaching Fort Cox. 
Assistant-Surgeon vStuart, of the Cape Mounted Eiflemen, was 
killed in action on the 24th. of December. Sir Harrj-' Smith’s 
position, at Fort Cox, too, had become critical, being hemmed 
in by numbers of the enemy; while Colonel Somerset, in his 
endeavour to succour him from Fort Hare, had been driven 
back on the 29th., after a hard contest, in which the small 
body of regular troops made a gallant but unavailing resistance. 
Lieutenants Melvin and Gordon, (adjutant,) of the 91st. regiment, 
were killed in action on the 29th. of December. 

The Governor at the head of a hying escort, escaped from 
Fort Cox, and arrived at King ‘William’s Town, at which place 
his head-quarters became established. Flushed by the advan- 
tages which the knowledge of their native fastnesses afforded 
the Kaffirs, and which made them almost a match for disci- 
plined troops, they ravaged the country, and committed great 
depredations. It would be wearisome to detail all the skir- 
mishes that occurred; the only warfare that could be adopted 
against an enemy who avoided concentration, or to encounter 
his opponents in open fight, was to continually harass them in 
their strongholds; but the force at the Cape was numericahy 
insufficient for the contest. In these campaigns the great 
object was to carry on operations rapidly, and at a distant 
point, wffiich made the fatigue excessive. 

On the morning of the 3rd. of January, 1851, Fort White 
was attacked in force by the Kaffirs, in four bodies, but 
they were driven back, with great loss, by the garrison 
under Captain Mansergh, of the 6th. Foot. 

A sharp action was fought, on the 21st. of January, between 
about six thousand Kaffirs, who hemmed in Fort Hare and 
the adjacent Fingo village of Alice, and the troops which 
garrisoned that post, under Major Somerset. The Fingoes 
were formerly held in subjection by the Kaffirs; but being 
relieved by the war of 1836, they afterwariis proved friendly 
to the British, and behaved with great determination. 

The troops, serving upon the frontier and in British Kafimria, 
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were in, Eebriiary, 1851, formed into two divisions designated 
the first and second. The first was placed under Major- 
Genera! Somerset, and the second under Colonel Maeldunon; 
and combined operations were carried out by these officers, 
in order to clear the Chumie Iloek of the enemy. Ensign 
and Adjutant Fletcher, of the 73rd., was killed in action on 
the 16th. of April. 

About the end of May an insurrection broke out amongst 
the Hottentots in Lower Albany, and Major-General Somerset 
proceeded from Graham^ s Town with a portion of the 74th. 
Highland Eegiment, which had recently arrived at the Cape. 
A desperate encounter took place on the 3rd. of June, and two 
da 3 ^s afterwards the stronghold of the insurgents was surrounded. 

Major-General Somerset commenced his operations in the 
Amatola Mountains on the 26th. of June, 1851, The gallant 
attack made by the 74th., under Lieutenant- Colonel Eordyce, 
upon the enemy’s position on the 28th. of that month, which 
was carried, received special commendation. 

Colonel Mackinnon had proceeded from King William’s 
Town on the 24th. of June, with a force of two thousand 
and fifty-five men, composed of three hundred and thirty- 
seven of the 6th. Foot, four hundred and twenty of the 73rd., 
forty-seven of the Iloyal Marines, one hundred and twenty 
of the Cape Mounted Ilifiemcn, and the rest consisting of 
colonial levies. During the course of his operations the 
troops under Major-General Somerset were seen scouring the 
ridges between the Amatola and Wolf Yalley. These com- 
bined movements harassed the enemy at all points and were 
fully successfu! In September, a force proceeded under Colonel 
Mackinnon, to the Fish Eiver Bush. The 2nd. Foot, on the 
9th. of that month, sustained in these fastnesses a severe loss, 
Captain Oldham, four sergeants, and nineteen men being killed 
in action, and four corporals and nineteen privates wounded. 
During the month, this regiment, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bums, which had just arrived at the seat of war, lost 
five sergeants and thirty-two men killed and died of wounds."^* 

* “'The conduct of the troops has well maintained tlie character of 
British soldiers, and the losses sustained hy the 2nd, Queen’s Royal 
Regiment, will stand prominent on the Regimental Records of the former 
achievements of this gallant corps .— Gmeral Orders, 
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Prom the 14th. of October to the 8th. of hToTember, 1851, 
the troops were employed in the operations in the Waterkloof. 
The plan comprised a series of attacks on the mountain 
fastnesses of the Kromme range, Waterkloof, Fuller’s Hoek, 
and other heights, wherein Macomo determined to await the 
approach of the British. The scouring of the Tarious ravines 
was carried out, the inclemenej of the weather adding to the 
natural difficulties of the place. During these operations 
Captain Addison, of the 2nd. Foot, was severely wounded 
on the 14th. of October; on this day Lieutenant Korris, of 
the 6th. Foot, was killed, and Ensign Eicketts, of the 91st., 
died of his wounds in less than a month afterwards; and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fordyee, the beloved commanding officer of the 
74th., was killed on the 6th. of hTovember.^* The regiment 
also lost Lieutenants Carey and Gordon, and several men. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Eyre effect ed the passage of the Eei 
in December, 1851, Here occurred the ffrst instance during 
the war of the enemy throwing obstacles in fords, and con- 
structing breastworks; the Kaffirs ingeniously heaped large 
stones together in the river, and erected a number of stone 

* “At the moment he was hit, he was giving directions to a company 
of his own well-loved corps, which was skirmiVhing in the hush, and the 
position of which he wished to alter a little. Whilst raising his arm to 
indicate the ground he alluded to, a huge Hottentot stepped rapidly from 
a thick clump close by, and delivered the fatal shot; observing with 
characteristic cunning the incparable mischief he had done, he screeched 
out, in hellish accents, Johnny, bring stretcher,^^ and, turning on his heel, 
dived into the clump again before the infuriated 74th. could wreak their 
vengeance upon him. 

“Simultaneously they madly rushed on, and, in their too eager haste 
to renew the carnage, they rendered themselves an easy prey to their 
savage foe, who struck down Lieutenants Carey and Gordon, and many 
brave men, before they observed the necessity of rallying, when the sad 
work of carnage was amply avenged. Such however, w'as the number 
of the wounded, that a waggon had to be sent from the hill to the 
spot to carry oif the sufferers to their bivouac. 

“Fordyee lived a quarter of an hour after receiving his death- wound. 
The ball had passed through his abdomen; and, as he was borne away 
in the consciousness of approaching death, he was just able to utter, iu 
faint accents, the words— “ThtAe care of my poor regimmt’—l am bbady,” 
when he passed placidly away. Such was the end of this brave soldier, 
ill life, straightforward, thoughtful, a friend to the poor and needy, and 
a truly Christian man; so in death he was calm, resigned, noble, and 
mindful of his duty both to God and main His latest expression shewed 
that, while he committed his regiment to the care of those whose duty 
it was. his uppermost thoughts lay in the hnal work of meeting his 
Maker. Such was Fordyee, beloved and respected by all wlio liad the 
good fortune to know liimr’ — Operoikm in the Watarklmf, United Seroic^ 
Magazine, April, 1852. 
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breastworks, one above tbe otber fermino* ^ \ ^ 

weeks in the field mthout a singi bla^L ^ 
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Attacks were also carried out by Lieutenant-Colonels Eyre 
and Perceval, (Macomo's den being carried by the former,) 
tbe result of which was that the Kaffirs were driven from 
all their strongholds in the Amatolas. Lieutenant-Colonel Evre^g 
pursuit of the enemy with his herds across the Kei, was pro- 
nounced by Sir Harry Smith to be one of the most enterprising 
and successful forays of the campaign, in -which Major Arm- 
strong, of the Cape Mounted Biflemen, and Captains Coreton 
and Oakes, of the 12th, Lancers, greatly distinguished them- 
selves. Captain Gore, of the 43rd,3 was killed at Anta's Hold, 
on the 7th. of April, whilst leading his company on with the 
utmost gallantry. 

Lieutenant-General the Honourable Sir George Cathcart 
relieved Sir Harry Smith in the command at the Cape, in 
April, in which month live hundred Minie muskets were 
placed at the disposal of the troops in South Africa; these 
were equally distributed at six per company; the six best 
marksmen, being men of trust and intelligence, in each com- 
pany were selected, and were termed * ^marksmen.” 

Major-General Yorke, (now Lieutenant-General Sir Charles 
Yorke, G.C.B., and recently Military Secretary at the Horse 
Guards,) a Peninsular and liVaterloo veteran, commanding the 
second division of the army acting in British Kaffraria, having 
obtained reliable information as to tbe movements and position 
of the permanent Laager of the rebel Hottentots, who as- 
sociated with the hostile Kaffirs, had committed great out- 
rages, made his arrangements at the moment when they were 
all at home, for a combined attack on the Bulfalo Mountains, 
with a portion of the 43rd. and 73rd. regiments, and other 

the Queen to his memory, and that of the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and men who perished in the wreck. Her Majesty, desirous of 
recording her admiration of their heroic constancy and unbroken discipline, 
has caused to be placed in the colonnade at Chelsea Hospital, a tablet 
in commemoration of this event. Lieutenant- Colonel Sefcon called all the 
officers about him, and impressed upon them the necessity^ of preserving 
order and silence among the men, and caused it to be intimated to the 
soldiers by his sergeant-major, that he would be the last to quit the 
ship. Kernaining at his post, after having seen to the safe remand of all the 
women and children from the wreck, he nobly met his fate. Such conduct 
merits every encomium, for true valour never appears in a brighter light 
than on these awful occasions, when the prospect of glory and the ex- 
citement of the battle-field are wanting. In the death of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Seton the country lost tbe services of a talented officer, possessing 
high scientific and prolessional attainments, 


188 


MEBAIS orTHB BEITISH AEMY. 


troops of tlie brigade of LieutenaBt'-Colonel Eyre, -this dis- 
posable force proceeded from tbe post occnpied by the latter 
in the centre of the Amatolas. A similar movement was 
made by a force consisting of parts of the 6th. and 60th. 
regiments, and certain levies, tinder Lieutenant- Colonel Michel, 
issuing from King William’s Town. On the morning of the 
20 th. of June, the columns, one from the north and the other 
from the south, approached Murray’s Krantx nearly simulta- 
neously. The intricacies and difficulties inseparable from the 
rugged and densely wooded forests were surmounted; and al- 
though the enemy attempted a stand on several occasions, yet 
they were driven headlong over the Krantz with severe loss. 

Eorays still continued. Lieutenant-General Sir George Oath- 
cart, in July, moved with three columns upon the Watcrldoof; 
the enemy appeared in considerable numbers, but offered only 
a faint resistance. 

In August, when Major-General Somerset was placed on 
the staff in India, Colonel (now Major-General Sir George 
Duller was appointed to the command of the first division, 
and that of the first battalion of the Eifle Lrigade devolved 
on Major (now Colonel Sir Alfred) Horsford. 

A force of four guns and three thousand troops were collected 
in September, for the purpose of finally clearing the Waterkloof 
and adjacent fastnesses. Each night the troops bivouacked on 
the ground of their operations, and the following day pursued 
the arduous task of searching for, and clearing the forests and 
krantzes of, the enemy. Captain Hearn, of the 12th. Eoot, 
was killed at Driver’s Farm, on the 11th. of October. 

This protracted struggle was now drawing to a termination; 
in November the troops marched into the Orange Eiver terri- 
tory, and on the 20th. of December were engaged with the 
Basutos, under their chief Moshesh,^ at the Berea. The contest 

* In tlie “Correspondence of Lieutenant-General the Honourable Sir George 
Catlicart, relative to his military operations in Kaffraria, until the 

tennination of the Kaffir War,*' the following conversation, on the 15th. of 
December, 1852, is given between him and Moshesh, which is a remarkable 
instance of diplomacy : — Govemor,~\ am glad to see you, and to make your 
acquaintance. I am glad to see the Governor, as since his ar- 

rival in this country I have been expecting a visit from him, which his letter 
to me in October last led me to expect, Gm.^l told you in that letter that 
I hoped to meet you in peace, and 1 still hope so, as 1 look to you as the 
great chief in this part. Mosh.—l hope so too, for peace is like the rain 
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lasted from early in the morning until eight o’clock at night, 
when the enemy, with a force of about six thousand well-armed 
horsemen, under considerable organization, w’ere defeated and 
driven from the field, after repeatedly assailing the troops at 
every point, with such severe loss, as to he compelled to sue 
for peace>^ Gaptain Faunee, of the 73rd., wus killed; Ensign 

wliicli makes ttie grass grow, while war is like the wind wiiich dries is 
up. You are right in looking to me, that is, in accordance with the treaties. 
Gov. — I will not now talk much, but wish to know’ whether yon received 
my message yesterday, in which I made the demand of cattle and horses. 
I have nothing to alter in that letter. 3lGsh . — Bo you mean the letter I 
received from Mr. Owen ? Yes 3Iosh.^l received the letter, ?>nt 

do not know where I shall get the cattle from. Am I to understand that the 
ten thousand head demanded are a fine imposed for the thefts committed 
by my people, in addition to the cattle stolen? C7ar.-— I demand but ten 
thousand head, though your people have stolen many more, and consider 
this a just award, which must be paid in three days. Mosh . — Do the 
three days count from yesterday or to-day? Gov. — To-day is the first of 
the three, The time is short, and the cattle many. Will you not 

allow me six days to collect them? You had time given you when 

Major Hogg and Mr. Owen made the first demand, and then promised to 
comply with it, but did not. Mosh. — But I was not quite idle. Do not 
the papers in the commissioners’ hands shew that I collected them? Gov. 
—They do, but not half of the number demanded. That is true; 

but I have not now control enough over my people to induce them to 
comply with the demand, however anxious I may be to do so. If 

you are not able to collect them, I must go and do it; and if any resist- 
ance be made it will then be war, and I shall not be satisfied with ten 
thousand head, but shall take all I can. AfosA.— Do not talk of war, for 
however anxious I may be to avoid it, you know that a dog when beaten 
will shew his teeth. Gov.— It will therefore l>e better that you should give 
up the cattle than that I should go for them. Mosh. — I wish for peace; 
but have the same difficulty with my people that you have in the colony. 
Your prisons are never empty, and I have thieves among my people. Gov. 
—I would then recommend you to catch the thieves, and bring them to 
me, and I will hang them, ifos/*.— I do not wish you to hang them, but 
to talk to them, and give them advice* If you hang them they cannot 
talk. Gov —If I hang them they cannot steal, and I am not going to 
talk any more. I have said that if you do not give up the cattle in three 
days, I must come and take them. Mosh. — beg of you not to talk of 
war. Gov. — I have no more to say, I must either leave this in peace in 
three days, or go to Thaba Bossiou. I therefore advise you to go and 
collect the cattle as quickly as possible. AfosA. — Do not talk of coming to 
Thaba Bossiou. If you do, I shall lay the blame on the Boers, fi-om whom 
the cattle were stolen, and whom I requested to come and point out to 
me their cattle, that I might restore them. I will go at once, and do my 
best, and perhaps God will help me.” 

* Loss sustained in the action at the Berea — 
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the HoROurable Hugh Aunesley, of the 

Edward Wellesley, of the 73rd. regiment, Deputy- Assist 

Adjutant-General, were wounded. _ ^ 

TIostiUties shortly afterwards terminated, peace htin„ pi 
out dt the 1853; .l.er„.l. of to •-- »» 

Z Z S«1 ole.to «» Uio Z 

the other strongholds of the Kafars within the colony; the 
surrender of the chiefs SandiUi, Maoomo, and the Gaika peoide, 
who had been expelled from all their former temtories, in- 
cluding the Amatolas,-that troublesome race being 
the banks of the Kei. The Basutos, lainbookies, and othei . 
trito w.» toopletely subdued, »d the Hottentot rehell.ou wu. 

“S^aftrd. otStt Georse Cutot.-“Tho Bdd o£ Glo.y 
opened to them in a Kaffir war and Hottentot rebellion, is 
pLibly not BO favourable and exciting as 
warfare with an open enemy in the field affords, ye e - 
remitting exertions called for in hunting well-armed J'®* 
savages through the bush, and driving them from then innu 
merfble strongholds, are perhaps more arduous than 
quired in regular warfare, and call more constantly for individual 

“The Brftish solLr, always cheerfully obedient to the call, 
well knows that when he has done his duty, he is siire^^ o 
obtain the thanks and good opinion of his §" 

These thanks were afterwards communicated to the troops, 
and Lieutenant-General the Honourable George Cathoart, _ and 
Major-General Henry Somerset, C.B., were appointed Knig s 
Coimanders of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath; and 
Lieutenant-Colonels William Eyre, of the 73rd. regment, John 
Michel, of the 6th. Loot, Charles Cooke Yarborough 91st. 
regiment, John Maxwell Perceval, of the 12th. Boot, and George 
Thomas Conolly Napier, late Lieutenant-Colonel of the Cape 
Mounted Eiflemen, to be Companions of the above Order. 
Colonel Eyre was also appointed aide-de-camp to the Queen, 
■with, tlie rank of Colonel in tlie army. ^ . 

Tlie following ofB.cers were promoted for their services during 
the campaign:— Majors Knokney^ 73rd. regiment, Eorbes, 91st., 
D’Arey Kyle, 45th., Burnaby, Eoyal ArtiEery, Bisset, Cape 
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Mounted Eiflemen, Horne, 12t1i. Foot, John Armstrong, Cape 
Mounted Eideraen, Bedford, 60tli. Eifles, Tottenham, 12th, 
Light Dragoons, Phillips, 43rd., Alfred Horsford, Eifle Brigade, 
the Honourable Percy Herbert, 43rd., Holdich, 80th., (Brevet- 
Major,) and Carey, Cape Mounted Eifiemen, to be Lieutenant- 
Colonels in the army; and Captains Maydwell, 41st., Honourable 
Eobert Curzon, Grenadier Guards, Yialls, 45th., Honourable 
Adrian Hope, 60th. Eifles, CampbeB, 73rd., Thomas Addison, 
2nd. Boot, Eobertsori, Eoyal Engineers, Mansergb, 6th. Boot, 
Lord Alexander George Eussell, Eifle Brigade, Eichard Tylden, 
Eoyal Engineers, Hancock, 74th., lYellesley, 73rd. Boot, Smyth, 
2nd. Boot, Bewes, 73rd., Baddy, and the Honourable George 
Talbot Bevereux, Eoyal Artillery, Eobert Brace, 74th., and 
Wright, 9 1st., to he Majors in the army. These commissions 
were dated 28th. May, 1853, except that of Captain Wright, 
which was the 26th. of Bebruary, 1 852, the date of the wreck 
of the ‘Birkenhead,’ he being the senior surviTing officer on 
hoard that vessel. 

During this last campaign the troops employed were the 
12th. Lancers, Eoyal Artillery, Eoyal Engineers, and Sappers 
and Miners, 2nd., 6th., 12th., 43rd., 45th., Eoyal Marines, 
60th., (2nd. battalion,) 73rd., 74th., 91st., Eifle Brigade, (1st. 
battalion,) and the Cape Mounted Eiflemen. 

Although it has been found impossible to narrate in detail 
every incident in these campaigns, which consisted of constant 
patrolling in all directions, yet sufficient, it is considered, has 
been shewn to prove that the military power of Great Britain 
has scarcely ever had a more obstinate or prolonged contest 
with a savage or half-civilized race, than that waged against 
the Kaffirs, and that no medal has been more hardly gained 
than the one granted for the campaigns in South Africa. 
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